Preached at the Funeral of 
THOMAS MOIWS. 
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$1 1-0 Death, where is thy Sting? © 1" {48 


1 | Come and hear all. y that fear God, and r will 
I\ |. declare what He bath _ ts my $ out, Pſal. 
| -66.V. 16. 
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My Beloved Heaters, 
Eſpecially | 


Thoſc of the Younger ſort, 


Grace and Peace: 


DO - 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 


a O D that made your Soulfy, _ 
7 ſets a very high value uwpow © 
them: and Chriſt that bought "i 
them, though they coſt His + 7 
REP Heart-blood, thought them = 7 
worth his Purchaſe, and that Eternal Glory 

or Miſery that is prepared for Souls, ſpeaks  _ 4 

; #hem not to be inconſiderable. Upon this - "5M 
"account it's impoſſible that ber rot puld 2 
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' $@n eafily over-look Priſons, baniſhment and 


faggots, ſo that they may but be inſtrumental 


' for the ſavingzof ſouls, and delivering them 


from the wrath to: come: This I hope & 
the ground that I am carrying on in this 
enſuing Diſcourſe : This may ſpeak when 1 
may not, when I cannot. 1 might give 
many reaſons of my appearing thus an Print, 


E might tell the World af the deſires of mi-. 


 #Y, that by reaſon of the Multitude could 


only ſee, but not hear, ' t might ſpeak of 
the want of time to deliver the Foarth Part 
of what us bere preſented to you. 1 might 
ell you of the importunity of ſome of the 


/ young Men that would gladly write after 
this "7 But I muſt profeſs all this would 


have frenified little with me, did 1 not find © 
by that account which fome give of the work 
af grace upon. their hearts, that the Lord 
hath owned my poor Papers formerly : 


Among others,that poor penitent Murthercr, 


:\Thomas Savage, which makes me not 
without hope that the ſame- Spirit | which 
breathed Life into my other Writings, may 
pleaſe alſo to gioe a bleſſing to theſe. I will 


 -m0t ſtand now to anſwer the Objedtions 
that may he made againſt the Publication 
\  wef- ths. Sermon, . 1.never met with this, 
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offible that it ſhould be ſub! 


That it & im 


therefore -I think the coſt anſwerable." 
muit confeſs, had it not been. for a nece[- 
' ſary Caution or two, I ſhowld have eaſed you 
of the trouble of reading, and my ſelf of 
writing this Epiſtle, The firſt s thus, Be 
wot offended if you finde in- the Toung 
Man's Evidences ſome expreſſions that may 
ſound ſomewhat harſh,and ſome tautologies z 
remember that they are word for word from 
hs own Papers, as he wrote them haſtily: 
Conſider alſo that he was but young, and 4 
ſervant too, 'ſo that it ſeems. almoſt incre- 
dible that one that had ſo much buſineſſes 
ſhould be able to redeem ſo much time'as to 
do what he did of this nature. 'Secondly; - 
I would it might be a little confidere: 
what 4 hurry I was in when ths tash was 
laid upox me, and how little time to peruſe 
my own Copy, 1 beg you therefore can- 
didly to over-look many miitakes.. As of 
you, my dear Friends, I ſuppoſe a pardon 
# eaſily granted. CAs for others, ſcorn not 
bolineſſe ; contemn not the future bleſſed» 
neſſe, and make ſure of happineſs'in the life ©} 
#0 come, and then T can eafily bear your x 
' . Fighting of me. Toung Men, I may be bold {| 
Wh you 1 Charge" you" as 'y0u value "a 
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what an excellent Example ths precious 


=. Brother of yours gave you, Read this en- 
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ſuing Diſcourſe with ſeriguſneſs, and let 


you are my Foy, and Crown, and if you 
ſtand faft, 1 live... 0 make not my boaſt- 
#ng void! How can I bear to think that 
any of you ſhould, periſh? For God's ſake, 
4nd for. your Souls ſake, falfifie that Pro- 
werb,. A Young Saint, and an Old Devil, 
Brethren, my hearts deſire is, that 1. may 
ſee you  all' with that bleſſed Saint at the 
_ right. hand of Chriſt. Remember, your 
angs rum apace, and you are hafting ints 


4. 


fecure. ſomewhat to live, comfortably upon 
#1 _another World) Let your lives beſpeak 
" you Perſons reſolved for Chriſt,and Heaven 
= upon anyierms, _ Let. your Loins be always 
E.. git and your Lamps be burning. Watch ye, 
: efrong ; quit you like Men. Remember, 
Chriſt, Heaven, and Glory are before. you, 
Sit not ſtill till you are ſate 1 the boſom 
of ka Conſider that. many, (cs. out fair, 
aud look as if they were bound jor Lion,and 
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i be read again in your Lives. Brethren, - 


Eternity. : 0 make ſure of that mhich will 
fand you in ſome ſtead when you die1 0 


get founder in the way. I ſay againy make 
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you make Religion your buſine 
bour to get-euery Day. pearer. Heaven, Enr 
deavonr vot only to be:Chriſtians, but" ſq» 
lid, experienced, and exemplary Chriſtians: 

that ſo yourmay prove the: glory of "your. 
Generation, the credit of Religion, and the 
| Foy af gray-htaded Saints, Sirs, you are 
now my hope; your love, zeal and unon, 
wy comforts go but on at this rate, qwd-you 
are made for ever. Know this, now the 
ejes of the World will be upon yous nayg 
that which is more, the eye of God « upon 
you, and will take notice how you improve 
ſuch a Providence as this. T beſeech you look 
about, and let the World underſtand that 
your are-not -nominal Chriftians, but real 
Saints., Will any of you ſend me ſorrows 
ing into the Grave ? Shall T loſe my hopes, 
and comforts, and you your Souls ? can you 


eaſily forget what was the pradice of this 


Yonne Man ? do you remember what was the 
gel fehje? of his diſcourſe ? Did you not 
obſerve how holily, meckly and diligently he 
ſerved hy great Maſter ? Is there no weight 
in a Crown of Glory ? Is there no deſire- 


ableneſs in happineſs ? Is it a ſmall thing to 
of- GOD , Saints, and 


live in the Society 
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| To the Reader: 
Hnpelre 1 am perſwaded you think theſe 
things conftderable.”.. Well then, att as per+ 
font that long for poſſeſſion z which that all 
of you may enjoy, is, and ſhall be the Prayer 
of one that deſires not to count his Life dear, 
fo he Fay but finiſh his courſe with joy, and 
aneet you with comfort hereafter z, 


F | James Janeway: 
July 28. | 
1669. 
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| Death Unſung: 
> 22 Þ aneral 


SER MON 


Rey. xv. iti. 


And T heard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, write, Bleſſed are 
the dead which dye an the Lord, . 
from hence-ſorth ; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Labours, and their Works 

" follow them. 


JT is none of the leaſt Works 
| of a Miniſter of Chriſt to 
ML diſparage fin, and incourage 
Holineſs, to ſet Life and 
| Death before our People, 
and to preſent (as much as in 
2 uslics) Heaven and Hell to 

their view, and to perſwade them to a wiſe and 
voy choice 5 Ok vor theſe Houſes of Clay. 
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(2). 
ſhall be laid in the duſt, they may be ſecured of 
en-Habitation, nor axiCreldh tae that { 
ternal with God:in the Heavelis, The Apolth 
in this Chapter doth both, in che 16. Verſe, he 
tells us whan Draught is Prepared, for the im- 
placable Enechies of hriſt : they ſhall drink off 
rhe Wine of the wrartrof God, which is pou« 
red out withourmixture, into the Cup = his 
Indignation, and they ſhall be cormgated with 
IF ſ(ton&, if the Dfe nce of the þ9- 
elshefid 1 PreſehcE of the” Lamb. 
The wicked ma drink, roar,and ſwagger, they 
may perſecute,t embers of Chriſt, becauſe 
they dare not ſo madly yenture upon the, Eter- 
nm aT OY ofiGodyas they do, and ſell their 
ore recious. Souls for. a Moments joy, and make 
igtic AR n.: bur let them know, that 
Forint eheſs things, GOD will bring them to 
hy an Eternity of into/erable ſorrows 
pay. for their ſhort pleaſuxes. And hence 
ir is the ferious Chriſtian, chat: makes ir his bu- 
fine(s ro,avoid chis dreadful miſery, is ſatisfied 
that he doth not a@ irrationally and madly, if 
the ſcorn and contempt of the wicked World 
doth not frighten him ; upon this account he 
parievely. ſubmits to any puniſhment , 
than he will hazard the 10s, of his Soul, and 'be | 
miſerable for ever; 'that word: forever: ſhivky 
much-in his mind, le the wicked tavgly and/he 
merty,ſec chem pleaſe Hexeves hin ſorrowh, 
hs knows*cis) bar a little while, and: of an” de. 
ORE dinkſs nn45 ge ; be is willing 
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Wigke ked what they do enjoy, let them make the 
of it as long as they can, and hoaſt of theik 
pleaſures, when they ſee themſelves wrapt up in 
Flames : The unſeen World, which: mo' for- 
get, is always in the Saints eye; ard, it he may 
bue live happily there, he paſſeth not if he run 
thorow repraaches, injuries, and a Thouſand 
Deaths, to that glorious and eudleſs Life, Here 
is the Reaſon of the Saints Fatience,chis makes 
him ;udge it no folly to keep the Commande. 
ments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus. In the 
13 Verſe, the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a word of 
encouragement,not only to the ſuffering Saints 
of that Age, hut for the ſupport of all thae 
ſhould be honoured with ſuch ſervice, as ts ſeal 
the truths of Chriſt with their blood. eAnd Þ 
beard a Voice from Heaven , ſaying unto me writey 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
beuce farth , yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours, and their works follow 
thew, In the Words you may take notice of 
Two Parts, 

I. A Propoſition. 

2. The Confirmation of that Propoficion. 

1. The Propoſition,in which we may obſerye| 

x. The Predicate, bleſſed. 

2. The SubjcR, the dead. 

3- The reſtri&ion and limitation of the Sub. 
Ke, which die in the Lord, | 

- 2+ The Confirmation of this Propoſition, +: 

x, They reft from their labours, 

2. Their works follow them. 

3.The Perſon Megings this, the Spircwhich 
| bs S IEWr cleared, 
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(4) -" 
' To By the manner of chjs Declaration, ic was 
by a Voice from Heayen. | 

2.-By the ſpecification of the Perſon to whon 
it was ſpoken ; ſaying, unto me, 
© 3+ By the particular Note of Obſeryation, 
Write. | | : 

The DoRQrine which I ſhall take notice of 
from theſe words, is this. | 

Def. That what. ever miſeries a Saint may 
meet with in this Life,at Death he ſhall be hap- 
Py; or inthe words of the Text, That they are 
blefſed which die 51: the Lord. In the Proſecution 
of chis Obſeryation ; I ſhall, 
#8, Enquire what it is co die in the Lord, 
'F | __ 2, I ſhall prove chat ſuch are blefled. 
'' 3» I ſhall ſhew wherein their happineſs doth 
conſiſt, F” 

4. I ſhall make ſome Application, 

T-I ſhall enquire what it is to die in the Lord, 

| 3, Neg. They which make it their buſineſs to ds 

what they can againſt God, while they live, are wet 
like to be bleſſed when they die. T hey which live 
like Devils, are not like to die like Saints: Are 
there not a Generation in the World, who a& 
for the Devil with all their might; and count 
all that time lot, which is not ipent in his fer- 
yice; which make a jeſt of Damning, and are 
as merry within a ſtep of cheſe devouring flames, 
as if Hell and a Tayern were alike ? Do they 
not carry themſelves, as if chey could not make 
' - - haftenoughtomiſery,and make fare enough of 
A! Damnation? How do they wound and ſab their 
own Souls, and let flie againſt the Almighty? 
How cootemptible a thing is Heayen,and how 
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"TVF ; 
ridiculous is the very name of Holineſs eo them? 
They are of che ſame mind of thoſe, which Feb: 
ſpeaks of: Fob 21. 14. They ſay unto GOD, 
deparc from us; for we delire not the know- 


ledge of thy ways. And who is the Lord, that 


I ſhould hearken to birm > And,if a compaſlio- 
nate Miniſter of Chriſt beſeech chem with all 
the tenderneſs that he can for his Soul, to be- 
think chemſelyes a little whac chele things may 
end in at laft, and to conſider what a dreadfal 
ching it isto fall intothe hands of a living God; . 
How are his perfwaſions rejected with con-. 
tempr, and his pitty recompenced with ſcorn ? 
And, may I not ſay of moſt wicked Men, they 
do flic in the Faces, of them chat would tell 
them of their danger, and do what they can to 
deliver them from it > And yet for all this, how 
well are they contented with cheir own condi- 
tion, and [augh at the godly,as if it were a dan- 
gerons and mad thing to firive to go to Hea- 
yen, and che trueſt happineſs co be miſerable for 
ever ? O who would imagine, that any living 
ſhould be chus lamentably befotted ! Tell chem 
of Hell,*tis as much as their life is worth ; they 
had rather hazard the feeling of it hereafter, 
then bear the hearing of it here. They fear a 
little diſgrace among Men, more than the con- 
cemprt of God: They chooſe rather to be un- 


der che weight of God's wrath, than the leaſt 


affront from-a Man. Talk to them of Glory, 


Heaven, and a Kingdom, they are light and tri- 
vial chings with themy they had rather hear of 
.8 Whore, a Tavern, or Play; and yet'theſe 
Monſters muſt be Sainted, and do more jconk- F 
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Yeniſy expe& a bleſſed Eternity after a life of 
4awickedneſs, than ſome of the dear Children of - 
God do 2 bur,if ſuch as theſe ever come ro Hea- 
yen without Repentance, then the Word of 
God is falſe # Doth not chat ſay,T hat the wick- 
ed ſhall be turned into Hell 2 — Tribulation ayd 
angniſh upen every one that doth evil, and thire us 
10 peace, ſaith my God to the wicked. The Devil 
himſelf may as well expe& co ſhake off his |} 
Chains, and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as |} 
they, O be not deceiyed, as you Sow, fo you 
muſt Reap; Do not hope that you may do the 
Devils work, as long as you can, and chat then 
God ſhould reward you with Salyation : no ſuch 
| matter: You may more rationally expe, that 
/188 God ſhould for your ſake pull. the Sun out of 
the Firmamenr, than that he ſhould remove ho- 
lineſs out of Heaven, and bring Hell in its 
Place. If wicked Men will pleaſe themſelves 
with theic own Delufions, and look for Glory 
Mill, they muſt chank themſelves, when they fee 
how infinicely chey are diſappointed but I leave. 
'theſe as diſpairing to convince them of their 
folly, cill Judgment and Flames make them co 
underſtand it; 
2. All that live-npon the gcedueſ of God here; 
gre not like to be bleſſed after Death, There is a 
vaſt difference becween common and ſpecial 
mercies: Many partake richly of God's coms 
mon bouncy, thae have nor the leaſt intereſt in 
his love; God gives this World often-times to 
his greateſt Enemies, he gives G'ory in another 
_ VVorld,to none bur his Friends and Childrens 
Ho ler me- om it ſreely (lam fure © dit 
riſk 
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Chriſt and Scripture co- warrant what I ſay} 
Thar they which gain this World with their 
neple@&' of Heayen, ſhall at their Death loſe 
both i* Many receive temporal mercies,that ſhalf 
never enjoy Ecernal.; Fob 21. 9. Znk. 16.25, 
.O how preatly are they miſtaken, who think 
'that Earl, Lord, Knight, &sc. 'are words of = 
fignificancy after Death ; chat tiope char the 
honours here will procure them any real reſpe& 
hereafter; 'that reckon Gold arid'Silyer will g6 
gurrant inthat Country! Many that would be 
counted Perfons* of ſome depth and wiſdome, 
make'a-World-of ſtir aboxt trifles, that drive a 
preat Trade for that which:is nextto noching; 
and that lay in no better Provifiens;*thaftt Gra» 
vel, Clay, or Dung, when they are bound for B- 
rernity , and yet how do they bleſs-themſclve,, 
and ſay, I am rich, and increaſed in' Goods, and 
have riced of nothing: Soul take chine caſe,cat, 
drink, and be merry ! They think they make | 
very wiſe bargain, when they fell cheir Conſ&- 
ence, God, and Heaven, for a little of that, 
which ſome call Riches z nor conſidering thite 
a fey Hours experience may make them know, 
though it may be, not cure this miſtake. O thr 
'T could but bring my Hearers our of this Delu- 
fion! O that their apprehenſions were but re- 
Qitied, and that they might know the real worth 
-of things and Perſons! O that I could bur 
bring down the price' of ſublutiary things, and 
raife the things of that other World to theic 
true worth 1' Conſider that that holineſs, as 
Meanfy as you think of ic, is che tgolt excelleic 
#hing; that chat is the greateſt-Riches, atk 
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Mai's bigheſt dignity: God kriows no diffeg2 


ence between a Lord and a Beggar, a. Prince 
end a Subje& , He is no reſpeRer of Perſons, 
Tf there be any difference,it lies here, that God 
hath more wrath in tore for them! that had 
greater engagements, and better adyantages to 
ferye bim than- other had, 1 pitty che poor 
Lords of the World! and I an confident, he 
ehat knows the worth of Chrift, and the nature 
of his own Soul, can't much enyy them; they 
{well like Bladders upon Water for a Moment; 
and God blowes, and where- are they > Now 
andeed they reckon themſelves very lecure, and 
their Houſes are free from fear, neicher is the 
Rod of God upen them, they take the Timbrel 
2nd Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the Or- 
Jun: Jeb 2t-' They think them Fools chat can 
ſpare their Riches, and want their greatneſs, ſo 
they may bur have an eſtate in inyiſibles, and ſe- 
Eyre an Inheritance that will lat for eyer; 
.Theſe are che Men that hate ſeriouſneſs: and 
holineſs, which is che beauty of Earch and Hea- 
-Ven too, is undervalued by them. And how.can 


| they expe& fanftity ſhoutd be delightful to 
them hereafter,when it is abhorred now ? how 
Can they look for Heayen when they dye,when 
.they thought it not worth their minding white 


they lived ? No, no, verily, they have their r8- 


ward, they have now their good things, and 
Much good may they do them. O ler me rather 
gain Chriſt ar Death, though I looſe all befides, 
-than poſſeſs Ten Worlds bere,and after all lole 
my Soul. Cguld the mighty ones of che World, 
| haye but one Hours diſeourke with one of thei® . 


Brethren 
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Brethteri in Hell, I believe theie Judgments 
would be hugely alrered, and they would ſoon 
tell them that Riches and Honours, and what- 
foever elſe moſt Men do purſue, fet ic be what 
ie will below Chriſt, will .yield chem bur. liccle 
happineſs and comfort in another World, Riche 
es profit not in the Day of Wrath: Do bue read, 
Lak 16. 19, 25. I am the larger, chat if poſ- 
fible, I might prevent miftakes, in matters of B- 
ternal confequence, bh E 
Thirdly, There are Thouſands that ſeem to 
have a far better title to this bleſſedneſs, that will 
fall ſhort of it : and they are Profeſſors, that call 
chemſelyes by the Name- ot che Lord. Noe all 
that are called, yea, and eſteemed Chriſtians, 
are like to have any.great benefit by Death, To 
be Chriſtned,and to be Chriſtians are two things: 
fot every one that weareth Chriſt's Livery ſhall 
have bis Wages. O how many Milkons are there 
that have no better ſhelter, than a meer Name 
eo themſelves, from the wrath of God / Is jc 
not more than poſſible to hear, read, pray, and 
£0 be eſteemed a Saint, and yer to miſcarry eyer- 
tsſtingly ? How many ſeeming Saints ſhall gain 
nothing at Deachy bur a chorow knowledge of 
their own folly ? And if co khow what God's 
anger*is, be an advantage, when there is no e- 
ſcaping of it 5 and if to bave their hearts woan- 


' ded, when there is no Cure to be had, be any 
, profic; and if ro be quite freed of Conſcience 
ſearching Minifters be a happineſs when they 


are out of the reach of their help or pirty, then 


ſuch may be eftecined bleſſed 5 bur, if all this- 
4 | will but cake the Flame botcer,chen-] leave any: 
PO B --. io. 


; K.. 5 


s _ Oroh , 
ferious Perſon to judgs, whether it doth nod 
concern Men and Women to look after-becter 
_ fecuricy, than this amounts co. Did you eyer 
well ſtudy, AZat. >. 21 ? I hope you will believe . 
Chriſt,though you will not me ; read char Scri- 
pture, and what ſaith Chriſt > O conſider ſeri-: 
ouſly, that ro be an Heir of Glory is no ſucty 
lighe macrer,as moſt judg it to be, To be born 
to a Crown, and 'a Kingdom, and to. have a 
g00d title to it,is a dignity indeed; but a Mad-+ 
man in Chains and Raps, may ſay he is a King, 
or a Lord, O pleaſe not your felves with fan- 
fies. Sickneſs and Death is coming, and then 
you will know better, whether I had nor ſome. 
reaſon to be earneſt with you tn chis. matter, I 
am moſt afraid of the confidence Phari/ce, that 
truſts in his poor ſorry Prayers, and” his own 
righteouſneſs; O that T could bur ſhake him 
_ and his hopes, before Death and Judgment doth 
it, O chat I could but perſwade him to main- 
cain a jealonfie over himſelf, and to ſearch and 
try his-heart, and to bring himſelf to the ronch- 
ſtone, and nor to be ſatisfied, till he findes chat 
he hath got more than eyer any Hypocrite yer 
had, or can have. The beſt of God's Children 
are moſt ſuſpicious of themſelves, and afraid of 
cheir own deceitful hearts. Do but ſee 'how 
David carrieth it, in Pſal. 139. What is his 
great requeſt, that he muſt haye granted, jor he 
can't be ſatisfied , Is ic not that God would de- 
liver him from miſtakes in matters of evyerlaſt- 
ing conſequence? ſo Pſal-119.80- Pardon this 
rediouſneſs upon theſe things, 'if moſt of the 
' Profeflors of the World did nog fplic- uporr 
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| Becauſe the ded like Lambs. (to uſetheit own 
{ _ expreilion.) Alas alas, how many chouſanids are 
chere that die like Lambs, 'thart are but Swine; 
and have the: Devil's Brand upon.cheir' Fore 
heads! ſt's a dangerous arguing. from Peoples 
carriage upon a Death-bed, whac thejr'Rtare is" 
in another World :- ſuch is the hardnefs of 
Mens hearts,fo dreadful the ſearednefs of their 
Conſciences, and ſo greit the ſubtilty of Satan, 
that many are carried very quietly to Hell, and. 
fear nothing cifi they feel 5 and are nor-brought” 
co their ſenſes, till unſpeakable horro- and'an- 
guiſh doth it: And on the other ſide, how a= 
ny of the precious Sons of Zion have ſe in a 
Cloud > How many of 'the'dear* Children*of 
God may go out of the World thorow a paſte 
ful Death ? Are nor their TntelleQuaſs ſome-. 
times impaired, their-reaſofh Cloudedjand their: 
Bodies upon the Rack #and yet in'4'Momehe' 
they feel themſelves ſwallowed up of uct , 


ſing hemſelhey: co think how: io hve an ere, 
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Kare the doleful antecedents of cheir tiappineſs! 
| did bur make'cheir reſt more ſweet, and wel-' 
} come, ahd pur zn aceehr” on the'r þ) F 7s 
| erith'of i it, Fe bach nota lictle puzled he 


yell, #5 Divix;ro conftrie Got?'s diſpentati Gene 
b9 ke the wicked die "By Pal. 7 "3. 4 "Y - 
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the godly to have a ftranpeDeath; but God witt- 
ſhortly refolye this Riddle; and I chink it were 
ao yery difficult thing for a ſerious underſtand- 
ing Man, to giye himſelf conſiderable fatisfa- 
ation in this bufineſs... May nor the wicked die |} 
quietly, becauſe his Conſcience is quite ſeared, *' 
and he may perſwade himſelf chat he hath made ! 
an agreement with Death and Hel! ?-may he not 
hope that there is no ſuch place as Hell; or if 
_ there, is, chat it is tolerable? may he not make | 
himſelf believe, that the Word of. God is nor 
true, and inyifibles are all bur fanfies ? or that 
God is-ſo merciful, as that he will not damn 
him ? and many ſuch'things the Devil belps his 
Serygnts with, that fo bis ſervice may not be 
diſparaged, and that he may have the better ad- 
vantage £0 tempt. others.” There is much alſo 
in the nature of the Diſeaſe, and it may be God 
may try his own Children with acute pains, and 
let Sathan buffer chem,to manifeft the excellen-. 
cy of his Power, and their Grace, to try others 
of his Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve him ; and ſome Perſons of admirable at- 
tainments,andgreat experiences, while in bealth 
may have ſome conſiderable Trials upon a death- 
bed, chat.poor Chriſtians (which were ready to 
fear,becauſe they had not cheir enjoyments,that 
therefore they had nothing at al!) might ſce 
that. great Saints bave theic Tryals, as well as 
they.; bit I ſhall be far briefer in other chings. 

. 4 come-now co ſhew. you who they are, chat 


are bleljed at their, Death, and tg'/give them a 
brief. | 


Deſcription of thoſe whicti dye ia the 
Lord. . a %. 34 s be : . LET. Io; | 
WS. Firſt, 
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" Firſt, They are ſuck, who are wade tharowly ts 


wnderſtand.that they were ſometimes quite dead in 
fins and treſpaſſes, that they were Aliens from the 
Common: wealth of Iſratl, and ſtrangers to the 
Covenant of Grace. 

| Seconcly, They are Perſons which ave convins 
ced of that miſery of ſuch a ſtate, and made to 
know, that if they dye in their 6ns, chey muſt - 
be buried in Flames. | 

Thirdly, Vpon This they are out of we with 
their moſt beloved fins, and count that which was 
their life, joy, and pleaſure, to be a very Death, 
miſery,and Hell, whereupon they ſet themſelves 


in good earneſt againſt fin, as the greateſt evil 


in the World , they believe now, That if they 
live after the Fleſh they ſhall dye, but if through 
the Spirit they mortifie the deeds of the Fleſh, they 
ſhall live. Upon this account, they uſe all the 
means that they can to get their corruptions 
weakned, an inward Principle, Divine Life : 


'Now he begins to a@ them, which is as contra» 


ry to Sin, as Heaven to Hell, a Spirit of inge- 
nuity reftrains them, How ſhall they ds this, and 
ſin againſt Goa? T hey now ſee (in in its colours, 
as it is contrary to the beſt good, God; they 
can ſee its killing and damning Nature, in the 
Agonies and Sufferings of Chriſt,and they feel 
the dolefu] effes of fin in their Soul and Body, 
both, and upon this account they can ſay, whae 
have I co do with Vanity any more, Shall I (till 


*kng this Serpent? Shall I ill Sail with this fo- 
pah.inmy Veſſel ? and ſhall I afcer all chis kee 
| this Dalilah in my Boſom ? No; but, O thac I: 
could hate it Ten Thouſand times more then 1 


* . : 
o F 
, RR - 
: 51. - 
* 39 
* - =.” = 
s "7 OE 
% S, "3 LOT 
- 7 
"IN S-- OCD, LOI! i _ 


B3- 


. 
. 
, » 
* " HOES. 

* : _y wu 48 £ IC... 

s » OR TOTES. LAS £ y 

Y = a > LT” 4 

—_ "IPO $5 oO oY oy * q x -t, 

* EE WF + " « pts G>, _ 
4 _. + 


& There 15.20 ennyty raiſed in the $0 ſ 
| er SNg ſatisfied, till ir ſee the Death 
.of Sin; now this is a Perſon that is fit for death, 
.aod Death, ic will (5 you ſhall hear afcerwards) 
do him a'World of kindneſs in ſhewing him the 
Heads of all his Enemies ' "| © 
4+ £n other quality of this Perſon,which i: like 
#0 make:{ach a bleſſed end, iz this, he is ong, that us 

acad to the World. Faith hath diſcoyered a bet- 
er Country co him,ie hath ſpyed that new Jer«- 
falem, and thoſe bleſſed Regions: and now.the 
Soul thinks the World ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
.Ous thought, or look ; he takes himſelf to be a 
Kind of Priſoner bere,and the whole World bur 
2 Dungeon, if compared with that ſtate of 1i- 
berty and glory; he now joyns with David.and 
Jays, #/hom have 1 in Heaven but thee, and there 
3s none upon Earth that I can deſs e beſode thee. 
.T his. is che Man that is like to be a gainer by 
Death; He who contemns Earch, and mak*s 
Heaven his choice, ſhall never finde bimſelf a 
: 0) er. % _ Es b 4 * WL £ 
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t  $- Another property of the Man which ſhall be 


bleſſed at Death, iz this, he is one that takes Chriſt 
for life and happineſs. Time was indeed, he was 
of an other mind, fin was his delight, and none 
ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chriſt ; but God,in 
free-and rich grace, hathitaken away the Scales 
'from his Eyes, and healed him of. his,miſerable 
blindneſs, and let him ſee ſuch a lovelineſs in 
the Lord Chriſt, as that now he is able co fay, 


&d in the Soulagainſt 
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none bur Chriſt, none Þut Chriſt ; He & aleoge* | 


ther Jovely. He is now quite out: of loye wich _ 
tumſclf, neicher his righteouſneſs, nor any thing | 
fit SOT wy OREN + Ps : G5 9 4 : Oy 1s 4 - 
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os ovely iow, but Chriſt ; and will not chat Soul "40 


be bleſſed, when it comes to have its'defires 


accompliſhed ? he that counts nothing worth 


the having, except Chriſt, and for Chriſt, can't 
be miſerable, when he is lodged fate ia his im- 
braces. | | | | 
6, - He that makes it his buſineſs to live to 
Chrift, to him to dye ſhall be gain, God is oit- 
en-times becter. bur never worſe than his words 
And hath he not made many promiſes to them 
chat diligently ſeek bim? Hath he nor ſaid thae 
their 1abours ſhall not be in vain 1n the Lord? 
The Chriſtian is running, ard he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the Prize, the Crown he fiphecs for, he 
ſhall have; fear not Chriſtian, quic thy ſelf 
Þravely, win it and wear it. what though ic be 
wrapped up in Cypreſs? its beauty ſhall nc: be 
Vailed long, What chough Death with his cold 
and dirty hand ſet it upon thy head? it will fir 
as neat, and as faſt, as an Almighty hand can 
make it. What though che Veſlel be coſt and 
broke ? it ſhall come lafe with its rich IMing,to 
the dei:red Harbour, Condemn not, O you 
fooliſh World, theſe ſpiritual Merchants, till 
you know what their returns are, when their 
burden is deliver'd; but imitate them, till you 
can finde a more glorious Prize, than Heaven, 
a better happineſs than God can give, and a 
Kingdom that will laſt longer, than Eceran'ty 3 
Pſal, 63.8. P/al 90.14. | 
* 9. They which are willing (if called to it) to 
Mo, or ſuffer any king for (Chriſt, ſhall inherit thes | - 


bleſſedneſs. He that is willing 0 dye for Cbrith, S : 
ſhall liye as long as Chriſt lives, in happineſs 
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no great macrer of bonds, ſcorns at threatnings, 
and triumpheth in danger; che finiſhing his 
courſe with joy makes all go down ſweetly, 
AF 20: 24, The Primitive Chriſtians were no 
Stoicks, and yet with what patience, gratitude, 
and joy, did they ſuffer, what the malice, and 
wit of Men, and Devils could infli& ? and now 
they enjoy the fruit of their labours, the ſalya- 
tion of their Souls, and that is not all, but chey 
receive their Palms, Robes and Crowns, 'yea 
more peculiar badges of God's Champions ; 
L1e, thus foall it be done to the Perſons, whons the 
Lord delighteth to honey | This *cis to be imprie 
ſoned, ban ſhed, or dye for Chriſt. Rejoyce, O 
ye ſuffering Saints, and be exceeding glad, for 
great 15 your reward in Heayen ! to you it 1s 
given, n-t only to belieye, but alſo to ſuffer ; 
this Fire is but ro purifie, and to make you Vel- 
ſels more fic for your Maſters uſe, this dirc caſt 
upon you, 1s but to ſcower and make you more 


clean ;*chis knocking, rubbing, and hewing, is 


but to furbiſh and poliſh pou, chat you may be 
more ſtately Pillars, in the Temple of your 
God. Fear not Men, nor Devils: -the greateſt 
hurt chat chey do you, is to fill your Sails, and 
eo bring you more ſpeedily to your Port. | 
8. They which long for the coming of Chriſt, 
and their being with him, that can ſay, 1 have 
waited for thy ſalvation ; O God, now let thy ſer.- 
wazxt depart in peace; Ina word, that can bear 
their abſence from Chriſt, only upon choſe 
terms, that they may bring honour to himin 
this life, and perſwade Souls to be in loye with 


and reſt : 'cis not for nothing that Paw/ makes F 


him, 
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him, and may be inftrumencal for the fetting uſs 
his Kingdom, ſhaking the Kingdom of Sathan, 
and |weakning the intereſt of Hell in the world, 
T hee, O theſe are your braye Souls, that are 
out of Gun-ſhot: Death can never. ſurprize 
them, they ſtand always with their Loines girts 
_ and cheir Lamps burning. . And if che Bride- 
groom ſhould make the Mountains to quake, 
with the ratling of his Chariots, and the Hills 
to tremble ar the preſence of his Majeſty, and 
the Heavens chemſelyes to ſhrivel into nothing, 
by the glory of his coming, yet they, (O blef- 
fed Souls 1) and they. only would break forth 
into a Song of Triumph, and Eternal Halleki- 
Jabs; Who would noc be a Saint? ſure none, 
but a mad-man, or a fool : Do the World un« 
derſtand what theſe things mean} Do they in- 
eced believe how much the higheſt of them all, 
are below the meaneſt, and loweſt Childe of 
God? Thus I have ſhown you who are the ſub- 
Jeas of this bleſſedneſs. T know I forget time, 
bur ic goes well, may you and I pet but this 
blefledneis ſecured, and ſpend a happy Eter- 
nity. | | 
The Second thing that I propoſed to ſpeak - 
£0, was to prove,that ſuch as theſe are (in ſpighe 
of Hell ) ſhall be bleſſed ; and becauſe in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe , this hath been touched 
——_ I ſhall but very briefly run over theſe - 
tings. WY ; 311 
| Fd » God-ſaith, they ſhall be bleſſed, and 
$berefore they ſhall; when the great Perſecutors 
| - have been bunting/ for their Prey, and hope ta 
4 - Foal} whay chey haye got, and feed themſelves 


ſp + 


© Er ul. te I 


mith'the hopes' of the content and pleature, 
that they ſhall enjoy ; nay, when they ſhall beg 
. wich tears for the bleffing, chey ſhall be fruſtra- 


4ng reply, they/have'gotten the bleſſing before 
| You cane, *tis now:r00 late, yea, ana they ſhall 
be: bleſſed. Might 1 not heap up a World of 
promiſes, the leaſt of which clear a Saints title 
£0 this blefſed mheritance ? Time would fail 
me, if I ſhould Sur read one in Forty ; whar is 
the meaning ob ehat, E/.$7.2. Phil.1.21, 2 C0. 
$+1.» Fob 3*17s' 35: : 9 
*»:. 2+ [They feel ſamewhat of. this happineſs in thes 
Wor id, therefore: they ſhall bave it compleated wn 
anther, How oft do the Sairits feel their Souls 
tranſported wich the ſenſe of divine. pleaſures ? 
Hlow-many carnefts do they receive of the put- 
chaſed poſſeſſions ? How many warm refreſh- 


'* _; _— — 


| Soul, ſo: that-rhey: would -not exchange one 
+, Hours: comfort for all the joys that ever the 
fi ' Mickedenjoyed,could they all be'uniced in one, 
| _ andtbeiediratibn.be Eternal? Haye I not wich 
l much comfort ſeen ſome of thoſe eriumphing 
| - Saints rejoycing,when others would have mour- 
ned? Have I not heard chem talk of their ſweet 
| egperiences,the yery mention of which,is more 
reviving to-4 ſpiritual hearer, than the higheſt 
a8 ' Pleaſures that che fenſualiſt is capable. of. Some+ 


God ters out his: love to the . Soul, 


God, and 


-ted; denyed, curled, and hear that heart-+end-_ 


LS 


CY PRE; 


Ing Raics of Divine. love break in upon cheir- | 


q times in Prayer their ſouls eyen get into the bo. '3 
by fem of God,.and che great 'God and Man have * 
bf 8:blefled intercourſe, the Soul lets our ic {elf ta | 
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red.a ve-the World, yea, and above it ſelf 
;, What elſe: 4s this, but- the clear demon= 


Nration. of the reality. of invifibles >- Can-meer 


fancies thus eranſport Men 2. Muſt chey nor be- 
lieve their own experiences? Can that: joy, 


which i is the reſult of faich and love; and comes 
.1n from the promiſes ;. and that in;a "way:of du- 


ty, znd cloſe walking: with God, Can that tbe a 
deluſfion.?. Will the Spirit of cruth witneſs to 2 


ye? Will goodneſs it ſelf put ,a'cheat upon 


Poor. Creatures, and that in.a matter of- ſuck 
yaſt. conſequence, as: Ecernity ? Can we -con- 


ceive,: chat he. which. commands us not to de- 


ceive our Neighbour, ſhould deceive.us> Shall 
any.that calls himſel6.a Chriſtizneotertain ſuch 
blaſphemous apprehenſions of the bleſled Zehor 
wah? Well then, if it be ſo, that Children -of 


- God love ſolid-and: unexPreflible joys, many 


times even on this (ide glory ; Doth not this 
then prove, that. hereafter they ſhall be happy, 
and that beyond the apprehenfions of Menzand 
Tongue of Anpels? For che Saint-in his great- 
clt dimenſions, fulleſt -enjoyments, and talleſt 
ſtature on this ſide the Grave, is but a:Childe, a 
Dwarf, a Worm,in- compariſon of what he will 


' be, the next moment after his diſſolution 3- For 


the proof of this, you may read over theſe,and 
other $crj ptures,: Pfal.16, 11. Pſal.42.5«' Znks 
16.22, 2 Cor.4.7. Revel.13.14- 

'  \3e Hay T not bring in the wicked themſelves, 
5 witneſſes of the Saints happineſs, and their own 
miſery ,the Saints wiſdom, and their folly? what 


a is the meaning 'of Balaans's: «With: Wby 
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|  -S. 
ſhould he be fo defirous todye the death off the 
'Saint, andro haye his latter end like his, if he 
were not thorowly convigeed of chis, that ho- 
lineſs were no madneſs, piety no fancy, and re- 
tigion no deluſion? Whar is it that makes choſe 
-in Afar, 26.8. to cry out ſo importunately ; 
Give ns of your Oyl, for onr Lamps are pone 
out. I'am SO that all the Reprobates 
mn Hell, will one Day Juſtihe the Children of 
God for their ſeriouſneſs, and wiſh a thouſand 
times, that they had had their ſcorns, loſſes, tor- 
ments: Jt is no unuſual ching for them; which 
have eo do with dying Perſons, to hear them 
crying .out with anguiſh, when their time is 
ſpent, and their ſands are ron out, O you are 
-bappy, O that I were but in the condition of 
the pooreſt, and miſcrableſt Saint npon Earth. 
'O that I had but prayed with fervency, heard 
with ſeriouſneſs, and minded my Son! in good 
© earneſt! Happy are they that have not all their 
work todo in a dying Hour, O happy are they 
that have ſome Cordial to comfort them in a - 
time of ſuch diſtreſs, O,-a Chriſt, a Chriſt; ten - 
thouſand Worlds now for that Chriſt, which T | 
deſpiſed ! Theſe are things we are acquainted *{ 
with. Well then,our Enemies themſelves being #1 
'Judges, an 1/rae/ite indeed is a Perſon of -true 
worth, and without controverfie, his eftate is, 
end ſhall be comfortable, blefſed and glorious. 


 '4« How great are the abſurditiee, that elſe 
world follow ?. V Vould not the Devil boaſt thae 
he hath done more for his followers,than Chriſt 
hath done for his ? V Youlg it not won that 
ES Faulty 4 


; 
| 
; 
*X 


5G GGC 
Saints are the moſt miſerable fools in the world? 


_ then it would be to no purpole to deny ones: 


ſelf, to fighe with Beaſts at Epbeſws, £0 bear the 
contradiQion of knners: then Chriſt dyed far 
nothing, or hath done his work by the balyes ; 
then there is no credit to be given to the Bible, 
God is worſe than his word; and che Scripture, 
promiſes kre falſe, chen Pax/'s confidence was 
madneſs, and his boaſting made void; thea all 
preaching is a cheat, and che Miniſters of Chriſt. 
are Impoftors,and the wicked are inthe rightz 
then David would have better reaſon to ſay,he. 
hith cleanſed his hands in yain, and that his fre- 
quent deyotions were to no purpoſe, and his 
Songs at Mid-nighe, but the dotages of an ex- 
travagant fanke, and Hours which were ſpens 
in Prayer and Meditation, were purely loſt. 
V Vhat ſaiſt chou eo this, O Chriſtian > would 
not this be. ſad news indeed, if all thy hopes 
ſhould come. to this » But be of good cheer, 


| «this is che do@rin which the Devil.and his Mis 


niſters do preach; as long as God is true you 
ſhall nor be deceived, as long as he is happy you 
ſhall not be miſerable, and till Hell hath got a* 
bore Heayen, you are well enough, Go on 


therefore reſolucely,and lee nothing daunt thee, 


"ris bur yet a lictle while, and you ſhall fee all 
this, and more (han this a thouſand times made. 
800d to thee,. Fear not, 'tis God: who batfy 
ſpoken it, and he commanded his Servant fon 
tO Write," and leave it upon Record. Thet they. 
which dye in the Lord are bleſſed, and they ſhall. 
reſt ſrom their Labourr and cheir Works de folow 
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4; Trois ding which 1 promiſed ro f 
to, was, to ſhew wherein-che bleſſedneſs of Ye- 
parted Saitits doth confift; Bur what work am; 
Fnow-about?Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
Whae-Tongie can ucter the leaſt parc of 'that 
Glory 7- What Hear can imapine its tranſcen- 
dent excellency?* And what Ears can bear it ? 
Should fach' a one as Moſes, Enoch, or Elia 
come ſpatkiing in his Robes, in the habit of a 
glorified Saint, and ſhould he but te! you whac 
a ſight he hath ſeen, whae melody he hears, 
whac imploymenc he is engaged in, what poſ-. 


ſeſſions he enjoys, Where would he endure it? 


T' am perſwaded, if in this mortal ſtate, God 
ſhould Tet-in che Soul the hundreth thouſandth 
part'of chat Glory, which Saincs enjoy in Hea+ 
yen, it would in a noment fink a Man,and make 


fach Bodies as ours now are wither to duſt, I 


have ſeena preat many fine things in my time, 
I-have heard of more, - but I can eafily imagine 
more than ever all the Princes of the Barth, in 


heir greateſt ſplendour enjoyed; and yet here 


T-am at a loſs, and no wonder: For it is beyond” 
the reach of Sainrs and Angels in Heaven fully 
eo conceive what their own happineſs is,'and I. 
believe it is no ſmall parc ot their joy, that chey 
ſerye a Maſter, who loveth to our-do, not only 
deferts'and expeRations, but eyen the imagina-- 
tions of his Creatures, How then can ſuch & 
poor Worm as T am, mannage ſuch a work ay. 
chis'is?' becauſe IT care fay all, muſt 7 ſay" 'tio- 


| thing, and paſs this over with Glence and admi-: [ 
ration >-becaufe this: is a great deep, which our: | 


Wl Plammez can' faction, an Ocean that hathno«l © 
W__.5+ 0-- nn >: 
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ſhoar, ſhall we therdfore vever ſail in it? God 
forbid. O may it be my-work in\time, and 
Ecernity to praiſe that infinite, bonndleſs excel- 
lency that is in my God. Though. theſe are 
matters, which one wonld think ſhould- com- 
mand attention and affefion bath, yer it-we 
conſule the lives of all, yea the higheſt experi- 
ences of the beſt, notwithRanding theſe things 
are (o frequently inculcated, and.fo pathonately 
_ recommended to our cenſideratron, yet where 
is the Man or Woman tobe found, that ilies 
under the lively impreflions. of theſe things s 
And therefore I ſhall think ic not impertinenr, 
if I dwell upon that an Hour, wbich will bethe 
ſabje& of your Meditation, and Foundation of 
your comfort, 'if- ever you underſtand what 
Chriſtianity in che life of it means: This only 
by the by, a licele ro quicken your attention. Þ. 
come now to my bufineſs, to ſhew you wheretn 
the Saints happineſs after death confiſts. 7 
x- It conſiſts. in a full everlaſting treedom 
from evil, or any imperfe&ion. 
- 2. Ic confifts in a compleat, perfe&, and E- 
| Eernal enjoyment of all the good chat OUT Ng 
; eures are capable of. 
” 2 Firſt, Ir conſiſts in 4 fall and everletiing Sow 
| dow from evil, or any imperfettion, And here | 
| fhall inſt upon ſome of thoſe eyils and imper- 
3 feRions, which a Child of God ſhall be freed 
$ 3 from, as ſoon as ever Death hath ler the: Soul 
C 


a 


out of the Body. 

Firſt, Tho Saint 75 free from all fn. The 
Bolts ſhall be knocke off,the Priſon walls broke 
fomn, endthe poor Captive Is at liberey. o 
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been, if when be cryed out in ſuch-ar = gony £ 
O-wretched Man, who ſhall deliver '1&? if he 
had heard @ Voice from Heaven, i:ying, thy 
_  groans have pierced the Elouds;chy Prayer hath 
reached che Heavens, thy Peticions ſhali be 
granted immediately, would not this have been 
eratefnl news ? When before « few days be at 
an end, this ſhall be the condition of every one 
of God's Peopte. Now indeed if you liſten co 
theirCloſets, you fhoutd hear how dolefully they 
demoan cheir condition, if you follow them in- 
£o their Families, What is it chat they would 
moft defire of God? is it not freedom from fin? 
What complaints do they make of themfelyes, 
thar chere ſhould be ſo great an unſurableneſs in 
chem co God, that their hearts are unſenſible of 
the worth of divine things,chae they ſhould have 
foltccte love co the Lord Chriſt, and be fo litcle 
faken wich the kindneſs of the Redeemer ; how 
weak and faint, how cold and dull in duty 2 how 
ready eo betray their Lord, how cowardly inthe 
cauſe of God 2. Burt Death will for ever filence 
theſe complaints, death cares off Foſong's rags 


or wrinckle; or any ſuch thing, ſin indeed ac- 
companiech the ungodly into another world, he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and his wicked works 
follow him: bur it is far otherwiſe wich the god- 
Iy, Sin.was bis burden, and Death ſhall unload 
him, fin (hall be confined co Hell, Heayen enter. 
Faios no ſuch deformity 5 Fhis Tyrant ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubje&s. The houſe 
oi $4v), and che houſe of David lliall nolonget. 
| _ con* 


_— accwltf 
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Bleſſed Ro How glad would Pas! have 


and preſencs him before the Lord without ſpor 
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Rory, then the Soul will ſay, farewellmy hard 


- hearc, farewel unhelict, farewel ingraticude; then 


thon-ſhaſe never entertain an unkiod-thoughe 
of God more; the lame and the blind, and the 
7ebuſitet ſhal be ſmitten when King Devid comes 


.to. make. his Palace in Ziey, thy fins myſt dye 
_- when the Lord cometh to take the fpll poſſeſlion 
_ : Of this Fore : Royal.confeflion of (in ſhall ſhort» 


ly be needleſs ;. no darkneſs. ſhall cloud the un« 
derſtanding, no peryerſneſs the will,. no difor-, 
derlineſs in.the affe&ions, no treachery. in the 


memory, the Eyes ſhall be better employed than, 


in beholding of Vanity, the Earcs-ſhall nor be 
locked againſt truch, che Hands far from vig- 
lence, che Tongue from deceit, and .the- Fegt. 


from walking in ways of wickedneſs. And ſeems 
. this a light matter to you who have pgone.bow 


all your days under the. preſſure of fin  is.ie n0« 
thing to you to have all your iniquities done a= 
way as a. Cloud, and your tranſgreſſions as;a 
chick Cloud 2. Thus ſee what « kindneſs that far- 
midable enemy doth to all the ſubje&s of Chrift's 
Kingdom; what prayers, tears, and groans did. 
oradually,ic doth at one blow. T hus the oppreſ- 
ſed is delivered, the mourner made to rejoyces. 


- and the great make-bate between God and the: 
. Soul, for, ever diſcarded, and turned out of 


Doors. Eph.s5 27. 8/:44-22 . .. ,, 
, 2. When a Chriſtian dyeth, he ſpall be freed 


| from all the temptations of Sathan. Death, ſets 


+. E Soul, 


out of the Deyils reach z this Angel, = | 
ing'to fois Hernphi Serpent pr =_ 
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- Hot comie into the higher Paradiſe, n 
creep-into-this Edry : Now indeed he'goes up 
and down likea roaring Lyon,ſeeking whomhbe 


may" devour, now he ſets his Ginnes every. © 
where-to catch the unwary Chriſtian : he nſech * 


© his tratagems to ſurprize them, bur then this 
adverſary ſhall be trod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darcs ſhall be quenched, and his defigns broken. 
O hbeppy Day, When will it come? when the 
- Devil ſhall be as unlikely to tempr, as our hearts 
_ to cloſe: when we are got once ſafe to reſt, the 
Devil ſhall as exfily ſhake God's Throne, as our 
happineſs, Death turns the Key, Bolts and Bars 
this Eenewy out; then,O then thou ſhalt ſee this 
Pharaoh caft dead on the ſhore, and for eyer dif- 
 -abled from making any reſiſtance againſt thee. 
or inthe leaſt diſturbing thy peace. Rev.20.10.- 
| 3« Thebleſſedneſs of the Prople of God conſiſt 
. #th in their being freed from the fraynes and 
Patreries of the World. In life time thou art fain 
"20 fight chy way to peace, to diſpute every tep 
"tion goeſt, and canſt never haye a quiet Hour 


while chou haſt ſuch ill neighbours: There is an 


_ oldquarrel berween the ſeed of the Woman,and 
the Serpent,and the enmity is radicated,and the 
feud can be cool'd with nothing bue death. Chri- 
ſian, cxpc@ not as long as any of that Caxi/> 
Generation breath, chat chou ſhould'ſt be long 
fecyre; In the world you ſhall haye tribulation, 


but be of good cheer, Chrift hath overcome the - 


World, Joh. 16.'33. What though they ſpeak 
reae 6 F162, F G 


te IT IRILES «507? Thou ſhale 
ere long ride f Rate to glory,a then ler chem 
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27) ts 
tay eadls ind Hocrede their own thi tf, .b 
they ſhal not inche leſt diminiſh thy cra1 
And as for their flacteries,chiey ſhall Henthe 
* thing, clie beauty of this infeciour World wi 
be domed by che brighcaeſs of thac light ex 
_ Death Jeads chee into ; its excellencies will b 
quite eclipled,irs allurements will lofe.their 
|— | wer. Who can chooſe bur conternn & 


an jyotek have che moſt Ce ncel menhe 
the World ! Honours and riches are accc 
very inconfiderable things rothem-which# 
Rand the difference between. finice.and ir 
the diſproportion between Time and Eternity 
Death bloweth the dult our of our Ce ea 
off the Vail,and ſhews one quickly the gl 
both Worlds: and ſo it is not lefe lo cages Ctere 
inine, which js co be preferred, dr Vers 
braſs or gold, a dunghil of a Palace: "there will 
be nothooglt of returning to Zgyp1, or Goſten, 
either in chemwhich know<che truictulnelſs,o he 
ſpiritual Canon, the accomodations of the new 
erhſalem, the pleaſare of che holy Confts ... 
4- At Deat fink f row all bis. haigsy 
there & no fear of Schnt 77 here 
The Stone,Gout,and Pla AT ds. Log ers thy 
hone labour with there: Sha Aire is clear, 
fin which infe&ech acher p 
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Yo Ne Fer in. dan; nger. ohtets frhe 
Will tefi fine F, a Nach our ind chiey 
bete bury all i perteRions and MiForral 

I! puc. or in reafity,and this corruptible ih - 

fd prion, There He weaty ſhall be at reſt. 

Fenoo &,3324-& 60.18, fob 3,17, 

hes, $eThr 'bleſſedneſs of -d deceaſed Sainti confoſt- 

"46h ; 3 7 their perfe reed ome from all wants, and 

"fear of wayr. Here they have their daily wart, 

- and'in the ſwear of theit brows chey muſt cat 

"their Bread: The WOrd in ics beſt eſtare is made 

"Up" of Fanieies and tfotibles. How much need 

Faye we. of the ticlp of our fellow-crearures ? 

can't five wicthour che uſe of cheir bo4jes and 
© lives; we want their ſervice.co tilt our Grounds, 
and eo carry our weak Bodyes, that can ſome- 

"Timss ſcarce g0, under their own blrden.* 'Whae 

' Thift cquid we make;if the influences of che Sun 

"Moon and Stars were ſuſpended? what famen- 

« table complaint ſhonld we make, i God ſhoitld 

"featup the Fountains o of water?how' gon ſhould 

*-Wwefxinr,if he ſhould make the'Heavens as Iron, 

_andibs Bart as Braſs ? What Elemienc can we 


og 


: W 


a / 
L 


i watie-what Crearuts cautd we well ſpare'7 Bur 
'\theritne is cominig ile Diy will ſhortly, begin, 


- Whofe' brightnef will make che' Sun dark, and 
"the Moor co diſappear, and all the Stars' to leave 
eres us ufeleſs,” O unbelief; how tniſe- 
y doſt _ rob us of the comforts, which the 

7 fore- houghts'of” char hour migh SE 
'M n 


YL 
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"3 > 
At: "__ ” art Ok 1 0.m7. foul, 
and why art rhou diſquieted within me ; Io 
on the Ford, and be,of good courage, Wait {64 
upoh the Lord. RN | 
. 6: Thy happy Man foall be quite freed of 
whatſ tver may argue an jmperfect Fo ate. Some” 
of thoſe 'yery graces that are now [o uſefif and” 
neceſſary, when'their work is done, ſhall be laid, 
afide as uſelefs, I mean Faith, Hope, Paticnce,des * | 
fire; all which ſpeak ſomething of imperfeRion_ 
ſhall then be'ſwallowed up of love.” 'The How, 
help to ſead che {oul out be? "Exypr,,condu "ion. 
row.the red Sea,and Wildetheſs,and'teng't ices 
into Canaanand bring good tidings out of thay 
Land, they ſee Sthex; Og; and' Amaleck diſcoms' 
fitted . and their Power broken, they.ga to the b, 
Borders of the promiſed [.and: nay,chey ger'np. 
to Piſza, and upon Mount Neb», there they bid 
the ſoul farewel. Faith, like a ekiltul Pilot; keeps 
c!oſe'to the Fhip, till it ſee it our of dangers 
Faith,fike loya! BarziÞa;brings in abundantpro-. 
viſions for che foul, in all irs ftreighes, and-comes' 
with it'to the banks of Jordan, to the brink X 
eternity; but there,chere it rakes its final leave, pr 
ſends'over yong ('bimham to walc upon : eg 
at Fersſalem, ic ſends foye over into Temes eas. 
dwell there with the'Lbrdforeyer. | 
ſtare; when faich ſtiallbe ſwallowed up! of ef 
Here we tive by faich,and hot by ſenſe of tight, 
a a4 we ſhall live by ſenſe and fight, and 
th The ſhaddow ſhall yaniſh when the ſub. 
Rane come: ho jefhce  defire;and'fear” S 
- ſhall offip Dio Elite wallowed up with an 
ruitic we ſeſhon; Th gy Happy 
| 3 
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ate quite blown over,, wo np need ger Wind 
8ails, nojy they are © fafe landed. What think 
"now of a Child of God, Is ir worth the 
: te he religious, is holineſs a: folly now # 
this is not alſ,come a litcle furgher,and I 

you greater th'ngs ill. All chis is bux 
priyative part of their incfs, TI come-now 

e TD a-licele upon the poſitive part; bur whae 


can am I now lanching into, who can tell 
M5 Priviledges 
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of a Citizen of Fong what 
Can hee ch honour anddignities of the 
pns.of, God? Bur that T may. heighten your ſpi- 
rits, and a little avtedate your comforts, I ſhall 
ifithe- ncxt place ſhew ſomething ofche politive 


pare, 

2.. The bleſſ:dneſs of thoſe which dye is the 
Lord, confifts: polienely, 

Fir#t in ebis,chac they ſhall enter into-.the So- 
cre A 5" els, they ſhall Jogvs any longer 
con wich .mortals,and,in of weepin 
friends, ſee themſelyes co compaſſed with fi Gin 
Angels. How do you think that Lazar was 
aft-ticd, who inſtead of Beggars, Crippels, and 
J Dogy . bad a Guard of Angels waiting upon 

\- him? Whatan extaſy of joy was he ſurprized 

_ * - with, Lok. 16.23. This honour have all the 


pr We think the {ighrof a King, the look of 
he company of a Lord a great matter; 


what are they,if compared with the leaft of the | 
_ Captains of the Lord's Hoſt # How vaſt is the | 
_ thfterence between F chad Soriano We 

IavOL "the Lord i is peaked | to cw” 
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- Sag ak ſociety of _ ooreſt, 
| Saint? they are glad even here to be doing offices. 
of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
ther from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
their Father ro them; bur theſe Eartbly Bodics. 
were:ſcarcecapable of communicationswith ſuch, 
noble and ſpiricual Creatures, but at Death chey 
ſhall knoweheir old friends and fellow-ſervants, 
and bleſs God with chem,and for cheng for eyers 
Heb 12. 22, And theſe Chariors and Horſemen 
of 1/7ael: ſhall carry up 7oſeph to bis Fathers. 
Ty bs - there oy Sw 0. God ſhall ſhoug 

or Joy, Time was,the (ight of an = 
make.a Saint tremble, bat then by k 
them to triumph ; and what Rories will the cet 
them, of the providences of God. toward chemy, 
and Joyn wich. them in che high praiſes of his. 
goodneſs and loye ? Bur all rhis is bur little co 
what follows. 

2, At Death, the ſouls of believers are made 
perfe@ in holineſs. How will they in.a moment, 
ſee themſelyes as white as ſnaw-? how glorious 
ſhall the Kings Daughter be,when her beau by 
perſe&, how. tovelily will ſhe. look, when 
clad with innocence purity, how excellent = 
ber royal Husband the Lord Cri. ſhall be infi- - 
nitely. taken with her? Wilt he not then ſay,thoy 
art all fairmy;loye,there.is.no ſpot in thee.Come 
wich me from Lebanon my Spouſe,with me.from 
Lebanon, from. the top of «Amana, fram the 
rop' of Shenir. and- Hermon, from che Lyons 
Dens,from.the Mountains of Leopards, Thou 
baſtraviled my heart,my'$; fter,my Spouſe, thou 
vaſtrifiet op bogth Feone © thine Eye "ok 
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9 19. .1f the Lord fee*ſo much beauty here in 


| bis Church, what will he do he:eafter, when he 


ſhall have waſh'd away'all her defilehents, and 
riken'onr her'{tains;\and haye decked her with 
his Jewels, and put on her Wecdin ag: Gorment? 


That Day is comig, O my ſoul! wheti will the: 


Middows flee away: when' will Days and Nights 
Be alt at an end, when will time be ſpeat,” when! 


ſhall the Curtain be drawn > O ther, that's the 


Then! | rhou ſhalt then love that precious Jeſus, 
ith 4 Seraphick and Angel-like love,thou wile 
then as much deljghr and rejoyce in' 'him, as 4+ 
braham, David, ard Paul did.” Thy drowſie ſoul 
Hhaſl be a5 nimble #nd aRive'in the ſervice of thy 
eat Maker, as "Enoch 3nd'El;a; ; thou ſhalt 
raiſe him Day'atd' Night ; and be-no mort: 
- = Em the Angels themſelves hon ſhale 
= ly inderfiate? the will'of God; and rea- 
 dily obey'ir: chou ſhalt"be holy as God is holy; 
Arnd'what would 'yott now give for fuch'a frame? 
how glad would'you beto feel-a contaturdlity 
& fivirie imployments, how happy would you 
think your ſelves,” if. yoar heart” were always 
as God wonld have it'?- Ts it-nor for this, that 
ok faſt and pray ?* Is'it not- for this, that you 


ear, read, and mieHtare? T5 notthis: he end of ' 


Sacraments ? Well, be'of ipgooT cheer, in Moune 
Zin there ſhatl*be deliverance "and "holineſs 
Dbt4.17. And is all thisnothing, ſeemeth ie 
ill a ſmall priviledge to be a Child of God,and 
Iſike' onr Father 7'who that underſtands this 
_— yo DRE W c"_ and ws now 


h.6 Chain of thy Neck Howfair 7 is *R Is 
Ive, "my Siſter, my" Spouſe ? &c: Can. 4. 7,8- 
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Ethic 446 ef wrt" 
i.char opoti this 'account he ah anThe cles”. 
David, Tos be wilt let you underſtagd, thae' 

te never expe&s fatisfa&ion, ttH he aw e with! 

God's likenefs"!Pſul 17. + - = 

z.- Another thing whereia the bleſſedneſvoÞ 


'& \Elirifiiai"at Death: tyes; is this; the Gghr of 


Chirift; 'What can be more defitcdby a Childof 
God, thih co betiol@ and enJoythim} by: hr; 
all the” mercles. [Wethave,and "alt rhar-we'expett 
flow'in tous, "Eph. f.11. That good-old Ti, 
Lith.'2. 30. rho Hcit's Heaven op6n Eart 


brigh theſs of his glory wrapped up; and covered 
by his humanity,” te doth fing aRequiem co'his\ 
Souf, and fay,” N#w let" thy' Servthid Jepare te} 
peare, for mine Eyes have _ Salvation: 
How were Peter, 'Famer,and Fo bmiaffeaed ot his 
reatsfigurarion, Mat.17.2. What ati idmirdble 
' Fame d6th'the'Spoule ſeem to bein, wheniſhd 
fair only che ſhadow and back-pare&ot this b&7 
loved one, Caxt.F5. 16. She can'c tell whettto 
have done commending of him} But'alf this is 
dit a ſmall thirig/ compared"ts the fiphe whiclk 
they ſhall ſee, when their" graces ſhall be cos 
pleat,and theit fon! like him; andthen nr 
behold the Kinp in his beaury;no I6ngey' 
tempt and ſcorn 6f the World;no lone 
yerty and want,no longer cruethed arid Tejeied 
but Jeſts, the expreſs Imape'dithis Father, 
che brightneſs of his-glory,. aecommpanyed vith 
Millions of Angels, all at his command; thd 
yet'tor all chis .caſting i a graciou$eye upon hem! 
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feeHim ; Wheel bis Majeſty was vailed, and tlie 
his 


Son fhall the Soul behold him face-C0 Leary 


did, | nd falfened fach ka for ith 
_ *7ewas he that celne on of his: Fathers boſome, 
*was he that ftept our of his Throne, and pur of 
hisRob& bat came leaping oyer the Mountains: 
. and skipping over the Hills, running thorow g- 
thonſaodditliculties,rhac he mighepluck thee our 
of, thy miſery, and deliver thee oat of che 4s aan | 
ofthe Lyon, and.che Bear,that be mighe r | 
thee! from the-poyer of Sin, Death, and Hell. | 
will che Heayens eccho with ſongs of joy, . L 
n the Bride>the Lamb's Wife,ſhallc come to: | 
ell with ber Hugband. for ever 2: 1/a7 33- 17. 
Chriſt i is the deſire of Nations, the, joy of An- 
the delightiof the Facher,and he in-whom 
is-well pleaſed; Whac ſolace then muſt char 
ſonl-be fill*'d with,thar bach che poſizfſion of him 
to.all. Eternicy; Is-.not, his love better than wine, 
and & look of his countenanceto be prefer'd.be- 
fore Corn 2nd-Oyl?Is not his kindneſs to be ys- | 
lad aboye life-it ſelf > What meaneſt thou then 
O my foul;.chat chou doſt ſo dread bis coming 2 
Why arr choy'fo loath to be wich him? Why are | 
thon afraid of the enjoyment of him ? Will chy | 
Redeemer make thee a ſlave, bath Heaven chan« | 
his: Nature, and-made him. leſs deſirable > | 
 capech Saviour. mkecher miſcrable ? Awake | 
Sajnts,and atip-toe, wait, watch | 
and Hh tall 'thoy ſec him, who alone can fill 
eliy ſoul! ftriye, and run, till. you enjoy, 
Qne (mile of his, one laok of his loye, is worth 
the pleaſures of ten wogids-: where is thy heare, 
where are, thy defires, what's become of thy 
love? if Chriſt doth not affeR, draw, and fire 
_ ther, what wil? bur when. ———_ Aria 
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indeed, his.very looks 


_ Chri F, the oby 


in him, now 
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that. thou ſhale in a momene. feel a divine flame, 
which ſhall neyer be extinguiſhed, 'as Tong as 
2 of chy love, ſhall live: the. 
he 0 will put new. lifs, inco thy ſoul, 
and make thy love mhd joy freſh for cyer, chis is. 
he, O my foul, thas was wounded, chat thou. 
mighres be healed; this is he who-was crowned- 
with Thorns, that thou mighceſt be Crowned. 
with Glory ; chis, this is he char dyed, chat _ 
thou mighteſt live. fs nor all che-Glory of Hee 


ven wrapped up in him? Are not the Treaſhres, 


ndneſs, which were ſometimes hid_ 
opened? Tell me now; O my ſoul, 
isthere-any in:two worlds comparable to him? 


of divine ki 


Was. not- that he: that ſhelrered thee from the. 


ſtorms of God's wrath? V Vas not that precions. 

Body, the Shield which blunted che: Sword of 
ice, and:kept:the Arrowes of the Almighty 

pm doing dreadful execution upon thee, an E- 


 nemy, Traycor,and Rebel? VVes.ic nor be that 


laid down the price, .that bought chy pardon,. 
þ {ogra this Iohericance ? was ie not he, 

at fed chee with his Body, that broached bis 
heare. blood, to quench che chirſt of thy ſoul, 
the laſts of thy heart, and the flames of God's, 
indignation ? Look upon him, is be not made up 
of love ? I ſee now, it is not for nothing, thats 
the Virgins did loye-bim, ic was not withoug 
good. reaſon, that the Spouſe was fick; ic was 
not without very. good cauſe,that the Saints did 


fo long co be with Him z to be with him. did 
ſap? who ther hears ot bim, can chooſe bug 
mit ro les Him, who: that ſees him, ol 
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will ſo warm thy Soul,” | 


's\ he f LT wi} 
| Pad Fel 
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World cy be: ef wp L be 1 
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comm: if $Bae r of 
ef Mite chat 2 y ns vThuy ferve'therr * 
vrns, P ar b FIN is nizable one hath ” 
ahi 0; A rfidvplits fo lafgely. Tf you tan” 
F SIE afcer a this,and ſee fim when yoir die 
pltoig 4d ay pt will ſay, "1 Were roo Thott in 
r 


LS 00 ſupe Ictal in his coninens, 
Gi in of thar: the balf was tot rold you; 

if blefſednefs of d Saints lies/fh* 
aoert fhatl mect with all*the Children of. 


bg Re arid Have 'ommunign' with the Spirits 6F- 
may lb feos Thou ſhalt chen mdee. ue 4 


beft in ih fe company” was ſo watini 
whoſe wofds were nl aging, whoſe live 
djd ſo mnch'comman Refigion, their Faces Ade - 
- ch, ſhine, their converſation was in Heavembut 
_ an altergrion there isin'them for the bet." 
fer ! rheir Souls are now'fike Chrift nothing brit 
gface, love; ahd praiſe 3 fo Eiffefence im Judg- | 
ent, no pride or paſſion, nIthing that offends © * 
And how witf-chey welcome you eo their "Fas — | 
ers Honſe, yon that took finett<olihfel roge-' 
ther,chat went to the Houle of God, chat talk'd: 
of that es how glad' wilf you be, when ies 


= by 
25S - -Þ WE as on Ton "EE , 
+08 by « 
+ 45 ND ; ; 
« 4 ” . 
# oc; I : Be | 
BIN » gl] w+ol , 
oy vhs ''Q C7 5 = A F: ok a ACA rs; 4 _ ge cds Beit. 4. x; ks WR” oy > 
TS f pans (1 E4 LS SS.. Q : D ” 3 - de - be G 4 4 S T Ws ; 58s of 15 gk * 
"ts. PS - F F 


+ is. CO OR whe ix Oaks £4 £ 
L pt | - IR» Sk 7 nn 7 . FOR © SE -; 
"YR - b © 
L > . ” : 
p . 
by 
=. .v 
| all-cheſe 
E , : Y A R im 
4 - Y , 
*S. 3 4 


rites 'of that gre 


» Ho FRE TTY "II - ma oe bs 
; T4 y IE NES, , 


"4 3, 


\ \ - \ s 
%y F & z i > 


S- 
F 


” 


Saints ſoul inco thatPalace, where all the Fave | 
rince refide; andThoh thi 


Ly 


_ftand alſo'with L t upog, Mqun Zion, 1n the 
preſence of that.migh:y Kihg, arid ſhalt bebold, 


and live in his gloty forever: Aud is allthis iti- 
confiderable > What would I giveto ſee Enoch, 
that walked with God? How glad ſhould I] be to 
be acquainced with Elias? how Joyful,if I might 
have ſome diſcqurſe with Paw/? Would. it not 
make one coutapious {ri the cayſe'of Godjit one 
could hear Daniel, or the Three Childreri cell 
the ſtory of their deliverance ? How ſhould one 
be pleaſed to hive it from the Mouth” of Aoſpr, 
Foſbuah, and Caleb, whar God did for 1/rael ja 


_ the Fields of Ham the Red-Sea, and theWilder- 


< 


o 


neſs? and how he brought them inco the Land of 
£anaan ; how do you think'you ſhould be af- 


teRted ar ſuch things as theſe - why?” as formj- 


ible as Death looks, it's he that brings us £0 


© the ſpeech of all theſe, How loath are 'we now 
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ro part, when a knot of us have got together, 
to talk about che things of another, World? are 
notthe Saints the excellent ones,m whom is our 
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De, when all che Children t £0- 
, wieliour fear of being diſturbed by the 
iſtian. and Cai brood! when they meer 


_- 


' That, that's the melody, when a Quire of ten 
thouſand times tetthoutan@of Angels ſhall fing 


an Ecernal Song, and che hundred and forty an 


four thouſand, and that innamerable Company, 


ont of all Nations, Tongues,and Kindreds,ſhall 
ariſwer, ſaying, Bl-ſing,bonogr, glery,and power, 
be nnto Him that fits uptn the Throne, and unto 
the Lewb far ever and ever, Rev. 9 13. Luk. 13. 
28,29, Heb.1 1.22. Eph.z.19, 


5. An other thing wherein the bleſſcdneſs of 


| theSaints departed conſiſts,is,chac chen all cheic 
Prayers ſhall be fully anſwered, cheir defres fa- 
tisfied, and hopes enjoyed. They now ofc, with 
forrow-hett the reproaches of the wicked, who 
are ready to ask them, where is their God ? 
what is become of cher faſts, tears, and groans, 


to what purpoſe do they affli& themſelyes? whar 
profie is it for them co call upon God? whatt E . 
nefit is there in ferving the Almighty?The wick" 


ed boaſt of their heares deſire, and are ready co 
fleight Religion, -as a uſeleſs and contempridle 
_ thing. But i there not a time a coming, when 

the godly may ask them, whae profit they have 
now in their. pleaſures, .what comfort in. cheir 
greatneſs, Whar frujc of all cheir Jabours 2. and 
_ wich unſpeakible ſatisfaRion, produce their 

| Crown, and ſay, This, this was the prize th 


d never part, but joyn it Halleſujahs for ever. 
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Ueda our Eye, 


all ſafe enough, and: his Treaſre i lockediop 


t39) 
»; this was: che glory adhodcge 
which we ſo highly valued; Tho 5 our Goal be 
whom we have truſted, Ef. 25 9- The Seiats | 
ſhall chen ſee, that ic was-noc in vain eo ſeek, 
knock,and wait ; then they ſhall unferftand char . 
nothing was loſt, which was ſpent fortheir fouls 
and Heaven : they ſhall ſhorrly know, tharthe 
pooreſt hearty groan was heard, #he quickeſt e- 
Jaculations were not unobſerved, and thyt-the 
weakeſt ſincere Prayers were able to pierce the 
Heavens, -O who would -not-ſerve fck's Ma- 
ſter,who ean' forget any of his 1 nay,the Lord 
will infinitely our-do their requeſts, and give 
them more than cheir Tongues conld ask, and 
minds conceive.This is the portion of them that 
ſeek thee, thar ſeek thy face, © Jacob. 

_ 6, AtDeath,che Believer ſhall be poſſeſſed of 

God,and know what the beatificalyifion meant: 
and if you would be better ſatisfied what the 
my requeſt is,that you wouldlive holily, end go, 
and ſee. Andif after a (ighc and ſenſe of this in- 
comprehenfible glory, you finde that I have de- 
ceived you, by making you to oyer- value it, I 
.«m contented co bear che blame of an Impoſtor. - 


I am here bur brief, becauſe I muſt confeſs my 


Meditations are now at a loſs,and lence,and 2 
Roniſhmene muſt ſpeak the reſd. | 
7. That which is no ſmall addicionton Saines 
happineſs is this, that there is no fear of loling 
of it; his Enemies can't rob him, for they are 


there,where neitherMoth,nor Ruſt can corrupt, g 
"Nor i Thicyes break ror. ſeal; the nie ol 
? _E 's = 


(20) 


I Who ſhal MRS, me rods a of wh q 
-- : whey that ace ſafe in Heaven; need tiot to Enter- 
-tajn avy feargoHloſing their Inheritance. If God: 
_ that made Heayen, and brought them to it, en 
-fecure them;.if /Clirift that bought it for them, 
.can, make: good [his purchaſe, ' if. all challenges 
.are laid afide; they are well.enough , thy houſe 
.ſhal nor be ſhaken,tliy comforts are durable, and 
-the leaſe of chyEnheritanceruns parallel with the * 
fe of God, and muſt nor.etpire till Ecernity of 
S port Rom. J 433» Heb. 13+5- Af 54+ 1O. If. | 
3$-: alt; '-- ' 
.::8:The laſt thing-char I fhall mention wherein | 
the happineſs of the Dead, chat die in che Lord, 
: eonfifts, is in tbe full and: joyful. aſſurance of. a 
glorious reſutre&ion,and acquirtanee at the day 
of | & Their Bodies are:che ſacred Tem- 
.-ples. wherein God did dwell,they are not thers- 
fore to be buried in forgertulneſs, bue ſhall, be 
.reſerved-as Jewels in a Cabinet, and ac the Re- r. 
. rreRion, (rhey-hall be furbyſhed,, and ſet in 
- Glory; the very Duſt of the Saints is precious, . 
1and thoſe very Members, chat were altiſtanc to 
. the. Soul, in the Workhip of God, ſhall partake 
of its Glory ; z and upon this account,the People: 
» of God dye;in faich,thac cheir Bodies and Souls - 
ſhall have a bleed Meeting:; upon this account, / 
- Believers weep nor at the Intermenc of their 4 
» Chriſtian brethren,as choſe: which haye no bope, 
- but the thoughts of a fucure meeting ſwallows {| 
* , up the grief of preſent parting; they underſtand 
Ex bat.ic would he apiece of vakodogls tobe 
= _ avjevedattheirh tdo' 
—- St RERrIO 
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. "and wiſdom ask counſel of folly, bow he ſhould, 


We. 
hhſeen glory, and too much dere, that our 
wills ſhould be done before God?s. What a deal 
of ſorrow would the ſound belief of che realicy 
of invifidles prevent ? Wich what chearfulſnets 
-mighe the dear Children of God part,when they 
think how certainly, and ſpeedily they (hall ſee 
one another again, never to part mote; If the 
Dodrin ofthe Reſurre&ion were but better un- 
derſtoqd, it the Grave were but looked upon, 
as a Chamber co reſt in, and if faith could bur 
take Death to be bur an undrefſing, ro put on 
better raimene,how contentedly chen ſhould we 
be unclothed that we might be clothed with im - 
mortality: And why ſeems it a thing incredible 
that the Body ſhould riſe again? Is it aching in- 
credible,charhe which made a World out of no- 
thing, ſhould raiſe up our lifeleſs Duſt and ſcat- 
tered Bones ? Is any ching coo hard for the Al- 
mighty ? Was he put ro it, when he made Man 
out of a lump-of Clay? Is ir beyond his power 
£0 raiſe Children ro Abraham out of the yery 
Stones > Can nothing be a&ed by an Omnipo- 


-tent Agent, but it,muſt firſt be forged in our 


brains ? Shall God'indeed come and bow? to ns 


manage his affairs? Doth not God every Day 
do as great wonders, as this ? and hath nor he 
given our faith yery con':derable helps in this 
matter? Doch noc his yearly proyidences preach 


'thetrach'of this DoRrin > Whac Farmer chinks 
his Seed loft, whea ir's buried under che Clods, 
.*hen rhe Winter þath difrobed che Medowes, 


n1 covered chem wich a whice Mancle will you 
never bevireſſ2s oo 
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Flowers? but if all this fignify nothing, what do 
you think of what God hath done already ? Was 
Lazarus his ReſurreRion a cheat? and were the 
Evangeliſts miſtaken, whichcell us of the riſing 
of many of che Saints, and chat chey went into 
the holy City ? Is Chriſt ſtill in the Grave ? and 
if cheſe things be otherwiſe, why ſhould not that 
which bach been, be again? What - hath God 
leſs power than he had Is bis Arm weaker than 
it was - Is the Graye too ſtrong for him - And 
are the Doors of ir ſo faſt locked, that his Key 
can't open them-Did Chriſt promiſe. more than 
he couid make good, when he ſaid, 1. 34}. r4i/e 
them up at the laſt Day, O unheliet ! how doſt 
thon ſpoyl my comforts, and daunc.my courage, 
erath can'c lie, the Almighty cant be weak,God 
is til} like himſelf. And if the caſe be ſo, what a 
ood condition is the dead Saint,ine his life is 
id with Chriſt, and when Chriſt, who,is his lite, 
ſhall appear, he alſo ſhall appear wich .him in 
Glory , And what kind of Body will this. be? 
when it ſhall be like the glorious Body of Chriſt; 
perfeR, aRive, immortat. Look up to the Sky, 
- do you fee how bright chat Body.is, which light- 
ens the whole Y Vortd, how baſtly.chat Cham- 
 Þion runs co finiſh his appointed courſe > why 
that cold and dead Body ſhall ere. long be as glo+ 
rious, as the Sun in its ſtrength, & as hvely 1 its 


motions? How eaſily will ic mount into che Air | 
eo nieet the Lord in che Clouds? how: aQively 3 


will it paſs from one fide of the Heayens to ano- 


ther, with as much expedition, as it;ſhall defire ? * 
how. readily will it ran at the command of its | 
Oe Eg C2: -—- mos” nA 
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Sain witli their Greens, and decked with their 
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gre Maſter, and keep pace with thoſe winged | 


eſfengers the Angels, they ſhall be no/longer 
fuch heavy, dull pieces, of Clay, and bundles of 
Diſeaſes, but when they are called our of their 
Bed,chey ſhall be refreſhed abundantly,and with 


Joy meer their Souls, and be afed by them... O 


me chinks what kind of greeting will cheſe two 
old Companions have, when they ſee one ano- 
ther in an other world;whae ſtrange ſaJutations 
will they give each other. V Vill not che ſoul fay 
to the body, where hadſt thon, O my friend, 


that glorious ſplendor? who clothed thee in ſo 


lovely a dreſs? how cameſt thou by chat Majeſty 
and beauty? Art thou that Body which were 
wont to bear me company to the Houſe of God, 

Are thoſe the Eyes that wept fo oft ? Are thoſe 
che Feet which travelled fo many Miles co hear 
the V Vord.” O excellent alteration | well;now 
you ſee that your pains was not altogether loſt, 

and as for me, I have beheld the tory of our 
royal Bridegroom, I have yiewed his Chambers, 
and have lodged in his boſom, ever Yince you 
ad I parted; and I have found that he bath 


made good all his nromifes to a tittle. I had 


no ſooner parted from thee, but he ſent his 
Angels for me, and they bronght me with joy 


into his Pavilian,” and there did I ſee him com- 


poſed with Millions of ſuch Courtiers. and all 


.- our old Friends I ſaw there; and O fuch Joy, 


happineſs', and pleaſare is unſpeakable ; bur 
what found is that which I hear, Is it nor 
the: Voice of the Arch-Ange!? we are com- 
manded away ; VVho is char, do you think, 
"Char rides in ſuch ſkate, _ fo great a Train 


_ akree - 


— 


Priſoners to the Bar, 
curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 


hes 


"0 


afcer: him 2: who fits upon that Throne ; hark, 


bark, he calls you, make hafte, make haſte a- 
way. —— Come yer bleſſed of my Father, 
enter now into your Alafters joy : Dwell in 


the Manſions thar-I have prepared, poſlefs the 


Inhericance that 1 have given you: You are 


mine, and I am-yours, I haye betrothed you 


to. my ſelf 1: ng ſince, and now the marriage 
Day is come, and I egke you to be my Spouſe 
for ever. Before my Father, and cheſe my 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded V Vife 
for eyer: and I do-now for eyer acquit you 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remem- 
bred any more ; I inveſt you with the ſame 
glory that I poſleſs, I indow you wich all che 


Riches of my Kingdom, I will remoye what- 


ſoeyer may offend yon; look how your Ene- 
mies[cremble, I have already vindicated: you 
from all thoſe falſe impatations, which their 
malice did caſt upon you. I bave filenced your 
acculcrs, and for eyer ſtopped the Mouths of 
their great adyerſaries, and they ſhall immedt- 
ately be remoyed out of their fight, and- pay 
dearly for all cheir abuſes- Juſtice, call thoſe 
Depart from me ye 


and his Angels. And now my beloved, the 
Cloud is quice gone; come now into my Arms, 
T will neyer frown more, come away my love, 
my Dove, my undefiled, and refoyce in my love, 
you and I will never part more ; what 1 bave is 
yours,1 am well pleaſed in my choice,my Father 


loves you,as /do ; you ſhall be where Famaand 
have the ſame pleaſures that / haye, and liye as 
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146 to Eternity.  4men;hallelajah, even /o'coms* 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, "Mat.26.3 1,0. Fobn 
17:24. Riv,ale9,fc 1C0,15-33.54, Danl12s 
2, 3. Mal. 3.16,17. Mal. 4.1. 1 Theſcq. 14155: 
I6, 17, 18. Andis not this a ſufficienc reward, 
for thoſe poor-ſervices, which the believerdoth.. 
perform, while he lives upon the Earth? is there 
nothing. inal chis? Seemeth it'ro you a ſmall 
matter to be free from fin e Is ic no fayour.ta; 
be ſecured from Sathan ? nor that a defirable 
place, wherein there is ſo much-;glory, that the 
World in its beſt dreſs, looks like a deform*d 
ugly thing to it? V Vho would not -be gladto. 
have all Diſeaſes cured,pains removed, and wants: 
ſupplied > V Vill not that be a-:Day of comfort. 
indeed? when Faith ſhall beended in 5ghc,hope 
in enjoyment, defire in a deligheful and Ecernal' 
fruition * when patience ſhall have done all its 
work, when an everlaſting Jubilee ſhall put a 

period to'all forrows> 7s it no honour to be* | 

conyeyed into Heayen by a Guard of Angels 

Do you count it an inconfidetable fayour to fee: 

King ?e/ws in his Throne? Have yon nodefire: 

to be w th all your good friends, and to know: 

all the Favourites of Heaven? wou d you not: 
reckon it a great mercy,t9.have all your Paapers' 
anſwered co the fall > Will chere be no pleaſure: 
in che beatifical Viſion?. Would nar all this be. 
the more-confiderable, if. it-mightlaſhialhways?? 

Ts it no ſatisfaRion to. you, to know that; your. 

Body ſhall be raiſed; like Chr:{t's Body ?. and 

eha- your:Bodyp-andSout Giattbepndiickl}Ec- 

quirred,' ownettſ and/chieffed before: theigzear 

Court ;: an i: afterithis,” live in the ſame" give = 

| | = * 3 chat 
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that»Chrift lives in ; 15 all this be worth ths 
having, then the departed Saint is na loſer, and 


. we may well ſay, Bleſſed art the Dead-which dye 


”» the Lord... _ 


CY 


"Thus I have ſhewed who are they which dye 
in the Lord ; and proved that ſuch are bleſſed, 
and ſhewed wherein their blefſedneſs doth con. 
fiſt... now come to:make forme Improvement 
of-chis Dodtrin, \, .. | Ween 
* I LLITS 4p By sf Tſe: ls E : auf 
Firſs, 'By way..of.'Infortnation, that holineſs 
is nd fuck filly thing, as the World thinks it co 
be : Sure, if there be any thing in reſt, happi- 
neſs, «nd glory, then the Saine ſcarce deſerved 
the” imputation of :Fanaticiſme ; They which 
have: received;thair- Wages, will ſay, that the 
ſervice: of God_is not unproficable, and they 
finde themſelyes to. be no loſers, though. credit, 
eſtate, and blodd were ſpent in the cauſe of 
Clirift : ' Should you ask them, who, thorow 
many Tribulations, bave entred into the King- 
dom of Heayen Whether they repent of their 
diligence for Heayen, whether God bath not 
paid them double far their ſelf-denyal, loſſes, 
and. kinenefles * Would they not cry out truly, 
God.is good co. 1/rael, how great is that Trea- 
fure; that is laid-up for them that fear him? - 


Never ler any grutch to ſerve God cheerfully, 


for/ verily. he is a.xewarder of them which dili- 
gedpck bin. > to oy Ei So 
Dig:23 (Dt 13 1 fe Th. ....-. 

- Tf the. Saint beſo happy/in.apother World, 
then:let/ns: alt examine, whether we arein the 


 umber of choſe Perſons, for whom ſuch ghings 
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Ire caed.] Confider firs; that this is not 
like to be-every Man's Portion, all Men and 
Women are not Kings and Queens, nor all the 
Sons of eAdam Heirs of ſuch an Inheritance ; 
few ran (0 as to obtain, few fight ſo as to cOn= 
quer, and'pet the Field, few a&, as if this bleſ(- 
ſedneſs'vere' worth the minding ; and let me 
tell you, Heaven is not got with a wet Finger, 
moſt do. their work by the halves, and though 
the Spirit moye them, the Word, Providences 
call them, the Miniſters beſeech them, yet all 
will not do; they will not be perſwaded, bnt a 
few lazy wiſhes will do, as well as all che ſeri- 
ouſnefs-in the World, and thus they-will pue 
things to the venture, and count a bazard, in 
the matters of their Souls and Eternity, but a 
ertyial thing: We can't for our lives get Men 
eo be in pood earneſt, but they will bleſs them- 
felyes, though God curſe them, and take it for 
granted, hat all is well, when God knows they 
are inas fad a condition, 2s can well be imagi- 
ned on this fide of Danination. We tell them 
thar moſt miſtake, and that miftake here is che 
moſt deplorable ; and yer ſtill Men ate aſleep ; 
_ and what if this ſhould be chy condition,O Sin- 
ner, that comeſt hither for ſaſhion ſake, and 
fics there very trim and -cheary > VY Yhar ſayft 
thou'Man, art provided for Eternity? V Vhat 
ticle haſt "thou to Glory > Doſt thou know 
what it-means to be' conyinced of Sin? VVas 
it ever made Joathſome to thee ? And canft 
thou ſay thou hateſt ic with a perfe& hatred F 
. and that not only as contrary: to thee, and as 
| 1] byings Hell, Miery, 2 Damngriga with 
os 4 5 bs 
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ie, bat as; it js' contrary co God ; abuſing his. - 
goodneſs, hating hiv purity , dethroning his 
jeſty, hath fin ever looked you in the face 
beſmeered with the blood of Chriſt? Were you 
ever made to ynderſ}and your abſolute necd of 
Chriſt? Did you ever make a compleat refig*. 
nation of your ſelf to him? and hath ic been 
your bufingfs to a for him ? and haye you fele 
any ſtrength coming from him, enabling of you 
tO bring forth fruic meet for repentance, and to 
dye unto fin, and to live unto righteouſneſs ? 
and yet after all this, haye you looked upon your 
ſelf as an unprofitable ſeryant > what experi. 
ence have you in,theſe things ? put chis queſti- 
on home co thy conſcience, ſay, am 7 acquain= 
ted with ſuch things or no? Are theſe things 
Riddles to me, or do know what they mean - 
well now, have you done as 7 bid you,and what 
ſaith conſcience? is it altogether filent,or doth 
te put you off ill another time f yby, then 
ſpeak agajn, and again, 8nd ask it whecher this 
be not a ſerjous queſtion, and a buſineſs of ſome | 
tmporcance : bur becauſe: People for the moſt. 
pare trif]2 in. chis great buſineſs, I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething by way of Lamentation and con- 
vigion, | Bod ET 2 Oe a A ae Rs 
ah ſe 11T. | | 
Is it fo,that they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
then what a caſe-are- they in, which live and die 
out of Chriſt ? if none þuc the friends and chil- 
dren of God be thus\happy, whae will become 
of chem which are aliens from. the Common- 
wealch of 1/rael, thative without Godin the 
World? YVhere ſhall the wicked apd:ungodly 
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ly fight would it be, ſhould God ſtrike all then 
dead, which lye in-their fins, and know not 
Chriſt, it is co he feared; that the Aſſembly 


would be far thinner than it is ? ſhould the 
Graves open, and the ſouls and Bones ſay to us, 


make haſt, make haſt, ger up your ſouls dreſſed, 
for within three Days you muſt lie in this black 
and cold Chamber wich us ?. How' would this 
make moſt of our Faces to gather paleneſs, and 
our joynts ready to knock one againſt another? 
but what if another Voice: ſhould ſecond it, 


and one ſhould come roaring out of Hell,wrap- 


ped about with Flames, and ſhonld fay, it is 2 
fearful thing to fall inco the hands of the living 
God,they that die in fin muſt be buried itn Hell, 


_ and if chis yery moment, you do 'not turn, you 


muſt take a place with us in ehoſe corments, 
from which there is no redemption 4 V Vould 
this move you? why firs, is there not as much 
reaſon that you ſhould believe God, as the dam- 
ned? O what wonders are ſtupid finners ! bow 
unconcerned do they go up ard down, as it it 
were a yery caſy thing to: prepare for Death, 
and a needleſs thing to think of Eternity.  O 
you that know a lictle, what the life and. death 
of g ſoul is, come help us co mourn over our 
dead, Doth not the very Aire ſmell of the dead? 
Are not their numbers ſcarce to be computed? 


. whole Families, Towns, Cities, and ſcarce one | 
living foul amongſt-thenr!- O where, where'is _ 
anr pity bow can we bear to'ſee-fo may mil>* 


* 
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zppear ? O' whit: a-lamentable condition ar@ 
moſt of che VVorld in! if 'we' could ſee altthe 
dead Souls in this Conpregation,what a ghaſt«/ 
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4 Ste... Die 
Lone g0 tothe Pic, and nor beſtow one tear np? 
on chem ? what's the matter;z*O my ſou}, thay 
ehou art no more compaſſionate? would Heſter, 
Teremiah, Pax; nay,would the King-and Prin- 
ces of Nmiveh have been no:more troubled, if 
Souls had been-in the ſame danger in their days, 
as they are in ours. But that I may a litcle move 
my felt and: others; let 'me commune a little 
with you, you'are yet in your ſenſes, and baye 
the ule of your 'underſtandings, - and are not 
drutes nor ſtones, * ſhall I have leave- to reaſon 
the caſe a ſictle with you > do you neyer uſe 
your reaſon ?-have you nor'a principle of ſelf- 
preſervation ?''do you neyer conſider whither 
you are going, while you make haſt to Hell? 
Do you neyer think of Heaven ? and is it fo 
frightfgl a place, that you ſhould be afraid of 
it? will it undo you to be ſaved? and is that 
blefſednefs, which I have ſer before you, ſo con- 
temptible a thing, that you will not ſo much as 
give the chouphes of it one Hours entertain- 
ment in your foul? Can you be contented with- 
out it, and prefer your ſhort lived pleaſures be- 
. fore it ? if the caſe be ſo, thank your ſelves, if 
you haye your choice, blame not God, if he de- 
ny you that which you thought not worth the 
accepting: As for us Minifters, we call God, 
Angels, and Men to witneſs, that we have told 
yeu of 'your danger, and if you-will not take 
warning, who can help it ; if. we knew. what 
inthe World todo to preyent your ruine, God 

forbid but that we ſhould readily do ir, but if 
- ufter all your threatnings, perſwaſions, and in- * 
$reaties, you will go on till, why, your _ F 
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þ6 upori y6ne-own Souls; but though I ſpeaks 
ar T hops better things of many here ka, 
and chings chat do accompany ſalvation. I ſhail 
ſpeak for your incouragement in the next Uſe.;. 

rigs! Uſe IF. » Foes 
- © Ts it ſo, that they .are bleſſed that dye in the. 

Lord, why then ſhould the belieyer be ſo mucty 
afraid ot Death ?7 What though it be the King 
of tercors, Is it ſo to all > Have not ſome hand-. 
led this Serpent without any fear?. What have 
I been proving all this while } Is there not. one. 
word of ſenſe in all that hath been ſpoken? ger 
burthis ſecared that you are a Child of God; 
' make but the King your friend, and then nei- 
ther his Serjeant, nor his Porter will do you 
any hure, except to arreſt your enemies, and to 
open the Gates of his Palace to you, and to ad- 
mit you into his Preſence be counted an injury 2 
who would he afraid of everlaſting ceft, why 
ſhould any one be ſo loth to have his diſeaſes 
healed, why ſhould we be ſo unwilling to receive 
that which we ſeem with much earneſtneſs to 
ask ? Will the. Priſoner chooſe always to live 
confined ? will he fall in loye. with his Chains, 
or- be angry with him that comes to knock off 
his ſhackles? Is the miſerable Captive afraid of 
his liberty > why do you hear, pray, and read? 
to what purpoſe do you five, watch, and hopes 
Is it all for that, which you tremble ro have; 
what report doth faith bring of another World? 
Doth it tell you that it is a Land.of Darkneſs - 
and ſorrow,or that ic'is a'place of joy, pleaſure ; 
and happineſs ? and what Rill Joath-co depare, _ 

is this World the more deficable of /the wa _ 
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as - 4 
and are thy fins and carnal Companions more” 
tfovely than Chrift ! If che eaſe be ſo, then why 
doſt chon talk of believing ? Is this your faich ? 
the truth of it is, if this be thy caſe, chou haſt- 


' NO great reaſan to be oyer delirous of leaving 


this World, for I perceive thou haſt buile thy 
Houſe here, and doſt not take Heaven for chy 
Reſt, but in caſe of abſolute neceſlity; thou 
thinkeſt ic a more tolerable place than Hell and 
Torments. But thou art nor the Perſon, that I 


. have now to do with, I ſhall ſpeak a word or 


two te ſuch by and by: my errant it is to thee, 
O praying and believing Saint, I would fain 
hearten thee up a little, chat thou may*ſt ſhew 
the World,that Heaven is not ſo ſorry a prefer» 
ment,as that one ſhould hardly be perſwaded to 
accept of it, but that it is indeed wha: the Scri- 
ptures, Miniſters, and the Children of God ſay 
it is. O contradi& not your profeſſion, and lee 
the wicked ſee, that you have got ſomething in 
an other Wortd,and that your happineſs begins 
there, where theirs ends. Y6u work hard; and 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wapes, I hope you will not ſay that che 
Lord is a hard Maſter, and that his wages are 
not worth the receiving. Let the wicked eremble 
and che enemies of God fear, and let the work- 
ers'of iniquity be afrfid of their appearance be- 
fore their Jud9e: Bur ler not the tairbful ſubjeR 


. dread his King, the Wife ber Husband, nor the 


Child his Father. 1-would fain argue 'my ſelf 


and others out of thoſe laviſh fears. Confider 
hes, that'now-geath' bath 1oſt its ting, and the 
CO TEE {FiWube | 


©. 7 -. 
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{| de as careful in keeping his watch,as he ought)... 
maybe able co ſpeak che ſame Language,as Pay 
did. O Death where i thy Sting, O Grave where 
i thy Victory » 1 Cor. ig. 55. And to meto liye 
is Chriſt, and-to dye is gain z 7 defere to be diſ- 
ſolved and to be with-Chrift, If Death were like 
co make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, 
I ſhould then be far from-blaming theſe thy fears 
bur I ſhould rather wonder, that: they are not a 
thouſand crimes greater. But me-thinks a Soul - 
that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chriſt, 
that underſtands what he is worth,and chat hath 
ſome good reaſon to ay, my. beloyed is mine, 
and.I am bis,me thinks (I ſay) fuch a one ſhould 
not. defire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
protraed. Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
nothing to dye, but life ic ſelf would be as con. 
fiderable an exerciſe of patience, as any thing 
in the- World, let me therefore again expoſtu- 
late the caſe with thee, and do what I can to 
ſhake off chote unwarrantable fears. What is it 
that you are ſo much afraid o&? Is it of pains ? 
why, when you are dead, you will feel none, 
they be the living which feel pains, and I be. 
lieye there are few living, but.at one time or 0- 


|} ther feel asmuch-pain as ſomedo intheir death; 


and if their pains be acute, they are like to be 
horr, and if they be nor acute, they may be the 
more eaſily born. . Are you loath to feaye your 
friends, I hepe God's Saints, &&Angels are other 
| gueſs friends chan any you have here. You haye 8 

ine Houſe,and ſweet conveniences, alas, *tis but 
a Hog-ſty,or a Nunghil,jf compared with Hea® 
Yen., But how ſhall I do for my Child:eo? wha 

p : FE Tis ; Will - 
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do you-make nothing of God's rrolle [ 
's not he a Father to che Fatherfels ? Andis it 
nor his corimand, that'we ſhould' leave our Fa- 


wilt becods SFthem Shen Fin dead and goties' 


therleſs Children with him >, Can't God take as | 


good care of chem as you?" O, bur the Grave 
is a doleful place, and who' can think with any 
Eomfore of being nail*d up in a Coffin, and co- 
vered oyer with Earth, and of rotting under 
ground ; Why Man, is the Reſurre&ion' no 
comfort to thee? if there were no ſuch thing, 
this arguing were the more excuſable ; who 
dre you I pray, that you ſhould be priviledged 
above all che Kings and Monarcks fnce the be- 
ginning of the World, which of them have ſe-, 
 <ured themſelves from the power of Death > 
which of them conld retain their breath a mo» 
ment,when Death had received bis Commifſion 
to ftop i it. Are you better than Abraham, 1ſaac, 
8nd 74cob,did not David fee torruption,and the 


Fathers, where are they? nay,did not Chrift bes 


and dye ſobitter®n death, as I believe never an 

From the foundation of the world ever did.Niuj 

"God make thee the third that muſt be Cagta 
out from'Man-kind, to be tranflared to Glory ? 
do you' walk as Execk and £/izz did? and if you 
v0, T know you would then be fo humble, not 
to expe this prerogative ; and ſo' full of love 
£o God, as to be contented co die, if it were 2 
hundred deaths, fo you might bur enjoy him for 
ever: And what ſay you now? is there not @ 


root of unbelief ar che botrom's is chere nor. 


fomething of Atheiſm in'this- hath nor the! 
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| doyou think you haye nor had-time enough yet 


to fin'? would you fain diſpleaſe Goda little 


more - do you imagine that you haye not ſuffi- 


Ciently abuſed his goodneſs # if not, what is the 


matter - O, 7 want. Aſſurance 1-did 7 but know 
that 7 am indeed reconciled to God, then, O 
then 7could die as willingly as ſleep! The truth 
of it is, there can be no ocher reaſon that.can 
bear any great weight, except this, anda deſire 
to glorifie God more in bringing in. ſouls eo 


him. , As for this latter, I wave it; few of my 


bearers being ſo much concerned in that,as Mt- 


_ Hiſters are ; but as-for the former, 7 would upon 


this account put, you upon the moſt ſpeedy and 
ſerious diligence 1n this work. 7 belieye the 
Apoſtle had ſome reaſon on his fide, whea he 
did.ſo earneſtly perſwade the People of God to 
uſe all diligence to make their Calling and Ele. 
&ion ſure, and co work out their own ſalyation 
wich fear and trembling. Why then ſhould not 
eyery Chriſtian without delay ſer upon this # 
And chen.che.next news we ſhould hear, would 
be; Come Lord Jeſus, why are thy Chariot 
wheels ſo long acoming ? O that I mighr bue 
come to cternal life, though thorough the yal- 


| key of the ſhadow of death! *Tis opr trifling with 


God that makes the choughts of our appearing 
before him to be fo dreadful,” Our tormalicy, 
deadneſs and coldnels, our worldly mindedngfs 
and lazineſs, doth us a world of injury, This, 
this difturbech our peace,this ftrengthens Satan 
and [blurs our. evidences, and makes us go de- 
Jponding into another-world, and. this brings 
ig KA 
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_ -»*, Tv/ie fo that' they are blefſed that die inthe 
"Lord, &c:.be hence exhorced,; co live fo as char 
-you may die in the Lord. Will you take ſo much 
"pains for a licele gains in this life, - and will you 
take none at aſl for eternal bleflings > How ma- 
'ny hazardous voyages haye ſome of you made ro 
Ginnee, and the Exft- Indies, to get Gold and 
Spices?how maiyy terfible ſtorms haye you beef 
41n,and what inconceivable hazards haye yourun 
'that you might enjoy your ſelves in age,& have 
ſomething to carry you comfortably and decent- 
ly eo your graves? O why ſhould you not be as 
folicicous in your ſoul conterns? Remember my 
dear friends, that you are bound for anotber 
'world, and you muft ere long fail into the Of- 
'tean of Erernicy- Confider what your laidins 
8, and whether jt will retarn-eo any account 
when you come home to your great Owner. Me 
thinks you of all Men ſhoyld-chink Grace the 
beſt commodity, and Chriſtianity the beſt trade, 
and the ſecuring of everlaſting happineſs, the 
-greateſt wiſdom, How can you live withifia 
few inches ef death, and-look the King of tet- 
rours in the face eyery day, without fome well- 
-Srounded evidences of your intereſt in God's. 
love > O who would not tabour to get our of 
danger ? Who would not think it a bleſſed e- 
Kate to be beyond fears * Who can cake ic ro 
be an unneceſſary work to'ſecure g ſoul Is not 
this the one thing needful'? what ſhould a Mai 
get, if he ſhould gain che whole world, and loſe 
Lis own ſoul # and whac ſhall a'nfan give in cx% 
change tor his ſoul? But you Protelfors, i” i 
bar | | He "Re 
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all, it concerns you to make as ſure as can be pol- 
fible,of ſomerhing better chan you can have here 
below. What a lamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo ſo many reproaches for Chrifts 
ſake, to venture your liberties, and to hazard 
your eſtates,and after all co be left in woful un- 
certainties? Ir would be a dreadful thing to lo'e 
the comforts of both worlds.O make ſure work! 
your pains and coſt here will pay its own char- 
ges > be not daunted,'cis a thing hath been done; 
what do you ſay? will you take ſome pains in 
the examining of your heart - will you keep 
any guard over your ſelf? will you wreſtle for 
this blefling » O what courage and comfort 
ſhould you be endowed withlwi.h what a cheer- 
ful countenance may you meer death ? and how 
quietly lie down in your grave being ſupported . 
with the hopes of a bleſfeg Eternicy,and a glo+ 
rions RefyrreFion. - da 
Bat I ſh4)l a lictle alter my diſcourſe,and turn 
my ſelf to the careleſs ones of che world,which 
think little of deach;and leſs of eternity, I had 
occalion before to bewail your condition, and 
now 7 might renew? my lamentations, as fearing 
that whar 7 have ſpoke,or may ſpeak, will have 
very little operation upon you, but howeyer4 
cannot leaye you thus, bur 7 muſt try once more, 
how a plain compaſſionate exhortation will pre- 
vail, Othat 7 could cell what words to ſpeak, 
that mighe teach your heart! O that 7 could 
Expreſs my ſelf in ſuch meleing words that mighe 
break the yery ſtones / O that you may ſee! this 


exhortation / | : 
Men,Bretbren, and Fathers, pive me leaye to, 
EN 105 ® 
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(58) 
ro ſhew my affe&ions in the moſt real demons» 
trations that may be. Sirs, I am come to beg 
of you for Gods fake, to be willing to live; I 
beſeech. you deſpiſe nor the blefling, but accept 
Chriſt and ſalyation while they are offered, 
Were.it aching poſſible to be happy any. other 
way but by Chriſt and a holy lite, I ſhould fpare 
my labour. 1t glory could be obtained upon ea- 
fier rerms than the Goſpel ſpeaks of, I ſhould 
eaſe my ſelt and you of this trouble, And if any 
were like to be bleſſed after death, but ſuch as 
dic inthe Lord, I ſhould-be the more indifference 
in this matter;but fince that cannot be,methinks 
thoſe three weighty words, Life, Death, Eterni-» 
ty,ſhould have a mighty influence upon you, O 
let not a dayÞpals without ſome ſerious thoughts 
of this} I need not-perſwade you to loye your 
livesnature teacheth you to do that z but there 


is another life, which is hid from the World, 


which moſt forget ; O think of that! chat's a life 
indeed a life of joy, happineſs and pleaſyre!death 
ſounds oft in the ears;every paſling bell tels you, 
that your breath is going, and chat your turn is 


coming, and all the Coffins that are carried by . 


your doors, ſay, prepare, do your work quickly, 
*rwvill ſhortly be too late, But who underſtands 
the meaning of this Preacher » who takes any 
thought of another life,makes ready for death, 
and looks into Ecerrity - O Eternity!Eternity! 
how rarely do Men think of Eternity ! O that 
now ſome would begin to be wiſel!Do yoa think 


your San will never ſet / will your ſands be ne» 


ver run out.- and do you know what dying is - 
| then 


my 


ſet you ynderRand_ how dearly 7 love you, and- 


'Y 


'Y 


5, op | " (59) . | 
2 the EEK of the houſe will Geabis, tha 


\ windows ſhall be ſhur,and inſtead of the daugh- 


ters of Mufick, the voice of groaning, lamens 
tation and weeping. Ic may. be death will lay 
his cold hand firſt upon thy feet,and bind chem; 
and they are as cold as the earth, and whar d 
damp doth this put upon thy ſpirit ? and then 
you cry, once more ſend for the Door, and he 
comes in haſte. O Sir, a world for breath;half 
my eſtate to preſerve my life a day or ew@ long. 
er; and what anſwer doth he make ? ,Sir, *cig 
bat a folly to flatter you , all the art incheworld 
will not keep you alive two hours longer ;-what. 
did you ſend for me for, to x dead man ? and ſo. 
he flings away in a rage; and how doth the 
fainting Patient hear ſuch ridings |- O- what 
ſhall I do! what, will all forſakerme ? can no 
body help me? well, ſend for.a Miniſter, and. 
what ſaich he, Sir,how have you lived? did you 
pray in your Family ? do you know experimen« 
cally what Regenetation is? what do you ſay? 
Sir, I do not underſtand that word : What xlid. 


youneyer hear a Sermon in your life? were you 


born in England ? To be regenerated, is to be 
born again, do ypu know what chat is? O.no, 
that's impoſlible ! ! Why then, Sir, you are in'a- 
lamentable condition indeed; you cannot live 
an hour longer, and if you die in this ſtate, you 
muſt go-to Heil, as ſure as God is in Heaven.. 
O how doth chat word ſtrike the Man to the. 


heart 1 and what a flame hath he wichin / and 


what horrour is his ſoul filled with ! Ic cannot 
be imagined what Agonies the ſoul as,well as 
the body now labours under. O that I migbe. 
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hopes come to this woe, woe,woe to me poor 
wretch, whither am I now going? where ſhall 
{ now dwell? who ſhall be my companions for 
ever? O that I had but now a little of that grace 
which I deſpiſed in others! but it's now too 
late! O my heart, I am pained at my heart / O 
my breath ic is going,ic is Juſt a going ! O what 
ſhall I do! O *cis coo late! O what ſhall — 
And thus his breath goes, and his friends come 
round about him, and one lifts up his band, and 
char falls down again like a log, and others feel 
upon his noſe, and there's no breath, and then 
they ſay he is gone, and ſo one cloſeth his eyes, 
and others ſtrip him, and lay him our, and ewo 
days after he is put into the Grave : but where, 
where is the ſoul? And thus one goes after a- 
nocher, and ſhortly all this Generation will be 
ferved thus. And chou, O careleſs ſoul,as lictle 
as thou mindeſt all chis, it may be thou mayft be 
the next,and what will become of thee, if death 
| Eake thee unprovided! Now Sirs, what will you 
do?. will you go on juft as you did? will you 
pac far from you the thonghts of the eyil day ? 
will you ſhake of the ſenſe of chis as ſoon as you 
- cane I believe that this is none of the pleaſanc- 
eſt diſcourſes co ſome of you: But I would haye 
you to know chat my buſineſs is not to pleaſe 
yoar fancy, but to ſave your ſouls, and to wake 
you out of your dead flcep ; and if I do but this. 
| Thaveenough. Once more therefore I muſt ak 
you what you intend co do; will you endeayour 
to live to Chriſt, chat you may die in the Lord? 
or will you do as others do,put off the thoughts 
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of theſe things till it be coo late? Ts this a que- 


ftion ſo hard to be anſwered? Well, me thinks 
the very looks of ſome of you ſpeak you co be 
Perſons refolyed,and by this time you are ready 
to ask how you ſhall do to be of this numbeg 
chat ſhall diz in the Lord, and he bleſſed; how 
you may trade fo as to get the moſt durable 
riches; and how you may live fo as to gain by 
death? In general;I anſwer,If you would have 
death gain, you muſt live co Chriſt ; make it 
your work and bufineſs to ſecure an intereſt in 
Chriſt, let religion run thorow all you do; (but 
for your fuller information in this mattef, I ſhall 
refer you to the latter end of my Book of Ac. 
quaintance wich God, which is now reprinted)at 
preſent my advice ſhall be, chat you would fol- 
low them, who thorow faith and patience are the 
inheriters af che promiſe; and propoſe to your 
ſe]ves the examples of the moſt eminent Chrie 
ſtians ; ſuch as this precious young Mans, whoſe 
Funeral Rites we are now whit yon 3s and hee 
cauſe examples are yery cogent,and affet moſt, 


* more than orecepts, I ſhall preſent you with. an 


account of ſome of this holy young Mans pra» 
Aices and experiences ; Take them therefore as 
I have gather'd them by my own experience and 
intifnace knowledge of him; and as I have col- 
1:&ed chem out ". flog. ſheets of h's own wri- 
eings, Bur let ic not be though:, I beſeech you, 


that out of cuſtom or flactery, I ſpeak ſuch Fa- | 


neral Commengations; were he but a Common 
Chriſtian, I would have forborn ſpeaking any 
thing of this nature, for fear of hardening (:n- 


ners. I muſt deal plainly, I abhor that curſed. 
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Aattery in commending all that are buried , as 
-if to die, and to go to Heaven were all one. [ 
know many rotten Poſts are guilded'; many Se- 
pulchres that are full of Bones, and putrified 
fleſh, are painted, and many Profeſſors are ex- 
rolled at their death, who did no good while 
chey lived, excepr'it were the giving ſome pite 
tifal pitrance-to the poor when they could keep 
it no longer. I queſtion not but that thouſands 
are praiſed upon Earth, that are condemned in 
Heaven ; 'and many applanded for Saints, that 
will be found among the Devils and damned. 
HxpeR it not therefore as a thing like to be u- 
ſual wich me to commend dead Perſons. As I 
would Judge none, ſo I dare commend but few. 
This only by way of Apology. I ſhall come to 
the thing promiſed, to propoſe ſome imitable_ 
paſſages of the life of T. 27, | 
' 1. He began to look Heayen-ward betimes; 
he was made to remember his Creator in the 
days of his yourh , his firſt conviQions were at 
about twelye years old, but they had no abiding 
impreſſion upon him ; the-great work was begun 
to purpoſe between ſeventeen and eighteen. [ 
ſhall be the more brief here, becauſe you have 
_ the account more full from his own hand, The 
change chat was wrought upon him did expreſs 
more of the power of God, and the riches of 
his grace than ordinary. The Lord made his 
work upon him yery clear and diftin&, for he 
broke in upon his ſoul like an armed Man, and 
ſhook hjm terribly over Hell, and che terrours 
of God ſet themlelyes in array againſt him, and 
the poiſon of his arrows drank up his ſpirics, 2g 
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—— ME 
did appear in its colour to him- as upſy as the 
Devil, and as dreadful:as Hell ic ſelf; ſo that the 
foundation was laid:in:yery deep humility. O 
then, how frightfula thing was fin, yea his be- 
loved fin, the fin of paming was made moſt 
loathſome and abominable, ſo that for that he 
foathed himſelf in duſt and aſhes, and looked 
upon himſelf as unworthy to tread upon God's 
ground, and had not God ordered it ſo as that 
che firft Sermon he heard. after this great con- 
vigion was upon that Scripture, 1 Tim, I. 15, 
he had eyen fallen into deſpair, but the thoughes 
- of God's having mercy upon the chiefeſt of fin- 
ners, did a little ſupport his foul, and gave him 
hopes of a poſlibility of being ſaved. - * 

2. This puc him upon -firong groans and 
Prayers, thar the Lord would pitty him as ever 
he would pity any poor Creature in the world, 
O that' he would pitey: him; haft chou not a 
blefling for me, O God, even for me; what ſhall 
I do, now I am without God,Chriſt, or Grace, 
my condition-is fuch I cannoc bear ic, who can 
be contented to be damned! O picty me, pitty 
me, dear Lord, I cannor tell what ia the world 
todo; mercy,mercy,mercy, or I am loſt;mercy 
ſpeedily,or I am loſt for ever; And fo he:conti» 
nued in a way of duty, reading,and praying,and' 
inquiring,and reſolving thus to do all bis days ; 
and now farewell- wicked: company ; farewell 
ſports, and -yanicy, and idleneſs, the: grear bufi- 
neſs of: minding his ſoul. now ſwallows hits ap, 
and after a while he hath a little more/peace than 
he:had; bur upon further enquiry and- wai;zng 
tpon the:means, he was convinced that all chis 


% 


_ would- not do without che Riptiteoyſneſs of 
Chriſt: And cis. brings.me to the nexc thing, 
$. He was deeply.conyinced of the abſolate 
neceſhty and excellency of Chriſt, and broughe 
off from his own righteouſneſs,to high prizings 
and admirings of Chriſt, take his own words, 
« And is it true indeed, hath Chriſt done and ſuf- 
* fered ſuch things for thee, O my poor ſinful, 
© vile, odious polluted ſoul, and what wile not 
*thou love him now? Q think a little what put 
© him upon all this, was it any ſelf-intereſt, is he 
* any gainer by thee, he got nothing but grief, 
* pain and death, O my foul it was free, pure 
© and undeniable love, that cauſed him to do 
* and ſuffer what he did; conſider again, O my 
© ſou!,what cauſe was there that he ſhould make 
© thee a partaker of the benefit of his blood; 
* what waſt thou, Oh a moſt loathſome (inner, 
* and what wilt thou nor yet love bim? O Lord, 
©I am aſhamed of my own heart, that I cannorx 
© raiſe it co'the higheſt pitch. of admiration of 
* that infinite boundleſs love. O love, loye,love; 
*O thar I could love thee, O Lord, I would 
© fain be fick of love,O that I could dye fick of 
© love tothe, O thag I could feel thee warming 
*my heart wich char quickning blood which thoit 
© ſheddeſt-upon the Croſs; O what love is like 
* to that, O my ſoul, it was ſhed for thee who 
©was an enemy, a rebel, a delpiſer of Chriſt ? 
* awake © bleſſed ſpirit and blow upon my ſoul, 
- © and kindle a fire which may burn with love to 
' * Chriſt; to all Ecernicy,jAmen, Amen, 
4- He did upon this.ina ferious and ſolemn 
manner give bp himſeli eo the. Lord ina Cover' 
TE itz nant, 
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(65) | 
pant, (I ſhall not repeat the words of this Co2 
yenant, becauſe they are taken verbatim our of 
my Book of Acquaintance with God) and he 
ſubſcribed his name to ir,and kept it as 2 witneſs 
before the Lord,and co quicken his own foul to 
a more cloſe walking with God according to tha 
Articles of that Covenant. [288 | 

$5. Aicer he was gone thus far,his bowels be- 
gan to yern over his Chriſtleſs friends, ſome of . 
which (1 perceive by his letters) began eo abuſe 
him for his ſeriouſneſs, and to deride his iri&- 
neſs, and jeer at his holineſs: ſhall I give you 
a taſte of his ſpirit, I cannor do it in warmer 
words than his own,which are as followeth, — 
£ Yours I received, but whether I dare to thank 

© you for it, I know not, for truly I cannot ex- 
« preſs the trouble that hath fince_ ſeized upon 
< my ſpirit; O poor ſoul, what ſhall I ſay unto 
© thee? O ny@bowels, my bowels, they yern to- 
© wards thee, Fam pained,yea I am pained while 
* I think upon thy condition, what ſhall I do for 
© thee, whar ſhall I ſay unto chee ; I could be 
* contented that theſe Lines were writ with my 
* yery heart blood, ſo that they might affe& thee; 
©O [{ had rather die than receive another ſuch 
© Letter from you, I could not reliſh it, it was 
© bicter, I could not ſee the name of dear Jeſus 
«in it, — how can I think of your blind ſuper- 
« ſtition,#nd not mourn and lament oyer a dead 
* foal } you ſay you are ſorry, and you are trou- 
* bled. Whar is the matter, are you ſorry that [ 
© ſhould concern my ſelf about my ſoul, and a- 
© bout yours , you would not trouble your ſelf 
* about theſe things now, if not now-I pray _ 
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066) 
© will you, at the hour of Death, at the Day of 
© Judgment, O then it will be too late; O now 
* or neyer, delays are dangerous. O Ecernity, 
©« Eternity, O where ſhall yours and my Soul 
* dwel) co-all Eternity. Oh, either in Heaven, 
< or in Hell, either with Chriſt or Devils, the 
© Soul that fins ſhall die; your debt is preat,the 
© juſtice of God muſt be ſatisfied, and nothing 
© can do it. but the blood of Jeſus, O for this 
* precious Jeſus, make not light of Chriſt, he is 
© precious, he is altogether lovely ; 1 would not 
* for ten thouſand worlds quit my ſhare in him, 
and in that which is the matcer of your fear; 
© yon complain that IT have left the ways of our 
* fore-iathers, —I fear you take the ſhadow for 
© the ſubſtance ;' what is the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
* without the Baptiſm of the Spiric, what good 
© will the bowing at the name of Jeſus do them, 
< which perſecute him in his memhggs, and have 
< him not formed in their hearts, F © that God 
* would cut aſunder your falſe hopes; it Chrift 
© were in you, you would rejoyce to think that 
* he hath been at work in my ſoul, was I born 
* withtheſe principles which you read in my laft 
© Letters, 7 am ſure 7 was once of an other mind 
*chan now 1 am,but bleſſed, yeaadmired be free 
* grace, which hath made me to differ from my 
© ſelf and others. 7 am afraid you underſtand 
© not my meaning,when I ſpeak of love to God 
© and- Regeneration, as long as { only-concern- 
*.ed my (elf about the World, and not my ſoul, 
© you kindly, entertained my. Letcers; but no 
* ſooner did 7 ſpeak of repentance, andthe. af- 


Fairs of our pours neyer dying ſouls, bur: then 
Chis 
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| g00d, he ſtudied Mr, Herbert ' Palmer's little 


' Encyof expreſſion, and with what mighty affe- 
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© you are troubled, and cannot bear it. 7 tell 
© you,T lay dead almoſt eighteen years, and then 
£ 7 had a gracious wound from my dear God, 
© which made me cry cut, where am 7,7 am un- 
© done, I am undone, my fin will damn'me, Q 


 * what ſhall 7 do for a Chrift/— And at this rate 


he goes on writing many Letters, which did all 
breath a divine ſpirit. " | 

6. He was very ſpiritual in his diſcourſe, ang, 
by that he pur lite into moſt of them that con- 
yerſed with him ; how helpful was he to young 
Chriſtians 1 how ready to hearten them up in 


the ways of God, and how able to diſcover: to 


them the policies of Satan ! he was ſcarce in his 
element, but when he was doing or receiving of. 


Book about making Religion ones buſineſs, and. 
he did in a great meaſure put ir into praGices 
To uſe his own expreſſions, *© / did, ſaith he, 
© ]abour to ſpiritualize common acion, and to 
© ſerye God in ſerving myMaſter wich eiligence, 
© cheerfulneſs and faithfulneſs. O what reſorr 
was there of young ones to bim for dire&ion 
and advice in things'which they did not think 
it ſo fit to trouble their Paſtor with, and how 


did he endeayour to ſeaſon his fellow ſervants 


with grace.When he went to any of his Maſters 
Patients,how diligent in nfing of means for their 
recovery, and how careful ro drop ſomething 
that mighe tend to the health of their fouls, and 
as he had opportunity amongſt che weaker and 
poorer ſort, he would pray with them, and O 
With what vebemency of ſpirit, with what flu- 
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Aions would he do it ? 7 need not tell ſome of 


you, how helpful he hath been co the bodies and 


fouls of the fick,and upon this account he look- 


ed upon it as a great mercy that the Lord had 


called him co fuch an employment, wherein he . 


had ſuch ſingular adyantapes to deal with poor 
Souls abont the affairs of Eternity: I queſtion 
not, bur there are ſome flanding bere that have 
Huſe to bleſs God that evet they ſaw his face, 
' and I belieye that ſome of you that are young 
and poor will quickly dearly miſs him. 

7. He was exceedingly raiſed in duty,and one 
that enjoyed rare communion, intimacy and ac- 
quaintance with God ; and for about 5.moneths 
(as his own Papers ſhew ) together, he rarely 
came into che Preſence of God, but he went a- 
way with ſome ſpecial tokens of his love; ſo 
that he ſaid, he could have been contented to 


have left the World at a quarter of an hours 


warning: Hear how his Papers ſpeak ; * My 
© foul continued (if my heart do not mightily, 
*deceiye me) in a thriving condition for five 
© moneths. O the comforts that I chen had, they. 
©are unſpeakable, I ſeldome went to duty, but 
© carryed my dear Saviour, and brought him a- 
© way with me; eyery Ordinarce was a vilit of 


« love; my loye ro Jeſus Chift, and his mem- 
*bers, where eyer I ſaw them, was not to be ex- +: 


© preſſed ; what hatred to fin, what Zeal for 
* God's glory,what yerning of bowels towards 
- |» yo ſouls in the ſtate of nature, how beauti- 
© ful were the feer of the Embaſſadors of peace, 
© what a falneſs and ſweetneſs did I then ſee and 


{ feetin Chriſt, eyer huogring after hiw, and e- 
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1shed , and him aſone, what afe - 

©fe&fons Godeward, what deſpifiog of viſibles, 
* what deep apprehbenſions of the Majeſty and 
© Attributes of God, how did I walk unweari- 
«edly wich him, how did I rejoyce before him 
« with fear, and truſt filially in him with trem-+ 
« bling! O what watchfulneſs over my thoughes, 
« words and ations: Indeed I was often aſſault 
$ ed, but 7 had a faithful Centinel which would 
© give warning, and admic of none bur ſuch as 


. < were friends to the Lord Jeſus ; what low 


« thoughts had I of my ſelf,and high pr:zings of 
c a naked Chriſt! Oh Sir, in one word,T made 
eReligion my buſineſs, and was: taken up with 
«that which concerned the glory of God ; evey 
* ry grace was at ſtrife which ſhould excel other 
© in its aRings ;. I colild never go to Market,bug 
« T could experience returns of Grace and Mer- 
cy. In this I have not varied two words from 
his own writings, in a Letter chat he gaye me, 
wherein he did grieyouſly bewail the leaſt de- 
partures of his heart from God,-as you ſhall 
hear in the next- 

8. He took ſpeci:l notice of his own heart, 
and did mightily bewail any declinings from 
char vigour that ſometimes be had, and here I 
ſhall again uſe his words as they follow —* Bug 
* chis did not continue long, ic was as a calm be- 


-$ fore a ſtorm, for ſoon af er (my time being al- 


* moſt out) I began to have ſome thoughts of 
* my ſetting up,and entring into the world ; but 
© I had no ſooner imbraced the motjon, but that 
© very day I felc a change in my poor ſolll, vie- 


_#, 


.C it, which I moſt perceived in duty,and the Des 
© yit,whio long waited his opportunity, did cheng 
*L am afraid, not only garley, but get entrance, 


* through the efeachery and deceittulneſs of my 


*wretched heart, and he told me_chac I mjghe 


* fawfully ſeetle my mind upon this, ie being a 
© bufineſs of great concernment, and that ie 
© would be but a lictle while, and chen I ſhould 
© return co my former temper in ſpiritual mat- 


*cers; upon thoſe deluſions my filly heart gave. 


*way,and I found coo much willingneſs of ſoul 
"lo place its concerns in that.matcer, and ſo I 
* faying down my watch,ſoon loſt my former ex. 
© periences, and eyery day I found my comforts 
© on the ebbing hand, I ſecretly departed from 


*God,;and darkned the light of his countenance, 


_*thatdid ſhine ſometimes upon my ſouTl,and had 


© not infinite grace put a ſeaſonable word into 
*your mouth to prevent me, how had I fallen, 


*and whicher had I gone ? I could not have 
© ehoughr it poſſible chat ever my heart ſhould 
* decline ſo ſtrangely as it did. I that formerly 
* could ſerve my Maſter faithfully, cheerfully, 
© and comfortably, did it grutchingly, and not 
*ont of love,though I never fell ſo.far,(through 
eorace)as to negle& any thing of his bufineſles, 


© yet I loſt the right principles of ation; and 


* the arc of ſpiritualizing of civil affairs; and 
_- © this laſted for about three moneths; !t is ſcarce 
*ro be thoughe what perplexities I brought my 
©felf into, by my back-ſliding from God; I have 
* not time to declare things, and had I,it wonld 


© be very unwelcome to you true,T hope I did 
« enjoy ſome communion with God,whenI was 
© engaged 


' engaged in duties,efpecially in that tobe admi« 


© red Ordinance of the Sacramene and: Prayer ; 
© but. yet my comforts and duty uſually ended 
© together, I hope the experience: thar' 7 haye 
« had of the treachery of my own heart, will 
* make-me carry a ſence of my weakneſs and fot- 
© ly, ſo-as to throw my ſelf wholly -upon the 

© wiſdom of God 7 have clus opened my 

© ſoul to-you, O that the Lord,who firſt for his 

© own: name ſake ſhewed mercy to:me when T 
© deſerved none,would now look upot-me in my 
« ſow eſtate, and conſult the ſame bowels of pis 

* ty.and compaſſtion,-which are infinite, -paſt the 

© ins of fanice creatures, O char he-wonld heal 

* my-back-ſlidings, atd loverme freely 1: God! is 

* the ſame, and .changech nor, and my hopes are 

© that he will again return and viſit my: Soul in 

*mercy —— Afcer this the Lord was pleaſed to 

come 1n again,and he found his former-comforts 

in ſome meaſure returning after a great deal of 
pains with his own heart, and wreſtling witfk 

God : Hear what language he begins to' ſpeak 
again, LES 

. * Bleſſed be God for what I doenJoy,it is ten 

« thouſand times more than 7deſerye, hope the 

© dew of the SanQuary doth oft:retreſh me, and 

© the blood of Jeſus is my cordial;when 7 fit ar 

* his Table, he vifics me,and his banner over me 
© is love. 7 may ſpeak it to the-glory of ricly 
« grace, that my heart js in a better frame than 
* ir was, and T am more free from diſtracinas in 
* duty, but yer Iam far from that fran#hac T 
« was once in, my diſtemper it lyeth in # wane. 
:ot thoſe ſtrong af Rions to God: and that 
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Ewhich hath made me ſo filent to you is the fear 
* of hyporrifie; leaſt my rongue ſhould ac any 
time out-reach my heart. I might be far larger 
and yer ſpeak none bur his words, this I think 
may prove that he was a yery curious obſerver 
of bis own ſon], and took notice of the leaſt de- 
partures of. his heart from God, or God's ab- 
ſenting of himſelf from him. I mighe cell you 
what pains he took to prepare for theSacrament 
and what exaneſs he uſed afcerwards in taking 
notice how his foul was affeRed, and when ie 
was not raiſed, whae care did he uſecill he found 


_ 8 freſh warmthyhear and life animating of him ; 


I mighe cell.you how frequent he was in char 
rare dacy of Meditation, I ſpeak not this with- 
oue book, many ſheets of his Medications which 
I have by me, ſhew that he was no ſtranger to 
thoſe ſpiritual ducies, which few underſtand, 
and fewer praiſe, _. 

9.He was greatly defirous to be reproved and 


watched oyer,that of che Pialmiſt was of in his 


mouth,and written in his Leccer, Lec che Righ- 
eeous [mice me, and it ſhall be a kindneſs, and ler 
him reprove me, and it ſhall be excellent Oy, 
which ſhall not break my head: 

10, He was much exerciſed in a&s of morti- 


fication and ſelf-denyal,he 1aboured co keep un- 


der his body, to have the command of his'paiſi- 
ons and affeRions,very temperate,drinking'wa- 
ter, ce. © 
1 1gHe was frequently praiſing of God and 


ment was ſuch tharc he credited Religion, and 


_ comm:nded the ſervice of his great Maſter,and 


made 


mp well of bis ways ; indeed his deport» 


 o1inal 


"F533. 
made People: to' believe that Reli ior wb) 5 
excellent thing,and he juſtified wiſdom;and wa 
| ableto ſay her'ways were pleafaticneſs, and. (5 
paths peace. | | 
12. He was a yery Foe? 'Husband of tne? 
one would wonder, how one c0 ould rolFoyer ſuch 

4 deal of buſineſs as he did, not inthe leaſt neg- 
teRing his Maſters affairs,and yet that he ſhonl# 
write ſuck packers of Letters, and pen ſo mahy- 
Medications, and be ſo very he!pful to his Bre-' 
thren the young Men : How many Books did 
he read over, and read them'to the purpoſe; fo 
as to make them his own, ſome of chem five or 
fix times over, and if he had no-compary<£odifs* 
courſe with, when he went abroad; he looks oft” 
into his Pocket Book, which was called ;Making. 
Religion ones byfineſs.  -'_- 

- 13. He had'a fir6ng affeRi6t for the faith: 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, and was concerned w | 
the Cloud began to threaten ther, that he oY 
ged all the Prayers he conld for their, that' ; 
Lord would blow over this ſtorta, and I am Tex, 
dy to think thar this might haſten hisend. 

14. He was greatly afraid of ſpiritual: prides 
to this end 5 he defired me to keep a watch over * 
him, and befeeched me to dſcover it to bem” 
when 1 did at any time diſcert the aQings of it,” 
but though he- hid great'paresand gifts above” 
his age, yet che ſence ot former fins,atid his:.cu-- 
rious obſervance of his hearc;and'the ſente of” 
free grace, kept him very low. ' TIF 
15. He ſeen” "to be * pofleſſed. with the- 
choughes of death and Ferokyctle bad-aftrong” 
| =—_ 10n upon his ſpirir;0f the neernels of nd; 
F end; 


_ OT Or INE 

end for about half a year before hedyed. And, 
' _I6: He was much above the fears of Death, 
and from a deep ſence of the reality of inviſibles, 
and his propriety in them he thoughr long for 
poſſefiion; and he could ſay, I defire to be diſ- 
ſolved, andtobe with Jeu — &-— | 

_ On the Lords Day before he dyed, he was in 
an extaſie of comfort,and felt what thoſe jJoyes 
(unſpeakable in _belieying) meant, in former 
times he had great manifeftations of Gods loye, 
but neyer any broke into his ſoul with ſuch po- 
wer,. and clear evidence as then ; he had as ie 
were a proſpe& of glory,and ſome foretaſtes of 
that happineſs thatwas prepared for him before 
the foundations of the World ; and O how did 
his heart even leap within.him, to think thae 
within a little while be ſhould fully.and eter- 
nay enjoy, what he now bad alittle glympſe 


Upon Munday I went to vilie him, and found 
him;ia a very ſweet frame, ſo caken up wich Hea- 
' ven, that he did even wonder at himſelf, IT am 
(faith he) ſo overcome with the love of Chriſt 
andthe glory. of . Heayen; - chat all manner of 
fear.is hid from-mine eyes, and I'cannot ſo much 
_ as think of Hell;-or if I do, it is with Joy that 
there-is no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt. Jeſus 3. but. what do you think of theſe 
things; 'is it poſſible that they ſhould be deluſi- 


Ons; © Sir, beſeech you be faichful co my ſoul, 


, andcell me, as yoy-will anſwer;it at the Barr of 
God, what you judge of myifiate;; I would nor 
.-- far a-World be now in a fools/Paradice ; and 
_ then he told me his experiences, and intreated: 
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me to ſearch and try him, and apgain,and again, 
he expreſſed his great Joy under the apprehenſi« 
ons of death,and chat glorious Eternity chat he, 
was paſing into * 7 defired earneſtly to- dif= 
*courſe with you (ſaid he) becauſe I expe to 
©lofe the uſe of my reaſon, and am not like to 
© be capable of ſpeaking my.mind to you here- 
© after, and then he intreated me to piye him a 
£ Funeral Sermon : And all this he ſpoke with 
as much cheerfulneſs as can well be imagined, 
ſpeaking of death as the moſt deſirable thing ; 
« O, ſaith he, chat T were bur ten cimes ficker, 
©T longs to die, I am ill, but 7 would be ill to 
< purpoſe ; O dear Jeſas, 7 long to be with 
T__——_ Gr ES 2 
Upon T #eſday, his diſtemper grew much up< 
on him, and began a little ar times to impair his 
intelleuals, and yer by firs he would ſpeak ex« 
cellently of the things of God; being asked 
whether he was willing to die, he anſwered, 
© That Eternity was too little for him to praiſe 
£ God in for his rich mercy to ſuch a poor cres- 
©ture as he was, that the Lord ſhould. prepare 
© ſuch an inheritance among(t the Saints in glo- 
© ry for him,and that his life was hid with Chriſt, 
< and that when Chriſt, who was hts life, ſhould 
© appear, he alſo ſhould appear with him in glo« -- 
ry: This morning he prayed for,and exhorted. 
choſe that were in che Family, co prepare to 
meet him in glory. . hs 736 

, Upon Wedne/day, when he had any intermi(c 
fons , he; broke our into ſuch. expreſſions as 
theſe, © Dear Jeſys, what art thou doing, pre-; 
$ paring Manſions for = I am coming ſweer 

+ eſus, | 
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* Jeſus, I am. comin; Fe is but a little 
* while, a litele coming and when that; is cur, 1 
* ſhall be ſafe in glory, Being very ill, be ſaid, 

#*© What if 1 ſhould live. two hours,or ewo days, 
© what is that to a glorious. Ecervity >, Death, 

© what is it but a Porter to open Heaven-Gate 
© for me? —— What is all the World compared 
"to that Crown which 7 ſhall receive? —— 
Being asked how he did,he anſwered very well, 


one ſtanding by ſaid no, you are very ill; he re-. 


p! 'yed, * 1know 7 am yery fick, bur 1 fay I am 

* well, becauſe 7 am as God would haye me be. 
When 7 came to him in the afternoon, 1 found 
' him exceeding ill, and betraying ſome weakneſs 
11 his inteileuals, and his diſconrſe being yery 
impertinenc; 7 ſaid to him, your language was 
wont to be ſpiritual, but now you forget your 
fel; © 7c is true Sir, ſaid hegbat you know what 

* the condition of my body now is, bleſſed be 
* God the root of matter is 11 me, After this he 
was yery till and quiet whilſt IT read to him,and 
ſeemed to be much pleaſed at the reading of the 
fifcy fourth, and fifty fatth of 1/aiah, and gaye a 
very ratiorial account of any ſpiritual queſtion 
that was put to him, and yery defirous that / 
ſhould pray with him, 

Upon Tharſday, becaufe of extraordinary bu- 
fineſs of my own could not be preſent with 
him. _: 

Upon Friday, he was taken ſpeechleſs for ma- 
ry bours together, but according to our Prayers 
ar laſt he recovered the uſe of his reaſon more 
thin before, and could fpeak that we might well 
underſtand him; chen I asked him how he did, 


(77). 

he anſwered me $111] alive» — Aﬀeer a conſider. 
be done. Then 7 opened ſeyeral Scriptures to him, 
which ſpeak the blefled ſtate of Saints in ano- 
ther World, and when 7 asked him whether he 
did underſtand me ; He anſwered, Yes, Nez, and 
wept ſeveral times for joy, Now the Symproms 
of death approaching come upon him, ſcarce any 
pulſe, and a dying ſweat, and che laſt words that 
T heard him ſpeak were Glor9,Glory After 
that he.continued in very great Agonies,and his 
pangs were ſtrong, cill about x1 of. the Clock, 
chen he ſlept in Jeſus: being exceedingly la- 
mented by the young Men of his Society, many 
of which were about him. 


able pauſe,he cryed out Gracious Father,thy Will . | 


See 
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An Pets {God $ Deal- 
invs with young man,before 
and at [i Converſion, with {ome 
Remarks upon the ſame; as it was 

| Delivered to me under his own 
hand(afcer I had diſcourſed with 
him) by way of Dialogue. be- 


tween a Miniſter and. im{elf.- 


oreat care arid ducy of 
every profeſlinp Chri- 
ſtian in thefe our days? 

Convert. Pray, What 
may be the Reaſon of 


this your Queſtion ? 
| Min. 1 have very mariy Reafons, but one 1s 
this, Becauſe it is daily ſeen that very many, 
who have made great profeſſion of Religion, 
and are accounted amongſt the wiſe Virgins, 
fall away, which is very ſad to confider; and EF 
fear that the Reaſon is, becauſe tt ere is noe 
| that care taken abour the ſtare of their Sous 
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hich there __ to > be. now I ay you an- 
K wer me iy Queſtion, viz. Whar ought, oc. - 
Conv. With reipe& to the former, Ic ought 
tobe every Chriſtians great 'care"to examine 
hitnſelf whether he be in the ſtate” of grace or 
no, and which way the Lord. was pleaſed ro 
bring him into thac bleſſed condition; fich it is 
$6te feared theiwant of this is. che greac and 
chief cauſe of Mans apoſtafie from Religion, 
tot liad he ever been truly wrought'upon by the 
{pirit of God, had his conviions (which more 
or leſs all haye had)turned to a true converſion, 
and had his pangs of ſorrow for ſin bur brought 
forth regeneration; then ſurely he would have 
been in ſuch an eſtate, from which all che ma- 
lice 'of the powers of darkneſs could not have 
drawrt him. 
: Mig.; The ÞnGer doth ſomewhat ſayour of 
goodneſs, and that you underſtand wich your 
hearc, what you expreſs with che tongue ;, con- 
yerſton or regeneration is a mighty work, and 
on whomſoeyer it is truly wrought, that Perſoh 
can fay ſomewhat more or leſs concerning the 
nature of it,and how it was wronght/in his ſoul; 
if the Lord hath in any meaſure revealed him- 
elf to you in this way, ter me intrear you(both 
for your 'own ſouls good,. and perhaps other 
ſouls good, but chiefly chat the Lord. may there- 
by be glorified ) to let me know the time and 
manner of his drawing you co himſelf, by his 
unſpeakable love and mercy 2 
Conv. Oh: Bleſſed be God chat he hath 0: 
pened the hearc of his faichful Miniſter co des 
mand ſuch a matter of tuch - poor wretch as I 
am; 
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| (81). 
am.; Oh what-am'T: that I ſhould be —— 
inſtructed and.confirmed, about the matters of 
my ecernal, precious, and neyer dying ſoul > Oh 
hart che Lord would ſo enable me in this greac - 
work, that I may not be found to lye againſt 
the Holy: Ghoſt, by adding to, or. diminiſhing 
from what 1 haye found; bur that I may have 
.my heart and cqnſcience wiczeſſing within me, 
that, theſe following things are {9 indeed, : -. 

- Min, .] am glad-to hear what you have ſaid; 
and-che Lord bring all things concerning our 
preſent work into your remembrance, chat his 
Name may be. glorified, and: your Soul much 
comforted-; and co this end it will be requiſite 
ro-demand of you, Whar condition are you in 
| by nature ? 

: Conv, O Sir, a Rebel to my God, a ſlave tq 
my luſt, a prodigal co my Father, an alien from 
the Common-Wealth of Ifrael;;/In ſhort, had 1 
dyed in my natural Rate; I had been cxernally 
miſerable, Fobs 3, 3; except, &c. -- 

' Miz». How long did you continue inthat de 
plorable condition ? 

- Conv. Oh coo too long, but yer bleſſed be 
God, and' admired be free Grace,that it was ng 
longer, jt, was as.neer as 1 can- guels' eightecn 
years. and a: few days, when the Lord'gid incline 
my. heart in good earneſt to ſeek che things of 
{es everlaſting peace. 

+ 448. Well, and:how then did che Lord be- 
gin, -with you; . were your eyes never opened 
£0. ſte your loſt anfone condition. boſore chat 
$106 f | 

i EhTe Oh Fes, when I Was 5. eovelv or chie- 
oy | | een 
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teen years of ape, the Lord diſcovered my cons 
dition ſo much tome, that T did'then firmly be- 
lieve, all chat-did ferve the Lord were in a very 
blefſed and happy-eſtate,let what come as could 
come they were' happy, and likewiſe that if E 
ſhould then have dyed, I ſhon!d have been eter- 
nally miſerable; i;aving no hopes ih Chriſt, nei» 
ther did I in chat condition expe& any benefit 
by hin; and as I yery well remember,the Lord 
made the thoughts of death fo terrible, that T 
could not endure to think of it; but yet it came 
fo much in my mind, and did ſo terrifie me,that 
I cannot expreſs how I'did dread to think of it, 
bue this worked nothing in me; but (Oh wich 
horrour and amazement be it ſpoken) I was 
willing then to go to Hell, and did rejoyce in 
that I could quell my gripes of conſcience, by 
thinking that:E ſhould be as well able to endure 
the flames of 'Hell, and the frowns of an angry 
God, as any of them all, and that I ſhould have 
company enough there, and ſo did rejoyce, be- 
cauſe I was willing to be- damned, willing to be. 
damned ; how, what did 1 ſay ?'but furely, I 
- was not; Oh my ſoul, how'can it be? make 

anſwer ; was it ſo? yes, and was I, oh was T'in- 
deed willing to-be damned, oh the height, and 
length, and breadth, and depth of the toye,and 

odneſs, and long ſuffering patience of an of- 
| fended and highly provoked God, that I'was 

not then thrown into Hell indeed , bur' that he 
ſhould ſuffer ſuch ftubble as I was to be in his 
fight, and that the Fire of his Jealoafie had not 
conſumed me as in a moment, but ſtill I went'on 
th fin, as if I would not haye let God ge 
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i. fin. By what: you have ſaid, I. perceive then 
you were throughly convinced of the neceſlicy 
of bolineſs, and of leaying your fins, and ſer- 
ying the Lord, and.that there muſt be Regene- 
ration wroughe. in you, before Glorification 
could be hoped for by you; but ſurely being 
convinced of the bleſſed condition of the god- 
fy; you could not bue ſometimes wiſh your ſelf 
in their condition 5 how did you carry:your ſelf 
under this, did you: refolye that you would ne» 
yer be as they were ? | | 
.., Conv- Truly, many times I would have been 
lad to haye been. ingheir-condition, but I was 
0 glued to the world, and my ſins, that I could 
. not endure to think of leaving them;yet (ro my 
beſt remembrance) I never reſolved that -if'I 
ſhould live never ſo long, I wonld not repent, 
bur that after I had gotten a greac cftate in the 
World, and was grown old, and were as it were 
uncapable of taking any more delight in theſe 
things below, that then 7 would haye ſet out 
towards Heayen, and oh IT cannot but ehink 
(and 7 defire with fear and trembling'ro think) 
what a loachſome Sacrifice 1 ſhould then have : 
been, even ſtunk in God's noſtrils, when 7 had 
Siven- the marrow, and fatneſs, andftrengeh of 
my body to the Devil ; then 7 ſhonld-have had 
jaſt.cauſe to fear the Lord wouſd bave buryed 
me'out of his fight; Oh 7 fay, 7 Raid in' the 
Devils ſervice ſo long, that I ſmelt ſo-of Fire 
and Brimftone, 7 mean of Sin, that had-not the 
Bol of a Crucified Advocate Jeſus Chriſt; as 
' 8 Vail, ſtood between the Juftice' of God, and 
ey guilty Soul, certainly: he wonld ſoon have 
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fArawn out a bill of indi&ment againſt-me, and 
haye ſent me a way with a Go ye Curſed. 
Ain. By what you haye ſaid, I percetye you 
{ay under ConviQions for about Six Years, wich 
yery little grief or ſorrow for fin, bat although 
you knew what you were to do, yet you did 
not do what you did know : TI will ask you but 
one queſtion more, before I come to the chief 
point in hand,and that is this ; What duties you 
engaged in in this time, and how you catried 
your ſelf under them > Key 
Conv, Now, even now,'I begin to reyolt 
from my promiſe, but char I mighe ( if poſſible) 
debaſe my ſelf below-the vileFCreature in the 
World, I-will declare ſomething, and enough 
co make yourivery Hair to ſtand an end,arid of 
that the Lord would now make me fo' refle& 
upon my ſelf, that 7 may abhor my wretched 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes, for (Oh Lord ) if this 
will not,what will? for che greater parc of chat 
fix years 7 lived withoue Prayer and Reading 
che Scripture,but ſeldom miſled hearing by rea- 
ſon of my civil-.education; and -as- to -Prayer, 
( but why ſhould T call it fo) ſcarce ever did # 
defire that the Lord ſhould hearme ; -nay, 7 did 
often .in myhearc defire co the 'contrary;' nay 
more, when I'have been upon'my. Knees, and 
my Conſcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray-4 


| er, 7 haye ſaddenly received gn'inward-motion 


co this effeR, that God ac that time was a mind- 


1ng other affairs, and chat then 7 might co' Bed, 


and; He not mind. me, at which motion-7;did; 
aad ſo lefc off for that time, and at-all times 
performed them againſt wy will; Oh horrible 


Blaſphe®. 3 
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Blaſphemy, what, not God ſee ; Oh ic was a 
wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then have 
endured to ſee me any longer out of Hell: 
( Oh infinite patience) as for reading 7 got 
little good by it, and defired to per leſs, and as. 
for hearing, 7 muft confeſs chat thoſe Arrows 
_ ſhot ata venture, God did cauſe them ſo many 
times to hit, yea, and pierce too, that it buſted 
both me, and the Devil to get them our again, 
and to heal the wound ; bur uſually 1 fixed my 
mind upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that 7 ſeldome let 
any ſentence fink too deep into my bearc; yea, 
once the Devil and my own wicked heart did fo 
far prevail, that I was fully reſolved, and in 
plain, bue damnable cerms, 7 did even curſe 
God, and as it were bid defiance to all his Or- 
dinances, and did rejoyce that 7 had my tongue 
and conſcience ſo much at command ; ( Oh, and 
how can T hold my Pea to write this ! where- 
fore do 7 not fall down, and become nothing 
before the Lord of Glory, againſt whom thus I 
bave blaſphemed ; but truly T would not have 
revealed this, had I not ſuch a place as the 12. 
of Matthew, and the 31 Yeyſe, to make to for 
' a refuge.) After this 7 was wont to put that 
ſolemn Ordinance of Prayer to do the ſaddeſt 
ſervice in the world, and that frequently, ( O 
pitty, pitty it had ſuch a cruel Maſter,) and thac 
was, I uſed it not to help me to deſtroy ſin, but 
made it a greater cauſe and means of my fin- 
ning , for I had got the damnable Art (as they 
ſay, che Papiſts have at this day, only I did not 
get ſo muck by it as their Father-Confeſlors 
doth) chat if 2 had ſa'd but two or three ſhcre 
DD; — Ejaca- 


(86) - 
Ejaculations, not with half the deyotion that 
a Pater noſter is ſaid, yea, 7 ſay, 1 had gor that 
curſed Art to refift all gripes of Conſcience, 
and co fin freely for a Moneth or more; and 
when Conſcience would let me alone no long- 
er,then to Prayer again. Oh Adamantine heart, 
or rather ſtene, that canſt hold ont to write 
theſe chings,and not to quake and tremble! And 
' now, De his quid dicam ? thele are the Peccats 
peccatorum, but what, is that ſoul ill alive chat 
hath done theſe ehings ? what,ſhall a poor worm 
curſe: God, and'not die ? what, blaſpheme che 
Ordinances of the Almighty,and (till live? furc 
the Jealouhe ofa Holy God will nor ſuffer ſuch 
a wretch to be in his Gghr: But tell me, is this 
Man alive? ' or hath the Earth ſwallowed 'bim 
up? or the flames of Hell caught hold of him? 
certainly-had he thus offended his fellowworms, 


they could not have born it, and can 7 think 


_ thar God will ſuffer ſuch a Man, nay rather De- 
vil incarnated, co live in his fight > O my ſoul, 
make anſwer, whart alive> yes, yes; bur how is 
he : hath he not his conſcience ſeared? and is 
not his condemnation ſealed within himſelf? 
and what, doth he not [ook with horrour and a*- 


mazement for the great Day of the Lord ? No, 


my hopes are to the contrary: Nay, 7 hope, 
and not withone cauſe, that him hath the Lord 
ſer apart for himfelf, and co his poor ſoul hath 
he ſhewed ſuch mercies,chat it will make all that 
Hear of it to admire, and to ſay, What is man' 


thar thou ſhonldeſt be mindtul of him ? buc that 


the Lord ſhould pity ſuch a loarhſome Crea-, 
tire as-this, and ſhould ſay"te fuck a vile brat, 


then | 


TY 1 


l 7 = ONY | 

theri wallowing in its blood, live; Oh-conie} 
come unto me all ye that fear the Lord; O come. 
ynto me, and 7 will tell you what he hath done 


- for ©y ſoul; he that is Mighty. hath done for 


me great things, -yea almott incredible things, 
and Holy is his Name, 36.5 "qi 

_ Ain. Well (poor ſoul) I will no longer de. 
tain thee concerning theſe chings,: but now you 
having given me a very doleful account of your 
long convictions, yet {till lying bound with che 
chains of 6n,and under the command of Satan, 
which doubtleſs had it gone no further, but you 
had ended your life before the Lord had turned: 
your conviQtions into conyerfion, it would haye 
proved ſuch a worm, that would to all Ecernity 
have gnawed thy conſcience, ſo that the pains 
wonld haye been intollerable ; bur (bleſſed be 
God ) I am in-great hopes to hear that from 
you, which will put me out of fear, and pive 
me cauſe ro admire the goodneſs and power of 
God: Be yery careful ro keep your heart from 
pride, and not to attribute any thing to your 
own goodneſs,but to admire the grace of God, 
andipive glory to him, and him alone. 

- Conv. Oh fdear friend) for ſo I will call you, 
and all that gives me counſel about the good 
of my never dying ſoul,1 am glad that the Lord: . 
hath put this into your heart, and 1 do beg 
your Prayers:to God, that he would ſtill hum- 
ble me more and more, for 7 am ſure pride is a 


weed chat will grow in the beſt Garden, muck 


more in mine, which is a barren, yet weedy foil ; 
but 7-have not done with all my ſoul-abafing 
confidcrations, for when you haye heard all 
T1679 —__ , (uluich 


(which 1 Gy the grace of God am to de? 
clareunto you) you will then'ſay,” T have more 
canſe to be hambled than ever; therefore pride 
being ſuch an Enemy, -F wilkearneſtly requeſt 
yon,that when you hear me fay any thing which: 
doth ſayour of my own good, and nor purely: 
ot 'God's Glory, that you would' reproye me, 
and make me clear my meaninp to yolt. 

Mins. -I have ftill more cauſe co bleſs God for 
Fou, in thar-you do ſo much ſuſpe& your own' 
hearc, which is deſperately wicked and deceit- 
ful. And now to our preſent purpoſe ; what 
reaſon haye you to think, that your converſion 
was more effteQually begun to be wrought up- 
= you, when you was about eighteen years of 

fe. nl; : | 
Conv. Oh, I have great canfe to think fo ; 
for then the Lord was pleaſed ro work ſuch a+ 
work in me, that had it been told me before, F 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. 

Min. Ang now, what do you think to be the 
firſt cauſe that moved you to ſet your face Sion 
ward > | Eety 
Couv. About two Moneths before I ſaw the 
finfaineſs of fin, even then when I was to every 
good wotd and work a Reprobate,and did deny. 
no fin, becauſe it was fin, although I mighr oue: 
of ſome ſelf ends, as to deny thetr, whoredom, 
drunkenneſs, and ſuch like ; nort:that theſe in- 
themſelves were fo deteſtable ro me, bur for 
fear of outward trouble I did nor practife.chem ; 
bur being engaged in a great fin, which was gas: 
ming, which ſome \may ſcruple; whether ir'may:; 
be-a hn or nd; bucto mel am ſure TEns 

[Ire 1 occalt- 


« 4% 


] occaſion of many Preat*ſilts, us eo caufe'frie co 
| ſwear and-forſwear; und to ye, and' clickc in 
great ineaſire ; 'and'crily 1" chink my-hieare ar" 
chat time was fo deſperateſy wicked;tlit d6hbr- 
tefe,: had riot an Altniphry Power pittiedibes, F 
ſhould &5eh haye' pewnied/tny foul, fdr the'ob" 

caining 0f what T'ched deſired;therr li Hpatfion - 
I made @ preſiimptnotis-yow,that'T woultf Teaye 
off that:ſport for”onE year; this war" Four 
Novembe#, or December; which-for's Rtfle' title 
I kept; ahd row obſerve the' great fiiBriſty of 
the DEv/l!in vhispatrtichtae; for no ſooner was 
it the firſ'day of Fam; ' bir" prefendly F was 
cold thar'my: vow was-out of dateh "and thitit 
fgnified! nothing; ahderhey beirig iy 'carngF 
friendsthat cold me;I'wiswilling comiake thy 
confeience ſubnit; ſo het I ſoon eta; aced tf 
old ſport agait;and'difplaialytay my (Hf open 
to-thegurarh'of Go for ſuch a gredt ſt; yet 
I'conld not forinch chinm"toy conſeichieehne ie 
wouldoften atenſ© nicl for it ; biit' Jt Was nog 
miny Weeks after bilt T#dgiged as deepyinthe 
fame fin of:pamingab4befere(and-now Rear and 
admire, forever riow wilt appear ſhch"foye, ax 
never any was ever fenfib}&-0f;- but fach #9 Have 
felc it) having beet#dtthetokng bahd the (Ea- 
fon of eQ&»Night calling me away, TH oF but 
much eroabled; and abont five in ctie'Morning F 
awakened, andithen there was's ptcfalit liphc- 
- neſs uporvmy ſpirit, wit it Had been thireſhed 
after .prear rronble; whee'this wtansTeoitd'' 
nor"tell} per'could 'not "Buritske' ſpecial btice: 
of:it; that T-who-werriro'Bed much -Fiffidified 
| | and perplexed; ſhould, When) I awiked/ Feewr th 
| has, eo ty * ar gl 


v of 7 7 
S eff ns wt 


70 POETOEME'S pho I” rae... 
/ " . "EP 4 0 N 
; F 
P4 
. 
f * 
_— { 


i | 
not remember. 

| Chis, I did chen 

leak your,: that: thei nexe 

(05.48: 0: venture aboue 


fy, 3n& my yo 
vn i; up\oy heart c# Gad-(but with what af- 
7 hams cagnot-reil,Þ hope not withour Sreaft 
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. Cory. 
wonder whit th mantier of ſalutarion this ſhroud 
be ;. arid,now I hope I have great cauſe to.ac- 
knowled ethat the hand of God was in all this; 
But I. will 6 noc on this account any ways turn a- 
fide, but, g0.08 85 wy own heart and conſcience 
now witneſſeth eo me, and IT hope che. Spirit of 
God likewiſe; and 0 very, deſirous I. was to | 
Know che 1 meaning of this ark providence, as 
then it, appeared.to me to'be; that more or leſs. 
for two days together I often peruſed more of 
the Book, but my heart was little affe&ed ro any 
particular thing, and yer I was troubled more 
and more within me, and could fand no reft for 
my poor ſoul; and in leſs than a Weeks time,l 
think about he end of two or three Days, the 
more I read, I began co have more deep 
thoughts', aid heart amazing conſiderations, 
which begkn to make me exceedingly troubled, 
and mnch caſt down, abour che ſtate and condi- 
tion of my poor captive ſoul, which as I told 
you. before, was almoſt ſunk into the boteom of 
che bortomlets Sea of God's wrath, from which 
there is no redemption, wich the weight of its 
inſupporrable fins, And now what the: hief 
dings of my ſoul were 1 cannot tell; but fore 
I am that my trouble did increafe yet 'more.and 
more, ang I hope it was ſor my fins; for 1 do 
well remember, that within very few. Days, or 
rather Hours after, the ſence of my fins came 
into my mitid,and he ſi ight of them was ſo clear, 
Sad che number of -them ſo mimherleſs ; and 
heir aggrayations ſo weighty, .and the nature 
of [them .fo det | able, char whar I chen felt I 
ainot vt tow pofſibly Gel. O' where was I? 
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rotmented ; nay, 1think"if my 
of LÞe p E- 4: 4 


much more affcighted, for then I did look upon 
my ſoul to be within a hairs breadth, of Eternal 
miſery,and oh the condicion I ſaw my felt then 
in, is unutterable, had there not been an eyer- 
laſting arm of power and mercy underneath, I 
ſhould undoubtedly have followed. che Reps of 
Cain or 7udas ; but © bleſſed and admired be 
Free Grace: and why Me, Lord, why Me? O'. 
Love, Love, Love, ever Loye unſpeakable, yea 
Love unutterable ; arid futcher,in this my trou-. 

ble the Lord was ſo far pleaſed to'pitty and 
ſhew mercy to my poor-ſoul, that, my ſoul had 

not yery long laboured under this inſupporta-. 
ble burthen of her great and mighty. fins, but 
perceived 4 door of hope as it were unlatched 
and ſomewhat open, and chat if I would bur in 
good earneſt turn ro God, that yet, it was not 
coo late, and that there was hope in 1/-ge/ con- 
_ cerning this thing, which conſideration did aot 
a little comfort my poor ſoul; and then further 
it pleaſed the Lord to open my hearc eo. viſic 
one, who I thought mighe do me mych good, 
| and I judged hin, fit to be acquainted with my 
condicion, in that T-hoged he tearcd the Forde 
Wt | 4 and ak" 


ty 
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-time unſptakably love all.ſuch, even more than 
'my own! relations, with:humility ler it be ſp0e 
-ken) and when I was with him, he Joyfully re- 
ceived me,.and declared unto me many.comfor- 
table things, which (through grace) d:d not a 


the-way-let me tel! you that I did at that 


little raiſe my dejeRed ſpirit; and he then lenc 
me a book,which the Lord at that time opened 
my heart to ask for{which was Drex,d. Exernit,) 


.and truly; upon che peruſal of. chat. F reatiſe, IT 
'think,- nay 1 am ſure; phe [burden 'of my, (ins 
 ſeemed.to.be renewed, and I.cennot expreſs chat 
unſpeakable ſorrow which I then. bad in. my 


poor ſoul,: by.reaſon of all; its mighty fins, and 


truly I hope' the mercy. of God was not a little 


cauſe aft my trouble, to think that I ſhould have 


.none towiffend and. kick againſt, but thoſe bow- 
;Els, yea thoſe; tender bowels. of 'pitty and com- 
-paſhon, . which bad ſo; long _yearned; over my 
- -poor ſon; -and- had-for long ſhielded: off the 
'Rroke'ot-Juſtice, which-was fo long .hanging 


over my provoking head; and then, gh then I 


did unſpeakably_ defire the. pardon of my! fins, 
.and then ;did feel the burden of them fazunſup- 
.portable;;ithat 7 did earneſtly beg of the Letd, 
-that they: might, be-1a;d-upon the Lord: Jeſus, 
-who wis ;able 80;bear chem, and-did;endeayoitr 


by earneſt Prayers co obtain.aſmile- from:(God, 


-in and; chrobþh-Jeſus:Chrjſt; for ogr of-Chriſt 
'he was a! terrible; God, -and! a. confumihg Fire, 
-and ſo {ferthiwith-reſolyed co take Hpwirh all 
.ourwardidurties, 85: Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
-Conterring wich good Chriſtians, and'7'cannde- 
. but let you know tha: the firſt Sermon 7 heard 
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(94) 
in this condition —_ | 
it is faid, that Chriſt came into the Web dts fave - 
finners, of whom 7 ''not Pax/orilyj bur'7, even = 
I amcchief, and ſoI went on throughfear znd + 
"tremblivg, and not without ſome>Joy and hopes - 
that the Lord who had begin a good: workin 
me,would finiſh it in his good time” F weed God 

grant-for Chriſt bisſake. 
- Mm, Andis this which you have <pokeh from 
your own: experience, is it indeed, 'as Thope ic 
, 1s, then'F can no-longer forbear, but ſay with 
' Wa0d Bachiriar, Bleffed be the Lord'God of 
'Zſratl, who bath vifred and redeemed: his-Peo- 
ple; and: amongſt chem'chy poor ſoul,gnd now 
I ſay agaiti take heed of Tpiritual pride, think 
yery lowly of thy ſelf, and give glory'to God: 
And-now / Dear Herr) give me teeys-forthe 
-pood'of thy Ecernal welfare to examinethee of 
-ſome things-which'thow haft touche@ upon in 
the laſt Diſcourſe, that ſo I may be affured/thar 
that wotk which the Lorl hath begitin thee, 
"may Prove as a Tree planted ard; roored in thy 
renewed heart, by the Spirit of Gof; and not 
.of thine own ſettings Atid'far the axcompli- 
ſhing'of which wei ty work, it will be conve- 
.hient to'enquire #3 fruir ir harh'fince borg, 
for the Tree may be known by tes frutey/T hete- 
FforeirÞ brief, what baſt thou'foand in why heart. 
concerning fi fin? © 103 220 ($14 Nog it 
'Coxv; Sin! Traly: I; .am- ndt: able now eo ex- 
preſs that untperkable ' birrerneſs T: then found 
nit; Oh dis did T hare it}, and'purſuc it with 
| the: preteſt zeal and deteſtation 'poſlible#''O 
+ "os nr os heart riſe a the de ener”” 
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'of * hot 've 
Ines thine I think Av es? oe ' death it - 
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#4 ſhould have choſen death; rather _ 
_ committed the le eaſt known Yay 
Gfte faid, 


there bag been no Hell bra es have 
Yin ſhould: have been tay Hel, and Jbtfncls my 


Heaveh.” 

' Min; Fam glad tohear tie thon hate” faid, 
but what ſins werk they thou ſo hated}, it may - 
be they were preat and dreddful fins;as Blaſphe- 
my and Murder, &c. But what did(t thoti chink 
of heart fins; and evil motions, which F ati furs 
would mich beſer chee  ' 

Conv. Oh, if I knew my own heart Thee 
werethe greateſt Enemies that I had ro encoun- = 
ter ;-thefe- were they that ( like ynto* fo; teny 
Goliahr)bid defiance to what Chriſt had wrought 
in my'poor ſoul, and'did/chdeayour to retake 
the Fort-Royal of try heart, which the Lord 
was about co make a Temple for his glorious I- 
mege to dwell in, and Oh bleſf.d be Free Grace, 
and ler al! that hear of this, ſtand and admire 
and pive'plory to God. 

Fs The Lord prelerye | this bleſſed enmi- 
ty Nill more and more in thy heart : and now 
tell me which way thou wenteſt about to engage 
againft, and ſo to overcome theſe preat Geli- 
«bs, thonsh commonly known by che name of 
peccadilloes ? 

Conv. Oh now,now you come very neer me, 
and chis eyen pierces between the bone and 
marrow, and the Lord who is the ſearcher of 
hearts, and knoweth the thoughts and aQings 

of every foul, give me underſtanding in _ 
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qui = _ pb but wk Lopally b” 
W- mM als; Qh then I di Fd preſume 
5: Jus 5 apan Ak awn ſtrength, and 
"ay; Fi of;Chriſt, 8 
TNT lies s Lord and King, and:did os 
ſcary hy dept ad ,ppan .bjs;Kingly Po- 
=, "which is to overcome and ſubdue allchoe 
Enemies;which riſe ypia che hearts.pf bis, Chil- 
Arengand make war agajnſt him,and would nor 
that be; hould.ryle 0 => ay for. ſurely./had I 
thus done,- -he-would not bave ſuffered chem ſo 
often. co alfaulc me, and.even ſometimes. oyer- 
come me, as-I ſhall ( God, willing) make clegr 
£0 you hy and by... 93D 
in. Still I haye great cauſe to edave the 
Ry neſs.of God to thy. poor ſoul, ig that. be 
hath been. p leaſed 1 now to open. thy. .ces'to ſce 
chis thy bk miftake,,: which doubcleſs, gd not 
the Lord in; time revealed ic eo thee, it would 
hays proved a ſore evil,- and ir may, be..chou 
mighteſt nor haye ſeen ic before it bad been-too 
Jace, and. now. tell me which way chou wenteſt 
about to deſtroy thy ns, ſecing thou. walt ig- 
norant in greac-meaſifte in applying the death 
of Chriſt co kill them? 

Coxv. The chieteſ} inftruments chat 1 uſed 
inthis work was Prayer,and ſometimes Faſting, 
which I found very powerful co batter,down 
the ſtrong holds of Satan in my poor ſoul, for 
which doubtleſs I was not to be blamed,if ſo be 
that I had uſed them only as a means co have * 
raiſed up my heart to Chriſt,and ſo as they. were 
appointed.of Gad to be the way and .means 

©." "SWRaY I might have recourle to kim, who a- 

_ lone 
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1$ able for: ſo great a work, bat'woe £6 thy 
joveins and proud heart,: that would not roy 


tally ſubmit to God, but idolized Prayer, -and 


'Repentance, and Faſting, as if the:6 bad been 
the: Captains of: the :Souls-'Salyarion;! wheres 


ehey-are but —_ .3n.themſclies,' and-hocting 


worth; no more than'as they lead me to-Chritt, 


who alone is the A and horw of wy Sel> 


vation?; :; 4G 

Mis. And now bekink ic will not: be amiſs 
toilet me-hear how: you carried your: felf in'che 
great-ducy of Prayer, _ how ſoon FOR entre 


pon ave chuey 7 -- 


Gon The Lord 1 Was ; leaſed within: ewo'or 
three: Days: afcer my firſt crouble-ro- incline tny 
heart to ſeek bim-by-Prayer; which'I uſed con- 
ſtantly ewice a. Day; beſides ſomecprivate'Eja- 
rulations and (igtis between whilesz/und T will 
now tell you, thac-for's little time 3'abofr 'a 
Moneth. or two I was little ſatisfied, .no longer 
than I was engaged inluch work; as Readivg, 


Hearing, deep Meditation, bur eſpecially:Pray- 


er, arid theſe, oh/theſe: were the Phyſitians that 
I-look upon 1o mach, to work ſo.grear a _ | 
:npon my ſoul, that 'none bue Chrift:thar | 
Phyfitian could do, nd truly: checbeft of hh 
Phyfitians were 1b fattof ill humorsrhemf 
as. pride, ſelf-confidence.” 4: chatwirhoue the 
Phyfick of Chriſt?s'blood co purge 'and' purifie 
then, they would'have ſtunk in the Noſthrils 
of a holy and pure God, as Farm” Arey they 
vften did. 

Ain. Now you indi given in in an \ accoulh. 


bour fn, T would gladfy hear apron gg: you / 
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Have much to ſay abour-other things, bur: ſhall, 
as the Lord ſhall enable me, ſarishe 'you in'this, 
As. 4. yohq yout befare'; when'the burthen of my 
4 firſt came. npdnme;thacthen, and likewiſe 
im the fix years of my convictions, I warfully 
<qnyinterhof the neceility of living-a holy life, 
and of the beauty! of Holineſs, and \charwict. 
one it, :there- would beno fatration z 'for'with- 
out Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord: Andup. 
on this:accennt I atforcarnefitly beloupht the 
Lord by Prayer,and Henring, and readirigzgood 
Books, whichthe Lord did-mightilyinctine'my 
heart teido; and ſo exery;dif, 4 did more 4nd 
more 'daſfire: Holineſs, ml did carnefHy thier 
ater 'the image of God'to:be renewed pon 
wy heart, {o:that in ſhore-1 found norreftany 
way, but what 7 gotiby living holity,”ahd:4b- 
Kaining from fin, and.as my weak Phyfitians, i 
mean wy Prayers, Hearing;' Reading, 'Medits- 
tion, Vows, Reſolutions; xe. 7 lay, as theſe 
"yu able NT prone, ſo 7 had —TI 
3D longer, being ignorant of the life of faith 
Cb3þ, add truly they mere Ws Bone 
ters, and-as: /:toiq; you;>theywanced Chriſt's 


Slood ty procure accepeation' in the eyes 'of a 


pure and holy God} which will regard them 
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7 Sg fayour, no-otherwile thag as they ate pre-- 


fented ro him ſprinkled with the blood of his 
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'(99.) | 
oxinſt theſe dls. and againſt, holineſs, 2s if 
b 7 to be tinbry- 
ced, do yqu not ? ROOT REM 

' Coro, Ohino (God forbidy Thope 7 Malt ne- 
-yeriſo-far ſpeak'apainſt rhein as'to ln pap 
'in the leaſt, butthis'[haye (ad, may nor 
46dk upon rhet-any further,” thigti'4s th teal 
me eo Chriſt;for'traly'T have ford nochaled 
the World ſo much hinderetſ'me of co ih 

(wilful fin- only excepted): 98 ith laying fo 
aftreſsupon dated, Foe ertuichy! had 11a: - 
foundation ſareftpon the'Rotk of Chtift,” gn 
nor-all upon/my own righteouſneſs, I out 
'neyer'have been-fo much ſhaken,/and” as 7 may 
ſay almoſt overturned with rheaffaulrs of fm 


and Saran; 'byr he'would tiaye ttphela me with 


his everlaſting Armes, that I ſhonld have been 
able long ago, to have criurphed in his merits, 
oyerall the aſſaults that Satan and my own heart 
made againſt me. 

5s. How-long did you live tipon che tock 
of your duties, before the Lord was Pleaſed to 
tet yo ſee'yonr'errour, and how'was yourT 
dition allrhis white as you chpugtit your ſelf?! 
© Conv. 1 lived” ſo about chree'years or more, 
and in that time T had ſome ſad declinings in- 
Jetd ; every day almoſt 7 loft my God, ati 
ar win lore, ſo as 7 chought 'my/fetf 

happy no folhgrStfibw when 1 cduld perform di 
cles with ok :zeal;and with affeRigni 
and 'then Sſeetkeiines Fcould* have! een willin 
to liaye dyed fas? ms 5 mY fore: 
< in'them';” oe oi es 
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aol could is ng, out ho. rel for 5 fole of my 

o0t. + 1.4} h ; 
Mims This which yon bave: aid ſcems, to me 
to bea little firgnge; why,where was your faich 
all this while? ;you cold. me; þefore, that you 
durſt not look to God but through Chriſt, and 
you ſecmed then; as you- went, along to make 
Chriſt your- Hope and Saviour, and then how 
9p 9 you mean you did not reſtin him ? 
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take #5 Gor of any Book to open it-to me, 
that fo I may with more humble confidence; fay 
that theſe things I have ſer down-np otherwiſe 
bur as my own-ſpirit by che afſiſtance.of God's 
[Spirit diRated, r0,mc) and. now 1, will cell. you 
what I mean by whar 7 haye ſaid,? hope 1 look- 
ed upon Chriſt ta.be a compleart Sayiour in eve- 
ry reſpet, ard 1.ſaw.my great need pf, his blood. 
£0, procure. my pardon for azy-ſins, ,ap I knew 
chat it was only trom his grace thac 1was inany 
meaſure ſan&ihed, and. by-thjs:L bope I laid all 
|. =7 oo upon pitt meh befg che leet 
phe £ Ree PAY Hes ore.God,go 

bo the glen ape (any 

Noe 5 AY 7 my, -ear;,- and 

big 17 x Eo and, greatly jp in "hi 
and-ecarneſfy. defired co loye. REA and 
and more to.ſetye bim, and, loaded pa 


chree years hiclediem this 'whi le mae: n- 
f's feet, 


ly convinced ciqpcy-. of. 
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: neicher .could Z ſuppoſe tt that. one might. be h 
\ Juſtified by gnorhers righreouſriefs, but 7 hoped. 
' that becauſe 1 was not altogether as bad &s 0- 


in the nexr Anſwer, _ | 
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hers, ( as 7chowght,) therefore 7 ſhould fate. 


| better than others, and'io T'mixed my own me-" 


rics with Chriſts, and neyer came ſo far out of 
my ſelf,as tocaſt ny righteouſneſs as well as my 

ns, at his feet, and now what abundant cauſe: 
have I co be humbled, and to Tye very low be- 
fore God, and ſtill more and" more co admire 
che infinite mercy and patience of God, O chat 
1, who after I was much enlightened, and had 
abundantly taſted and ſeen how go00d and practi» 
ous the Lord was, 7 ſay thac afcer all bis unſpeak- 
able mercies to me, how he brought me out of 
my e/£gyptian bondage of {io, and looſened me 
from manjxtrong holds of Satan, and broughe 
me ſo near to his Fathers boſom, that 'I was 
wont to be many times almoſt raviſhed,wich the. 
fore-thoughts ot-that Joy 7 did .hope for in: 
Heayen. Oh chat afcer be had paſſed me over 


the red Sea, and when many of mirie eneni'es 


were dead and beaten back, and that after be had 
tryed. me a little in the Wilderneſs of this 
World, then he would have btoughe me ſafe in« 
to Canaan; O that I ſhould be ſo difingenious 
as co ſet up a Calf (I mean my own Righteouſ- = 
neſs,) and .Worſhip thar, and*ſhould do what 
I did more to adyantage ſelf than Chriti : Oh 7 
ſay again, what a wonder it is that ever he was 
pleaſed to let me ſee my folly; and. Oh if he 
ſhould not haye done ir, yet in this particular, 
how inexcuſable had 7 beeo, whicb-will apyeas 
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grace in convincing you of the ivſufficiency of 


_ your own Righteoulneſs, and'of the reſting-in. 
i002 2 gen 
, Conv. 1 will likewiſe make ghis as plain to. 
you, as. the Lord ſhall enable me (ſo char 7 may. 
not, be found guilty of a ſpiritual 1ye) and to 
rhe beft of my remembrance about four manths 
after my powerful call, when 'as 1 thought I was 
aſſared)y in a moſt ha ppy.condition,baving pat- 
fed through” abandanc of tryals and' temprati- 
ons, mdf beg to find thery ſfomewhar to flee 
before me, (of which you ſhall Near anon more 
at large ) then, Oh then che Lord was pleaſed 
co.pur into my harid a little Book, Enciculed The 
Chriſtians great Intereſt, by Mr. Gathry, which 
When.I peruſed, 7 fonnd I was much concerned! 
iÞ.ic, and'was ſomeywhat.troubled, but it fo vio- 
cbtly actafed tne 6f my Dalllah righreouſneſ. 
which T loying00 well to ſce as Tthoughr abn- 
8, with'a fmall gh or che like, I commande@ 
Ic ro depart, and not to dare to come and con- 
rroul. wy Idol-ſelf any more, yet. it made my 
way ſo plaig before me, char I. could not with- 
fand ie: gJiccle while after,che Lord was Lg 
ſed ro put into ythand another Book! for which 
I baye abondan caule to bleſs God, (which was 
the Sivcere Convert) and reading the latter parc 
bf thar which ttears concertiing catrl Confi- 
dence and reſting ip Duties, (ﬆl which did very 
much concern. me) I was ery much tronbleds 
Ine begaii co queſtion my eſtate a lictle con- 
Cexging duties, bur cruly 1 codk fo lictle dei ghe 
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Wo | ndomthet Sas. 4.44 ind ere vid | 
© the place from whence « came,'and* Hkewife 7 

| had, other 'Books;'as Mt. Bawrer's Self. 

which I read part of with mach delight,” as itt 
| . t2ference ih denying felf-pleafur6s, and finfut 
| recreatjons, and-viity company, &s 'all cheſe 
yielded.comfort to tit, becauſe 7 found; char r 
did-really-defire to deiy my ſelf all theſe, ane 
made ir a great grontid of comfore eo ine; chat 
FE could to carne(Py''thefite cheir deſtruſtions ; 
bur: when I came to tbe denyal 'of eff righte- 
ouſnel(s; this was a hard-faying, and ſelf wonld 
fot bear ir, but away I'went to'thoſe Books | 
where 1 coald find ontas/ I chought;'#'way ro  * 
Heaven by -my- own working, and Noſe 'thac 
created moſt of a holy liſe, was. the moſt 'pſea- 

fing to me; buc when 7-read concerning Chriſt; 

or heard him caught to 'me by his' Miniſters ; 
(for alchough 2 have omitted how my hearr was 
{ . in hearing, yet I would'defire you t&'include 
thaez and to ſuppoſe that: try heart wes Jin chat, 
as” in Reading -or Gonferring' with"reſpot} ro 


tlie. ſabje&.) 7 ſay when 7heard Clirifttaughr 
by his Miniſters, either in a Palpit or 4'Book, I 
much delighted in'thar 7licard of read:but when 
Juſtificacion alone by*Fefch in Cdrifts Merits, 
and living by faith upona naked Chriſt; {as pers 

adyencure 7 might be pit too! upon « Biek bed? 
by reaſoh of. «violent diſeaſe, or the like; hit 


C extin on, 7 was't 
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From duty to duty,and it.at anytime Zfourid my F 


bearc dead, -and, could for that.day; or week, or 


month ic may. be, find. any comfare from them, 
then I lived, in bopey;char although 7 found not: 


all well at preſent, yet.i6 would: not lonp-con- 
einue ſo:with.me, and. in; ſome time 7 reco- 
vered life and.comforr again, 7 ſay I continued 
thus for. the ſpace of aboye three years; And 
now 1 will; declare. ong ghing which did more 
Gonkiams then ordinary; and that was in e-La- 
2 aſt, 674. it happened chat. as 1 was vitieing 
wo ( and for.clys; thing jn particular. # 
4 cauſe- o:bleſs God that he placed me in 
this mycalling) whom we {uppoled the Lord 
would take away, at chat yery time there came 
Dr. B. eo-:perform.as was chought one: of the 
laſt duties, he had to do. for her, and amongſt 
his diſcourſe and advice, he bad her be ſure co 
Lay all her,fins npon Chriſt, which I liked very 
| vexlh bue withall tha ſhe hould lay al} ber. own 
ceouſneſs at: bis: fees; and not at'all. to 

K. t0:any, good ſhe had jn ber (elf, but whol- 
ly to, rely -upon the, merits.of Chriſt,. which 
then I heard, my heart roſe much againſt whar 
be, ig and did much. oppoſe his advice, and 

ought jo not; at all CcOnyenient, £0 be ſpoken, 
oubtleſs had 7 been in ber condition: (1k 

=_ ſa near: death,'g5; 4 was:thoughe ſhe was) 
and he had, adviſed ;Oe\co the ſame 'ehing;;.and 
bad clear keared i j£.come,;} ob; what a dreadful viſiee- 


tion | bad.cho ,\{urely. would have;pur my 

foul j 41 ord how, exdjul Agony of confation;.if 

agt os chat forel; Lint haye dyed: eng 
Mg: con 
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17 conddcath before T knew che panpsof the firſt 7 = 
- 'F But Ol I ſay again, who can hear'of* rhis, and 
not to be oyercome with ſoul-raviſhing admi- 
rations of the foye, and goodneſs, and patience 
of God towards ſuch a/ wretched nothing as I 
was; that ever he ſhould ſo long forbear from 
geſtroying that Soul. with Ecernal damnation, 
at would not wich the'eords of loye'be Jrawn 
to accept of ſo clear Salyation ; but the Lord 
was pleaſed ftill to keep this upon my. heart? 
And although 1 was ſomewhat troubled; hut as 
before, apain I went to my old Phyfitians, and 
cook a ſmall Pill of Prayer, compoſed of a little 
fear and bumiliation; but no ſooner it got into 
my heart, bur chere it was guile with pride, and 
ſo apain- became pleaſant to me, and chen IL 
thoughe all was well; and I do defire earneſtly 
thac by ehis, God may be mach glorified ; and 
again, methinks T find my hearc ſo mightily in- 
clined to go on in this. work, which ac your res 
queſt (you may remember) I was ſo unwilling 
co undertake, that I have great hopes there may 
be the hand of Godin it;and chat ic was he chae 
Put ic into your heart eo requeſt' ic of me, and 
I pray God it may be his glory alone that may 
moye me to it, and not any ſelf-pride, cruly 
you may ſay I haye great cauſe co fear, and not 
co tru} my own heart any more, and the Lord 
preſerye this Jealoufie more and. more in me 2 
but to my preſent purpoſe, and this which I ain 
about to ſay, mighr have proyed a great di'ad- \ 
vantage to me, bur T'donbt not bur che hand of 
God was in it,althongh I ſaw it not at chae pre- 
ent, Bug ſince I haye, and T6 ie was thus, 
| | i 
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8 littfe while-after my laſt difcourſe, as I think; J* 
my heart. was drawn after-the vanities of this |} 
World mare than ordifiery, and at the time-I 
. likened the eſtate of wy foul, ro the condition 
of a fair Virgin that had many Suitors, byt one. 
ſhe would loye and chooſe aboye the reft, .but 
ſhe being not'yet marcied;; they all make out for 
her loye,-whid1is no-ſmaMl trouble to.her, -and. 
doth ſomewhat make her doubt which ſhe ſhall 
haye ; but ſo-ſoon as ſhe-is married-to one of 
them, then ſhe dares not think of entertaining. 
the others upon that account; eyen ſol looked 
upon my: poor ſoul, and that if ſhe was but ſo» 
temnly married to Chrift, (I mean in the Sacra- 
ment)-then ſhe-durſt nor. ſo-much-as think of 
etabracirg either fin or the World,or the Peyid, 
bue (&+1{ righteous felf lay all-chis while ſeeurer: 
Upon theſe and ſuch like confiderations,I-went 
to a faicbfil Divine to ask tfvice-of-him cone. 
cerning this -great duty; arid when I-wagwith. 
him, he extmined me why,and how 1 canſe 20 
embrace [Religion, -and-when I had give: hin 
the heads only of the fitft ;gcevune conterting 
compunQion,;' he-asked/ me: who L:m tght chank 
for all this; but I being' ſomewhat floir of an- 
fer, he: told me Chriſt, and him alone;and 
Save'me ſome ſhort but ſweetradvice, mviting 
the to be a gueſt -at- his: Maſters Table (which 
was the tntention-of my going, which was:more 
than he then-kttew on) and:ſo difmiſſed me; and 
_ oh howdid then rejoyce that was fonnq&wors 
thy to be invited to ſo great a'banquet;and now 
hew did I'think my condition unqueſtionible; 
and nothing troubled me bur want of affirence 
L5 to 
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to perſevete, and althonigh che Defor pave mie # 
great ciution to lay allupon Chriſt,and not any 
thing upon ſelf, as I now conſider, but yet my 
eyes were ſoblind-and my heate ſo deceitful, 
that I ſoon forfort it; and ſol proplred my. 
| heart 4s well'as T could;and ſo addreſſed my ſelf 
to the Lords Table, and-was, ſo far as I can 
underſtand, made more welcome, I am ſure chan 
I deſerved; ind then I did feel the Lord with - 
his cords of Toye,drawing hard at my poor ſonl, 
and fo I exercifed my loye upon Chriſt, (ac 
fo far as I know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
with him ; but this laſted no longer, than my 
heare was enlarged in ſecret duties; bur when 
they departed then my ſoul motirried, atid contd 
hor be ſatisfied with a naked Chriſt, whileſt my 
eflargements rethitned again to me, and by this 
I perceive I reſted in duties, arid not in Chriſt, 
and now ohce more as ſhort as I tar, and then T 
will conclude wich this; but 1 cannot be ſo 
Hotr, but 7 muſt 4 littte ſtand and adinire at the 
hnſpeakable long-ſuffering patience of God.and 
oh thar you would help me in chis matcer, for 7. 
profels I am much. aſtiamed, and defire to be 
more; of my.own hearc,thar i fhoulf be barteh 
of hays ro - —aforera chat hath done dy 
tauch or more for ry poor foul, as to any fifice - 
the Creation of the World” Oh chat Chriſt 
who could liavetaiſed a Child: 6tie of the very 
ones, that would have dove far more fer him 
than- 7 have or can'4o ; Oh 7 fay rhat he who 
cotld with one 106k have looked tric into Hell, 
' ould fo long ftand at rite dour of my heart, 
and knock cilf bits Tiead was filled with dew, _ 
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his Locks with .Ol 
that he ſhould ſtand weeping, knocking, begg- 
ing, and waiting,and crying, Open to me ; Oh 
tha his tears ſhould begg,and bis groans knock, 
and that his patience ſhould carry and wait,and 
-all ſhould ſo long cry, Oh open to me, open to 
me,Oh that fin and ſelf ſhould lodg in my heart 
and Chriſt wait fo long at the Door ; Oh, chat 
I ſhould carry damnation within, and let ſalya- 
tion wait withour, and now I ſhould go aboue 
to offer praiſes to God for this ; Oh, I wiſh 


that I. could, but traly I cannot as I would; Oh, 


I cannot, and I hambly defire to acknowledge 
the barrenneſs of my heart in this, and am ti- 
lent, and now pray lend me your patience but 
a very little, and I fear your: hear will be 
treightned with praiſes to God as well as mine; 
for now the Lord was pleaſed to encline my 
heart to read part 'of two Books, ore of the 
two was that which I aboye two years before 
" reje&ed; ). will name them, ( iz. the Sincere 
Conyerc and ſound Believer, both by one Au- 
thor, T.S.) and when I was Reading concern- 
ing the Souls reſting in dyties, and how hard a 


TP thing it was to forſake all its own'good, and 


wholly to chrgw ic ſelf upon.a naked Chriſt,and 
then concerning the nature, of true humiliation, 
I was muct' troubled, and; my thoughts were 
much perplexed, inſomuchehar I.chouphe £0 O- 
pen my caſe to ſome Diyine ; -but.to this trou- 
ble, another was,added, which was that 'at.that 
time the Lord was pleaſed to let me ſee my own 


nakedneſs ſo much, and that which cook co be 
8 Coyering eq it, made it ſeem to be much more 
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tiaked than T-could have imagined ic to be ; thay 
then I thonghe the more I pra 0, the more I 
finned, and the more I Confefte dand Repent- 
ed, and Bewailed my own iwiveched Heart, e- 

| ſpecially in the time of duty, the more I had 


caufe to do ſo ſtill, and now I looked upon my 
ſelf in a moſt ſad and deſticute condition,: for 
how cduld I chooſe, when I ſaw my own good- 
neſs departing from me,which I idolized as the - 
Rock of my Salvation, and when I ſaw ſuch a | 
| numberleſs numher of fins come afreſh into my 
mind, eſpecially in the time of duty, that it 
ſeemed to me, as if the Deyil had conjured up 
all thoſe fins that I chought was long before 
ſain, and he himſelf had been cheir Captain, 
and had unawares aſſaulted me, and had taken 
my duty which I made then the Captain of my 
'] ® Salvation priſoner, and 7 aſone ſetc to encouns 

' ter with them without the leaſt weapon to de- 
| fend my poor ſoul, and oh had theſe and the 
pangs of death mer together; Oh what horror 
and amazement would there have been'; but 
bleſſed be God it was before; now to ſay, 'how 
leng 7 way in this caſe, 7 cannot well rel]; but 
Tfſaw my 1dol God fo accuſed and condemned, 
| and my hatred to him was ſo great, chat I hope 
'  7T did defire neyer to ceaſe my earneſt Prayers 
to the true God, that he wou!d have this Uſur- 
per execnted, and likewiſe 1 did, as 7 was able, 
earneſtly bepg of the Lord that he would give -+ 
me ſtrength to refiſt him, fo ehat he mighc ne- . 
yer fit upon his Throne more, and then 7 did 
| .. fee (chrough admiring Grace) tlie want of 
| 3 oilt more than ever, nor only to cover bs, 
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_ Gar, but myrighteouſneſs too; then Oh they | - 


] began to prize Chriſt more than cyer,oh then 
7 did defire to ſay from my heart, none bat 
Chriſt, none bur Chriſt , Qb- all che whole 
World for Chriſt, yea ten thouſand Worlds for 
2 Chriſt; and then 7 did deſire to ſay with Zu* 
ther, that if 1 was able co keep the whole Mo+ 
ral Law, 1 would not truſt to tbis for Juſtifica+ 
tion, 7 would vail and Rtoop to Chriſt's merits, 


. and now 1 did find it a more hard thing by far, 


to get our of my ſelf, and from truſting to du» 
ty, and wholly by faith to rely upon Chriſt's 
merits, than eyer 7 found it to leave fin, and 
then me-thoughts I found ir a very hard thing 
co be a Chriffian, and that I was paflive all a- 
Tong, and was not able to move a ſtep further 
than the Lord upheld and led me, and Oh thac 
7 could make the reſulc of chis great mercy plain 
unto you, truly-(1 bleſs God) 7 can ſay a little 
(but under this very trouble, my ſoul ever ſince 
hath groaned within me, and 1 do deſire that ic 
may ſtill groan more and more, and neyer leave 
groaning, cill its groans pierce the'very Clouds, 


_ and ſound through Chriſt ſo loud into the ears 


of the Almighty, that for Chriſt his ſake, he 
would have picty and compaſſion upon me, and 
would not ſuffer that Tyrant Self any. longer in 


_ the leaſt to bear ſway in me, and that be would 


be pleaſed ſo to.ſhew me my own uaworthineſs, 
and che inſufficiency, of all inherent goodneſs 


co ſtand me in the leaſt ſtead in matters of Jy- 


Kification, that ſo -7.might prizs Chriſt, and 
Chriſt alone, and ry wholly upon his Merits 

lalyation.) Now. I.will de- 
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cre to you how the Lord was pleaſed io deal by 


with me ; ſoon after I faw this my condition in 
reſting mn my-own ſuppoſed goodneſs;" Sacra- 
ment-Day being aggin"near ac hand, the Lord 
was pleaſed to incline my heart co ingape in that 
ſotemn and moſt Sacred duty, now having loſt 
my. ſuppoſed Wedding-Garment, in which I 
fuppoſed my ſelf to be'very comely ani much 
to be delighted in by Chrift;and ſeeing my own 


| nakedneſs and deformity ſo much, that'7 could 


not imagine how IT ſhould poſſibly be accepted 
of by Chriſt, that ſo-my trouble and- burden 
was ſo great that 7 ſound ir almoſt infupporta- 
ble, and fearing leſt God's frowns, and my a» 
wakened Confcience ſhould more and' more 
ſeize upon me, eſpecially at that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, I ſay in this point I was more than 7can 
think of amazed, and could not tell what to do; 

And now my dear Heavenly Father (who was 
always more ready to help than I to crave ) did 
then doubtleſs wait to be gracious to-my poor 
Soul, and did abundancly magnihie his' grace to 
me, 'for now he was pleafed to ſtrike one Scrj- 
ptyre vety deep into my heart, which' was as 
comfortable and as ſire 2n Anchor as my poor 


| rey Soul could be held by, and it was —_ 


4 wb 


Lord : bra to me. ns this manner ; Oh 
hou aMiRed, toffed with tempeſt and'nor com- 


forted, aſthough thou baſt ſo !ong'grieved me, 


and proyoked me to deftroy thee, yer now, e 
yen 2OW2 if thou wilt endeavour to know, 7 Fay 
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evennow in this thy day the things of thy peace; 
peradyenture they. may be foynd, hut never 
look more-for peace from any thing in thy ſelf, 
buc wholly look pp to.him, who tells thee, al- 
though thou baſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, yer-in me 
(if in any) is thy help found, and. then further 
the Lord was pleaſed to. put it into my heart to 
examine my, humiliation; more ſtrictly,” which 
when I.did, I ſuppoſed: my heare neyer hereto- 
fore-to-have been traly hambled as it ought to 
have been,-yer I hoped che Lord was about this 
great work now,by what I have beiore related, 
and my.reaſon was, becauſe I never ſo far as I 
knew experimentally underſtood the meaning 
of ſome-Scrjptures, .as then were opened more 
plainly. co-me, . and they: were ſuch as theſe, 
( And truly chis was it-that inclined my heart to 
parcake afreſh of the Lords Supper) The whole” 
r.ecd not a Phyfitian, but they that are ſick; and 
thac Chriſt came nor. to call the Righteous, but 
Sinners co Repentance,and concerning thePyb- 
Iican and Phariſec, andſueh like ;- and in ſhore, 
aichough I bad been: fick of ſin, yet never be- 
fore, than of 4elf-righteouſneſs ;, now ſeeing 
my ſelt.fick as much of the one as of che other, 
therefore I hoped Chriſt would be my Phyſiti- 
an ; and. chat in him my help ſhould ſoon-be 
found, and thus'T did endeayour-to bumble m 


ſelf, and:to ſee my_own, yileneſs and. ſickneſs 
more and,mote, and did in this much begg of 
the Lord, .chat-he wonld fill humhle me more 
and more, with a clear-ſence of my,qwn;defor- 
micy.and. nakedneſs, that fo I might, ſeeing my 
great.need of Chriit, more and more hunger 
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and thirſt after him, and fo laying my ſouf pro: 

NRrated at Chriſts feee, and wt hopedid —_ | 
ſee 'my great want of him, and ſo would nor 
depart any way from him, bur reſolyed that if I 
fyed 1 would dye there, and thus I argued with 
him, Whicher ſhon!d [ go but unto thee, chou 
haſt the words of Eternal Life, and although F 
de a Dop, yet thou haſt crumbs, Oh let not my 
Dungry ſqul, famiſh for wang of food; O,I dare 
Not, Oh T will not depart, Oh Lord although I 
have deſtroyed my ſelf, yet Lord haſt not thou 
told me that in thee is my help found ; O make 
good thy word unto thy ſervant in which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope; and truly the Lord was 
not yery long in making good his word to my 
poor ſoul, for then I wonderfully felt him draw- 
ing me up with the Cords of love, pitty and 
compaſſion ; and at the ends of which Cords 
( tor me to take the better hold, or rather 
think that he might take the better hold of me) 
he was pleaſed to faſten ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 
1 will name but three, for each Cord-one, and 
a threefold Cord is not eafily broken 2. the one 
was the 55th, of T/aiah,and the firſt Verſe, Hoe 
every one that thirſteth,come ye ta the Waters,and 
drink, and he inat bath no money, yea that was it 
I waited for, ( for I bleſs God at that time I 
hope 7 had none) come ye buy aud eat, yea come 
bay Wine and 1k. (Oh Bread and Water was 
too good for me, and more than I deſeryed) 
without Money and without Price, Oh. theſe was 
ſweet to ſuch a poor Soul as mine was, and 
then another was this, Revel.22 17. And wheſo- 
ever will, let him take of the Water of Life freely, 
2 Oe nds + ©. BN 
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herrken' Sont, Precty,” Ok” Chrift will not be 
bonghe wittr any thing che Creature can give, 
Qh no,-zll'ts grace, and'chen the other which 
worked che moſt powerfilly upon my heart was | 
Match: Wea. Cer ax me all ye that are 
wear raph bravy ladenand 1 will give you reſt 
and therefore, Fnow ging my fl weary with 
my own duties; and heavy faden with my own 
righreonſneFs, as well as with my fins, which 
rac bf cquld not fo ctearly fay,oh how ſweet, 
how fweet, how incomparably ſweet-was this 
word Come; and fo upon theſe accounts, the 
Lord was pleafed to enable me, to ſee how, 
then, even then, he was pleaſed ro call, as it 
were to my poor Soul in particular co come un- 
to him, and ſubmit to his grace ; and ſo with [ 
great hungrings and chirſtings after Chriſt to 
coyer my poor Soul from the eye of a Juſt and 
Holy God through ſome fear, and as I hope 
wich great humiliation {although not fo great 
as 7 would haye had it) wich ſome hope that | 
the Lord'wonld meet me, and bleſs me: 7 ap- 
proached' to the ſolemn banquet where I did | 
not only tafte and fip a title, bur obeyed as che | 
Lord enabled me that great command, when he 
ſaid, drink, yea drink abundantly, oh my belo- 
ved. then, oh then 7 did earneftly endeavour | 
ro make the eye of my Soul-to ſee him, and my 
| heare ſo embrace him, thar from thenceforth T 
might tally fatisfie my Soul wich che enjoyment 
of him, and him alone, and not from any thing 
that ſelf or the World preſented ro me; and 
now methought I was much comforted, and did 
endeayour from that time to this, to own no- 
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thing for \4 comfort or canſe of rejoyciog, but 
as it lead me to Chriſt, who alone is the An. 
thor, and 7 hope the finiſher of my Faith, and 
the Horn of my Sz'vation, . and with this Can- 
tion, I will coneſude this cedions Difcourle, as 
] fear it may be to you(although to me through 
Grace very pleaſant) not that hereby 7 mean co 
negle& any. duty whatſoever I know to. be my 
duty, or think chem indifferent whether they be 
performed orno; Ohno, I ſay again,God for- 
bid, but this 1 defire to do throngh grace, but 
not ſelf, (and the Lord of his infinite grace in- 
able me, that I may ſo far honour and reſpe& 
them, as I find them a means to carry me to 
Chriſt,) for which cauſe 7 think they were ap- 
pointed, with reſpe& to the glorifying of God, 
and ſuch like , and now if 'I know my own 
heart; and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
begg of the Lord chat when ever I hear I may 
hear for Chriſt,and whenever I pray I may more 
and more make clear my intereſt in Chriſt, and 
when-ever I perform any duty wharſoeyer, I 
may more and more pet into Chriſt, and more 
out of my felf ;' And now you have heard all 
that che Lord hath (our of his abundant grace) 
enabled me - (from what I baye found, as I hope 
in great meaſure wronght in my own heart) to 
declare unto you, and for fear I ſhould in chis 
. weighty matter be guilty of a Jyc, and ſo delude 
my own Soul, I wit! with great humility-ac- 
knowledge, that every particular in this latter 
clauſe (I mean in the Lords dealings with'me 
fince I firſt received the Sacrament) b cannot fo 
tally clear as I wonld I could, but] hope T-need 
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ſpoken of working more or leſs upon my heart : 
but wherher juſt- in order as T have declared 
ehem, I cannot punRually ſay, bur do earneſtly 


| begs that the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt would be ſo 


pleaſed, as to ſprinkle what I have ſaid with his 


own blood, and: that whatevyer' fins of failings 


there: may be 1n it through the pride or igno* 
rance'of my own heart,Oh I do earneſtly again 
beg .of God, that for Chriſts ſake, he would 
look upon what T haye done, ſo as to pardon 
all that is amiſs, and char he would in his due 
time open my eyes to ſee my errours, and to a- 
mend them; and now I do earneſtly beg your 
advice concerning theſe things, for as I ſaid be- 
fore, my heart doth mourn within me, by rea- 


ſon of that intereft ſelf got in me, and 1 now 


find it ſo yery batd'to be overcome, but I have 
already told you my earneſt defires concerning 
this, and oh chat could prevail wich you this 
once to allow me an intereſt in your Prayers, 
and for what doubtleſs you will know better 
than 7 can tell you, but eſpecially for this, thae 
he who is the ſearcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſtate of every Soul betcer than ic doth it ſelf; 


would be pleaſed (that if 7 be deceived for 


Chriſts ſake) to undeceive me, and grant that 
if I haye not true grace,I may not think I haye, 
and ſo be in a Fools Parad'ce,and that the Lord 
who is my heart-maker, would be my heart- 


. ſearcher,and my heart-diſcoyerer,andmy heart- 
. reformer, and that the Lord may ſo do, I ſhall 


not ceaſc to be an earneſt ſuitor at the Throne 


Fn 


Hot £0' fear; but that f bave feſe all-chat I have. } 
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But what, becauſe all is Hor'ſo clear as I contig 

wiſh. they were, ſhall I be caſt down, and my 
Sou! diſquiered within me;as if 1 was ſorry thap 
God hath. been ſs much at work in my Soul; er 
a5 if an infinice Fehowah was not able to-finiſh 
what he hath begun, and fo rob God. of his 
Slory, and my poor Soul of comfort ; Oh no; 
my- Soul, theſe chings ought not ſo to be, I fear 
there is much'of ſelf .in this who is ſotnewhat 
croubled to ſee the glory of its Temple ſo. mucty 
defaced, and its. treachery ſo much found'our, 
and ſo much one of favour,-as neyer more to be 
embraced again ; *And'is it: ſo, is God indeed 


. become my. God, and can 1 indeed ſay with 


Thomas, My Lord, and my God, my Chriſt, and 
2 Saviour; Oh I cannor forbear co ſay, Lord 
who is a God like unto thee, Oh God, there is 
no God beſides thee, and Oh what is Man, chat 
God ſhould be mindful of bim ! and what am 
I, ſurely the worſt of men, that God ſhould 1ſo 
regard me ; Oh that I could now,even-now: this 
once, from the bottorm'of: my heart; bleſs and 
admire him; but oh. what. a dead and barren 
heart have I, thac cannot worthily praiſe him ; 
Oh my Soul bleſs rhe Lord, and all that'is.with- 
in me, bleſs his Holy Name, bleſs the Lord ol 
my Soul, and-forget not all (nay not one of } | 
his benefits : Oh'if I had the congue of an 'An- 
gel, and all the Angels in Heaven co: afliſt me 
in this great work, yet I ſay, we could never 
ſufficienely utter my dear-Fathers praiſes 3" and 
now ſhall my . faich triumph, and my heart be 
giad, and my glory rejoyce, but not in1elf,” or 
in any thing of my own, but in Him, and Hia 


. glone Sho is the God of my 1 
der 6h Heavens, #hd be moved oh Earch ar this 
great thing which the Lord hath wrought in my 
S4nl, -he aſtoniſhed and even raviſhed with 
wonder;for the infinite breach is in a way to be 
made up, the offender to be appeaſed, and God 
and my poor Squl-:to be reconciled; and ah my 
Soul, what if theſe be ſo already,or what if one 


gone; :certainly they would then have been tos 

great for thy belief; but whaty ſhall they now 

be fo fnall as nor to be worth thy praiſe ( Oh 
difiagenious Soul ::J :Oh Lord pardon my un- 
thankfulneſs, Oh chat all the Angels in Hea- 

| ven, ſhould rejoyce and: bleſs God for whar he 

. khathidone for thee, even for thee; for my poor 

.  - Spul; And whatzcanſt not thon find in hearc to 
| endravyour to fer forth his praiſes as mnch as 
thou art able, that fo it may be known that at 

leaſt thoi defiteſt to give all the glory to God, 

ani notto dare totake any to thy ſelfz- Oh my 
$oul.'whar ſayeſt chou?: What ſay 175 Oh IT ſay 
again not unto me,:not unto me, but unto the 
great and glorious Jehovah be all the glory gi- 


than thy exprefiions, therefore fail not my Sonl 
caſhew forth thy love and praifes;by giving up 
thyſelf wholly-to ſerve, and love, fear and ad- 
mir ithat God, who hath done fnch great and 
wonderful things for thy Soul char. paſſtch chy 
boderftanding: My Beloved is mine, and I am 
his 1: :Qk how.:art thou ſure of that ? What is 
the pence concluded 2 Oh happy /Concluſion / 
QbbHleſſed Conjundtivn'! ſhall rhe Stars dwelt 
-7:,* ow WICH 
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had told thee of theſe chings ſome five Years a-- 


_ ven; And becauſe I hope thy delires are preateft 


with the duſt bt 
brought ro mutual embraces, and cohabicatiof? 
But Oh my Soul, here the diſtance is infinitely 
Sreater ? And now Rejoyce O Angels, ſhoar 
O Sceraphims, and all the Friends of the Bride» 

room prgpare an Epithalamium, be ready with 
the Merrie Song ; Loe here is the wonder of 
wonders, For Jehovah hath or is about to be- 
troth himſelf for ever to his poor Captive, my 
poor Soul , And is he fo indecd as I hope he is, 
chen he. owns the Marriage before all the world, 
and is become one with me, and I with him, 
And now, O my. Lord and my God, cauſe thy 
face to ſhine on the ſoul of thy ſEryant,and ſhew 
him more and more his vileneſs, that he may- 
lye very low even in the Duſt, and be humbled 
at thy feet, and let the work which thou haſt 
begun in the heart of thy poor ſeryant be eſtab- 
liſhed for ever, and do more for me than I can 
require, that thy Name may be Magnifed for 
ever, and that all that hear of this may ſay, The 
Lord of Hoſts is the God of Iſrael, 


«Amen, Hallelujah. 
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